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1. 

Br r nd I 1 ft ari on he elavo thirty-two train for Dunk rque 
ch '>71th our blank t roll and a s all dunnago ba • Our 111 tar passes allo,,-

ed us only a s co d clas· tick t but by payinc; tho ttcupplom nt" oJG I nt first 
class. \lthough \~ o \·1ero on hand ovor half an hour ad of ti'Jle the tr i \"' o 
already 1 11 filled with French, Eno:lish and Bol ,1 n soldiers and o fleers bound 
for their re~;i~onts, :hich they would rojoin nt diff rent points at the front. 
In our comp rtmont w~o un old rly man, 1ho only intended oin~ ~short way , so 
.. e looked forward to plont;y" of room in '".'hich to n tro ~.~ch out and ~1 op. Hor;ev r, 

·\: ;era disap ointed. Soon two Bel ;i n officors "oin d us . _h'lt g:.:: .. v us only 
a no . · 1 urnount of room and ~ fter r adin0 ... nd tal in , or a 1hile ·:o tried to sl ep 
sittinn- up. It was not very satisfactory a1d our sl mb rn ~ r rather spasmodic 
as the train, which only cr·l~:·lad alon • otop ad eVOT"'J fm; kilomatr s. Firot I 
slo t -r;i th my left choek pressed on th ~itle or tha arm and then ·. 1 th rrr:J right 
ch k on tho other aid • 

Aft r sunrise 1 t was im ossiblc to van slu b tho countr r;as 
very beautiful I look d out of tho .. ;indo-, mor or 1 :.e cam to fine 
cul ti v ted fields .':1 th , h.ea t, o t('! and burley as th an' 'or lonoo dis-
t:...nces ·~1 \ ont throu )h that type of country. mhe 1he· t and o· t crops specially 
~;ero ine and rip nln fast. .Lhe ff ct w .s ver'' beautiful us the ~:;ind bl y; in 
~ ves across th fields of "'TO 1in ~ )rain. Owin?, to t o intensive cultiv· tion 
th cropn .vare much fin r and tho yield hoavier than i.., tho case in ..-. a torn Can~-
ill • r~here I havo o n th crops tho last thr e years . Ther was no diniLo- car 
of cours ao ~~·e ot no bra: .. fast, but ~ bottle of vichy, which I brou .ht along, 
v._ s ure!lt help. lll alon t evor;,v- st tion 1 p ssed. soldi rs. · 1nall:/ .,e 
ca~e to somo eno . ous cnmp~ of British troops,- th largeot being car 'tap s. 
he tonto stretc!1 d . or milos and tne rows of whit v ry of~ective in 

tho an.rly ;norning sunlight . Abou noon wo r acn Calo.ia an thor~ hnvin "n 
hour• s wait had .lunch n.nd ~~ delicious one it 1" o for only three fr· non. In spit 
of the 'i\ar the food is good everyvhere and althou~h ore oxpen'1iVe not var.r much 
so. hen 'fJ started off on "- other train for Dunl"erqu , ·;hich ,.m r chod three 
hours later. 

A toJ eeram h d be n s n t to have n.n mbula.nc moet us, but no car .1as 
there. Hov vor. a bt . John's (British) hospital ambul .nee \Jas at th station 
01 duty, and they offered to take ua up, as another car \'aS du to relieve them 
shortly. Tho ~n~lish 1 d , vho )~S about twonty-t~o, was nic looking fellow 
\Vi th cle n cut fen.turo • so typical of ost of the so youn"' .nglishm n in the Brit-
ish Red Croas here. ''lhothor they are mon not it for military servic or mere-
ly have t .... 1,.. n up this form of \lOrk to at out or th army I am not sura, but I 
am afrt..id it is the 1' .tter. At tho other ond or the o ~n h left us at the 

erican Ambulanc villa, vhich io in a bloc ... of brick houses on the beach, for 
tho sand comes right up to our door. For ilea in both directions stretches 
the bot;i.ch < nU. it looks ood ( vi th prospects of s li in ) a 1 t is three years 
since I have spent the ou. r with th, bro0zo blo in .. ~ off the so!l. he ambu-
lances, nll Fords • rv re otationod o 1tsido and sho 'IGd the effects of tho t rd 
steady oervico thoy have had. 1h sand continually whirlin around · d una. r 
them, d th th frequent rains thoy h·1.ve had h r , ma.do the. look like old relics. 

e ·von t inside and after hoar in . so uch about tho comfort ble villa, i'i th it 
s bathing, mr r ther diaap oint db c·use the room& i side~ r nona too 
cl an,- a;)oarently brooms were rticle i nt rqu • On fli ht up io 
the o1 ttinc; nd dining room in one, \:i th a 11 t le b lcony, overlool<:in the b ch 
and ·.v t r, :.. nd above are throo floors ·;1 th t\.·O 11 ttle bedrooms on e ch. ~hero 
.1erc one or vuo beds • but no·.rly all o the en quart r d thor sl op on mattress-

a on the floor. ho noxt morn in; after breakfast • I wont up to eat broom 
and stOep out our room, but I found ono o our room-n tos (for ther nr five o 
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us in our room) already at th 
but not until ·v had fill a 
Half an hour lat r a other of 
i ... to do some .1orlt himself! 
nd pan. 

2. 

job. After a uhile, tho room loolrod reepoctablo, 
fiv buoh 1 baskot with dust and dirt and rubbi~h! 
our room-maton, n. )Oared in the sam room, inte d­

But to his surprise, h found the room all npic 

''"'a w re both assign d to our Fordo, but will not E;O out ·o Coxydo, ·\vhich 
is noar Tieuport, at pr oont. alf tho squad is there and ~a ill have to ~it 

our turn. It is intarestin~ hore on tho beach, as soldiers, c· 1 y and nero­
planes go by all day long. Also torpedo boats, which patrol the coast, follo~i 
closely along the ohore in pairs. ho to\~1 in full of Fronch, British and Bel-

inn soldi rs. ~inc the l~st bombard~ont (Juno 22nd) most of tho hospitals 
here have been evacuat d and many stor s desert d. The affect of the dropping 
of a lot of 17 i ch shells into Durut rquo is t rrific, and many buildings, as 
w 11 as a church, have b en blo~~ to pieces. Durin the bombardment tho m n 
had interesting ~rork, as they went about th city, r scuing th victims of tho 
bi_, shells, ,1hich often ntruck close by thom. ho gun was located about twenty-
thro miles away and th British shelled it and they think put it out of action. 
Every r w doors ( very house th~t has a ~ood cellar) th re io a r d flag and a big 
placard which rands "Refuge en cas d' nlerto''. So vhan the bombardment starts 
up a~ain, people can dive into a good c ll·~r. But the trouble is, I should think, 
ther mi ht be a c ~nco of beinc buried in there for ~ood. The men, so e of 
whom have b en h ro sinco January, have had inter stin~ and thrilling experiences 
at th front, oin~ to the battle fields just back of the trenches for wounded. 

01 it is quieter, but tho Gormo.no soon will start a big desperato offensive mov­
m nt for Calais, and th n there ill · be enouo-h y·or1r for all. 

I am tryinr; to loca t Symos and Jonas, the t •;o Canadians, who . · re on 
our trip in British Columbi last year, but I thi "_ it will be difficult ;ork. 
The. are -11th ono of tho Canadian Continc-;ents, but e;ood.n ss only knows y;hore tho.' 
are. The food is v ry si~l~ here and almost _scanty, as all 10 get is meat and 
one vegoto.blo { , nerally beans) and broad nnd butter vi th coffee or toa of cours • 
Consequently 11e ar apt to buy som fruit or cooki s, durinoo tho day. 

r:'lo-day, (the 9th) I spent a good part of the time in overhaulin- the 
oar, which has boon assigned to rne. It has. not b en done over since last Jan-
uary, whon it c~e her • and durinG that time, it has seen almost continuous hard 
service. I otartod out by tru{ing tho head of the motor off to clo~n the carbon 
off he cylinders,- then ground the valvoo n.nd \--.·ound up by fillinc; the rou.so cups, 
oiling the car unc ~oine ovor every bolt and nut. So this venin) it is in fino 
:ru.nnine ordor onco oro. To-morro:;, tfter I have patc1ed up three spare tubeo, 
tho car will be ':tll road r for service at the front, ·1'hore I expect to be sent 
early next \'/Oek on tho next shift. This is really a bully spot and the wor'<" and 
lifo far ahead of that in Paris. In tho first place, all our loafin~ moments 
are spont on tho little balcony that hangs over the beach. It is ahm.;:1s live­
ly in front as there aro lots of cunnin~ little children playin~ about and \10 

often go dO>'m and join them. Also there is n. continuous stroum of Bri tinh, Bel-
gi. .... n and l• ranch soldi rs and of fie rs r;oin;,;) along tho valk below anc horse.l.en 
patrol lin~ the b a.ch, ao vall an oentinols. Just no·· the t·.;in torpedo boats ar 
eoin~ by on their search for stray mines and )en ral patrol IOrt. Aeroplanoo 
have beo vory numerous, for as it ·~1us a perfect day, with fino atmospheric con­
ditions, it looked ao though tho Germn.ns mir;llt start bombardin"' nnd the:\r \l re on 
tho look out for "taubestt. IIowever, tho wind \T!J.S the wrono- way for th Germans. 
At such a gr at distance, the conditions must bo p rfect for tho bie ns. h 
shells are uupposod to go five mileo in the air, so that they come do\~n ~lmost 
perpendicularly, which accounts for the absence of y noise or warninr.; which 
ordinarily pr c eds an e.:·plodin) sh 11. H re th bird lif is not esp cinlly 
int resting for S\Tifts and barn swallows (axe pt of course for the ubiquitous 
English op· rrO\l) are the only ones naon. In spi to of tho fi~o boach, there s m 
to be no shore birds. he first chanco I ~et I ru. ing to take a long l~lh a-
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3. 

lo11g tho fJhor • 
I forgot to . e ... tion an m:treme y interestin~ incident ti · t took place in 

Paris the day I left. As I :vent in to t o ba11kers (Hottin0 i.l r} to et so e onoy, 
a man dressed in a :\rench soldier's uniform -~-as already ahead of rne at the counter, 
and t r ino- to the cl rt::, W[ s b-...cJ~ to rna, so that I could not ooe his fa.ce. I 
sat do vn to read ._he p per on tho desk, ·vhich hap;>eno<l to be the >ood old 'Boston 
Tr!tnscript". As th '1A talked his voice seemed very a) iliar for he was talk-
in ~nglish and Pith a distinct un istakable oston o.ccant. As ho turned around, 
I reco ized en~J Farns ;orth. 1Ie h d enlisted in tho Third Regiment of th 
Foreign LeFiOn last -ova ~er an hnd boon ne r the ·ront ever since, but ha.d yet 
sa n no real fightinoo • II' s clis~>usted ·;rith it in tho absence of ~cit mont 
and would have b en 1 d to at into more active and exciting work. Two da., s 
previousl;, he had given his letter of credit and a draft to a Gr ek soldier in 
the legion, '11th in("! ·ructions to le· vo it at the banJ{ors or meet him there two 
cL'ltJ'S later. The Gr ek hn.dn' t turned up and he -~las in n. bad v1ay, as he didn • t 
have any money. I s~id I v;ould ni~ his chocl{ to help him out and o.t just this 
moment in walked tho Gr lr with is hands full of letters. .rhat settled the 
situ tion ouoc osfully and in a row inutes he had hio money, which put him in 
"ood spirits once moro. Ic looked aa if the lifo had aCJ'reed ·ii th him or he ap-

peared hoal thy and well . I left those t·•;o tog ther and Farns ;;orth usl{od ~o to 
toll his frunil-r that he ~-as all right 9 1han I returned home in the fall. 

To-day {Srmday) vas dull nncl tho clouds ver-J lo; so that there lD.S no 
chance or any "taubes" boins::; around or of o. bombardment, conaoouontly, there was 
not o. single ueropl~.: ne ovor Dunkerque all day long,. A. nia.tt Andrew, 1ho is tho 
inspector of sections ·1t the front, turned up to-day vi th Freeborn in his Peugot 
c r and ~;ont out to Coxydo for the day. Boing Sunday it vas rather c.uiet. 

u.t patches on throe extra tubes, all of ·~7hich ··,rere either badly punctured or 
blo m out. To- morrm1, four of us leave at nine in the morning for Coxyde, ;hore 
is the squad noaror t~ e front, and our turn v:ill probu.bly laot about ten days. 
It has been verJ quiet thoro latoly, oo thoro will not be anythin, of exci temont 
soin~ on. ~w ver, it 1ill be interesting to be closer to t ines and more ruins 
to a e. 

o-day was an interestin ono for I onw the war from a ne~ side,- n near-
er view and here are a fav first impressions. Four of us, H ney, Bronnox·, Lyon 
and. myself left the q artero at Dunkarque n.t h.'llf p st nine, in our res octive caro, 
to join tho squad at Oo.xydo, back of Uieuport . All we took alon Tare our blan-
ket rolls, toilet articles and a chan e of underclothes. Our time here varies 
frO!n ten days to two i'lOCks. ·~11 the ·;ay wo paoood fields of wheat, ~ats nd rye 
that grew o.lonoo the canuls and they wero fino lookin~ crops,- no wonder th Gor-
m.l4 s want this corner of B lgium a w 11. rrhe road 1as ver:r· bad, parts o it 
be in<.;) "P<'iVG'~ i th c nter; others only macad. In i ther cas it n s all cut 
up by tho continuous heavy travel or tho 1 .. st yaar. In places 9 it ~as so rou h 
tl1at tha lit lo ordo oeo~ed to bounce from one igh cobble-otone to tho noxt,-
just hi ttine- the hi h spots LS it ware. 11 tho \f'a.. there vas a continuous 
atrerun of vohicloo olng in both diroctiono, for this is tho nin route of travel 
betvteon Dunk r'"'uo and ieuport ,- t 10 important lit· s in the clk'lin of co.-,: ~:nicntions. 

Once in our nlac ~~o h cl to koe it, for it ~ .... ~s i nos<1iblo to P:- •,s y thing and w 
were enveloped in a cloud of dust. The vehicles included everything,- Paris motor 
busses, Pierce Arrow trucks, English motor lorri s, limonsines, staff cars, horse 
or mula wagon convoys, armored motor cars, ambulances, field kitchens, with their 
fires always going, light artillery, heavy naval guns etc. Every thing s emed to 
have been included. Besides thare were soldiers marching in all directions and 
sentinels posted every kilometer or so, some of whom would stop us and demand our 
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papers. 
it g· v 
of th 

4. 

It was ;fully intor stin comine nearor to tho ctivitios of war and 
idea of th amount of detail , work ~nd planning oin~ on buck 

som dist·lnce and pass d overal · rmored canal · boatu, 
hioh \,ere mount d with _, 11s of s vorc 1 siz s ,- th lar~es - be in about a six inch 

naval !!'llll. s v ral to·ms ·; pas d through shov1ed th ffccts of hall in~ carried 
on b,y· the G rmans .. J. m<..Lny houses had beon demolish d. In fact, some of th 
villuL s,- one, Fumes, v;as practically d nert d, as tho noor B lRi ns had b com 
discourae;ed at havin; tho \ alls continually falling about them. It ".'las rathor a 
forlorn ·~nd path tic siu-ht to so a good siz d to vn entirely uninhabi t d, ita 
str ts de rt d,- ouses in rui s and ;indows broka in all directionc. ut 
str(. n,., at of all was to 0 throu ,h som str ts '.'Jh r th r ·\ver o "'i ~· s of th 
rec nt bombardm nt and to s e a to~ thus vith not a living soul in it, only h r 
and thor a stra,y- ht lf s~, rvod cat or do , wu.s w ird in the xtre:n • It s m d 
as if for a mo .. nt w had Gt pped into a cliff rent rorld . 

~·· cnnal boat, we pa.ss d, uao fl.ifinc the . me ric~ n flu, and they told un 
it ~as a Bel ,ian r lief hip, run by ~~~inc liot, to take care of and f d th 
r fuc.; ea. Finally , w r ach d Coxyd , a li.,tle B 1 ian to··m of o. f w hous s, 
tucked a~ay in the sand dunes, and saw a whole lin of Ford ambul·nces standing 
nlon. the C!id of tne main str ct, par{ d on the sid -walk , or at least ·~hat would 
have been a aid -walk, if one had exiot d. Her was our home and · found som 
of out- old frlands '.vorkinr; ov r th ir cars. fter e;ettin?; rid of our load of 
"ess nee" (gasoline), vihich we brou ht u) vith uo, as that is th ~a ... th sup ly 
is k pt up h ro, w put our c·1rs in plo.ce and mn.da ourselves at hom • This spot 
is th dustiest imaginabl , as the wind drtw;s do·.'Il the ro· d bet. ,n tho sand dunes 
and the dust and t nd ls continuallJ ·.vhirling ubout us and our C<..LrG. For six 
months, they hav c.tood out in the dust and rain, hH.v run st adil;T over tl o 
rou~h stand almost 1m assibl roads so that thoy hav en the h[rd st service 
ima inable. Y t th y hold up w 11, but n ed continu always ,o 
ov r our cars ev ry day, x·mining the bolts and nuts, sides k epin~ th m full 
of \rr.lt r, .~r a and oil and er a.sino car fully, so that ·dth minor tin<oring too it 
m ans o.n hour's worlr n.ch day spent on th up-keep of the cars. 

Lunch came at noon and·~ vere sur]ri•ed to fi d th food xc 11 t,­
better than it ~·ac in "?uris and .of courGm bet r than t 1 k rcue.,- th t w uld b 
·( ay. VI had cr v ttes, soup, mat b':'lls and three vegetables, cooki sand 
coff , and all s rv d hot vith fresh pl es for each course. I at lik a hof"l' 
and njoy d it all. Our atin place is in the house of a elgian fa~ily, and 
while the conditions outside and about the hou o ar v ry filthy, as is alsa.ys t 
cas in a little villag of this ind, :ret tho food wtl.s cl an and u 11 servod. I 
didn't nui to dare drink the Yt tor, ..:-.. ftor havinr; ta1 .an on loo1c at the well and its 
surroundings. In fact, I am al oot anhamed to put it in the r,adiator of my car! 
This to\vn of Coxyd is central, as every thine, motors and troops o throu~h to 
the trenches beyond at .qieuport and further do m tho line. here is hardly a 
minute during the day that somothin is not . .> ino; by, so it is always noisy and 
dusty. ...e ad sev r· 1 calln this ft moon and we t to the st<....tion at 1.dink r-
qu twice with BOldi rs nd wounded. h r are thre sets of ambulanc s h r , 
f·or be..,idea ours, there · re some French caro us vell as Enelish (the H ctor !unro 
ambul[_nce) , consec uently, nou th:.. t thine;s a.ro quiet alon ) the tr .nches, the .10rk 
is li >ht . One day (as yesterday) w w re on da~r sorvico ,- that is we v.rer read T 

to take odd jobs ;hich evan in quiet tim s ~er qui t numerous. To-da. m a re 
on the servic at ieuport Bains and to-morro t Nieuport ·_lo tc. 

1 roops \1 r continuo.ll:r pnssin~ on t 1 ir ·;a.: to end !'rom th tranche • 
Th y spend four days there nnd l o 1r day" a. rJ.y " revos". During their rest 
days they pass th6ir time in little huts, sunk amons the dun s, all about us and 
com to this cross road to paso away tho timo. Th sc huts :.ro ;oll hidcen so 
the German taubes, in flyin overhead can not neo thom,- othe~;iso their ~ s 
would .. ,hell them out. · eoo 1 number of B 1 _,ian troops passed by rna on the ro-d 
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in dinlterl'!ue, all dreosod in arJ{i, their new uniforms, and ·ai th ov~ra.l bu lers 
ir.. tll 1 ad~ plt..yine a. 1 • rch, it mado very inspirin, sight. fter supp r, 
( ;hich was as equally .,ood o. meal as lunch) lots of th rnon rostino from tho tr n­
ches, go. thor around here as th dne sho.Ps are only open bet'\·; en six 'nd ei ...,ht 
o'clock and the soldi r mak the most of tho t·;o hours. Th n they havo a 
kind of sports. This eveniuo- tvo 1en, otrin 1 d to the 1aist, had a ;;restlinc; 
nk'ltch, which lasted soi!le time until tho smallor m...'Ul ( ihO b;_,r the way -;r,ras wonderfully 
t3too d all over} threw the heo.vier one. It was all done in the best of spirits 
and \las ono of tho ost amusing oi ,hts I have over seen. Fully a hundred sol-
diers stood around as spectator , luu ;hing and cheering. One man had a Gennan 
riflo h l1ad captured but as he v~ntod tryonty francs for it, no one boueht it,­
a little ctoep in Jar times! 

Th noise w s considerrble during the evening, with groups of en stand-
ing about tnlkinr- or singingo As Hanoy and I had to be off at four in tho morn-
ing with our C'lrs, ''e turnod in early. The most comforta.bl mothod is sleeping 
on one of the dirty blood-stained stretchers in your car, for our curs are ronlly 
our houses and 'IO sit in them continually to read or Hrite or talk. e have a 
little ard room, about ten by t 'tel ve feet, and one small bedroom, ·t~here two men 
sleep or tho floor, so that our quarters are xtremely limited. However , rolled 
up in my blank t, with my clothes on, I was vo~J comfortable and in snita of the 
noise was soon oound asl ep. Before turnin~ in I askod the Gentry to :ake m at 
four nnd ,dVO hin a couple of cigarettes, to serve as ' gentle raminder, and tied 
my handkerchief on the st ring wh el, so that he \Vould know in which car I slept. 
Aft r I had got co. forta.bly n.sl ep, a soldier woke me up and w, nted to knO\V if I 
would take care of o little puppy he had in his h~nd, during the ni~ht. As much 
as I ~hould have liked to look after the pup, 1 t ~,as impossible on account of our 
early tart, a.nd of courno he H•unted tho do~ in the mornin~ again. 

At tho appointed time, tho sontrrJ woko me and I awo1ce Haney. It ·.vas 
already after sunrise and a b nutiful clear, fr oh day. ~y car starts hard in 
the morning. All of them do owing to tho heo.vy oil the anny stpplies uo with, 
but ine neemo to be the worst o all. Th only .vat; is to jo.ck up ono of the 
rev.r wheels a.nd than she starts immediately. Then by brealcin~ hor onou ;h to 
atop the wheel , but not tho encino, I drop the *jack and the c·~r is rondy to go • 
. o \:ai ted on the corner for tho doctor, vho always accOr.l}_XHlios the cars to lou­
port Bains, but lle nov r turnod un, so \H) started off 7i thout him and after goin , 
ovor the usual roads, turned to the left and C3me to tho ocoo.n. Sentries stoo-
ped us every littlo way and demanded our papers. Tho main or onl .. street of 
~1euportvillo runs parallel to the beach and ri ht v the oclge of the dunos. It 
\las a forlorn looking si~ht as nearly every houne ha.d been hit b;_,· the Gorman shells. 
One or two sufficiently intact \'mre used o.s first aid hospi tn.ls "Pootes de soc ours". 
Hero tho men are brou~ht from the trenches just below and patchod up sufficiently 
to [ llow the!Il to be cnrri d to a base t1ospital . JJ.armi te holes (made by ·shells 
xplodine) wore all about uo ,- those in the roads being roughly flllod in i edinte-

ly by the soldiers , to allo "~ motors o puss. le had to pasr- through two bullet 
proof walls of sand bag, running across tho main s~: Jt of tho to .n. mhis re­
duced the danger, as a bullet wu.s only vulnerable in ono section of t-bout ono hun­
dred yards bet 1eon these \;alls . Each wall :?Us '1 double ono of parallel lin s of 
so.nd bags and the two ends overlapped each other a few foot, oo that it was neces­
"ary to rna :e a sharp right anftle turn to r;et throu ;.oh• Some days tho Geru ns '\ro 
ohollin~ too he· vily for. the cars to go in so the ounded are brou:;ht outside. 
e otopped at three "Postes de ecours" and found only on~ -ro~mded to t·lkc :r 1a "• 

He had been shot in tho ohoulder,- tho ball wao still there, ~nd th man was suf­
fering rather badly and his co~t ~ s covered Jith rra~h blood. rere ~he trenches 
are close to the town, on the Yser river and c· nul o.n<l :10 had hoped. to go dO\m into 
them, but the doctor had not como ·ti-th us, so it W.J.S impossible. . hero were some 
fine cubjects for l)ictures but it ·.vas too early in the morning for good rosul ts. 
There ao one new cemetery amon~ the rui ned houses, with ::bout fifty srnv s,- vic-
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6 . 

tims of the recent fit,htinr; her • r. n y too .. the blc ~' in hi a car and uo re-
turned, r achin, Cox "d :lo the soldiers off duty v re turnil1g out for roll ca.ll in 
th stre ts. •r nch are tho only troo s here, for thov ntill 10. d this part 
of the lin , s they don't dnre tru ·t 1 t to t c .~nelish. • Th former's troops 
consist of merritorials, ·.ou vas and marin s,- the latvcr a touf'l'h cro;~d of soldiors , 
but stron,, young nd fearl ss d wo dorful fi .teru. This first twenty-four 
ho rs has b en an int restin one, but there should bo plenty more still more in­
terestin~ ones t 

A lot o now troopo, mor t rritorials, arrived thi<> :morning in motor 
trucks. n )Ur ntly, to-morro'·' b in · the fourteenth of July, th ~r nch natio -
·1 holiday, ith r the vr nch will c lebrote or th G rmanc ~11 take it into 
th ir hoads to start something. t this mom nt, the · rtillax is boomin~ at 
ieuport, showing some signs of ctivity nd it is thrilling to h ar it. I 

c rtainly hope thor 'Vill be come xcitement .;hile I am here. nparently, thy 
aro shoo tint; o.t n roplan • - aurie RUJ .s y turned up thi' mornin,.... from hi o 
twenty-four hour tour at 'dink rque, which comes to each man about one a veek. 
rr has boon h re inca tho and of January, ~hen tho squad first cam to Dunker­
quo and for c.bout three weeKs saY som lively times betw en o h rin 
whor ther 1aa h avy fighting in April durin~ the s cond b· ttl of t .o r. 
ost of the work thoro tas at i~ht and som tim s d r sh 11 fire. Oft n tl 

cars \,ould go down into a n wly mado m rmi te hol in tho road, but a Ford apparent-
ly a ems to be abl to g t ut f an thin~ it c~~ )et into. o-day, during t 
t..fternoon, th rc v1a a ood deal of shelling goinp; on by the French 75's and t e 
Ger.:nans too. o!IO of the men o.lk d to !;lf~uport and 1 nt through Oest Dun ,_orqu 
on the wr;..y. Th G rmans war dr pninr- a fow shells in that to".'m and the 75 ' s 
~1er firingo ov r their ads. nile w \·'ere watchin"' a .. r nch binlan sailin 
ov r th lines, the G rman air r;un started boomil , and it ~as a fascinating Qight 
to s e th o. ro la flyL high, .vhile onch report fro . the Germ .. ) ns would be 
follo1ed by a puff of omoke near the a roplane, as the shell burst clos~ by. 
Of course one of them did any ~~~ar,e, as they seldom do to those swift flyino 
machines. 

To-ni~ht is the time when tho troops in tho trenches re r liovcd, ~or 

it takes place ev ry fourth night. ns we finished supper, ue heard the bujles 
and uent out to find a battalion comin; up tho street from the trenches , uith a 
b~nd at its hoad, proceeded by the Colonel and his staff. Th ae men wore halt-

d and did a left turn, brinsin thorn into double ra ~ s, nlonP' the side of the 
road. Tho bu ,les then sounded "Au d.rapeo.u" and vhilc the mon in rank., otood o.t 
att ntion, we all saluted. Then the bi;...nd plu:·ed the r.tars illnise and it \'.'U.S tho 
most im_pressivo spectacle I have yet .:1 tnessed, a.de all ho ore thrill in; bit the 
boomin~ of the artillery continually '3'0inP.· on beyond. Flnully, the me11 r moved 
t oir ba onots and ,ore dismissed. Thoy \vere a cheerful crowd u.nd wer as happy 
as larks to be back from the trenches and h·vo four days off to l oaf . Gome of 
them immodio.t ly .vent to get n. bottle of wine .nd b o v ry enial and enthu-
siastic before lonF;• ~eanwhilo, th band beg~ n pl!,;lyine, fir.., t with "Spa rmint", 
an Am ricr......~ piece I thinJ , then 2 selection from i ~on, which r minded me of our 
opern arty only nunday b fore 1. st,- c.nd what a chan~ in see ! As the b nd 
play d, one battalion n.ftor another came dovm th road, with all their quipmcnt 
on their backs,- a hoavy load for complete it wei~hs about forty pounds. Th y 
went by che rfully, often laughinR ~nd jorin~, although thy w re on th ir ,,ay to 
the trenches for four days' duty, from which some of thorn would n ver return. 
In spite of their li~ht heartednaos, there is always that thotic lament to be 
considered. en tho bu les sounded tho retreat and I rolled up in y blanketo 
to slaep. It ·.7ns noisy as usual and the horscn and mul s, tied next to mr car, 
kept up a continual fightin, and 10':Jlin.) all nip,ht. Each fi ~ht -.7oko me U') and 
it sounded as if one of uhe o.nimalo ·,r.J.s bolne illod. All nif".)lt lon > troo s 
m rched by, returnine from the trenches, but they Tiere quieter t~qn uoual. 

At four my frie d, th sentry, wolco m 1.1p nd IJyon and I, afte~ stoppino; 
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7. 

for the doctor, wont to r ieu ort for ·;ounded. ,, voral vimeo sentries sto pod 
us or the po. n-\lOrd, which w whisper d to them, as uc slowed the cn.r do;m, but 
without stoppin ~· · o ·,,.ont throup·h Oest Dunkeroue, which th · were shelli 1~ 
yesterday, and tho ca.>ne to ieuport, about ·.vhich I have heard so much. Every 
house in the to~n io in ruins,- many of the not in~ more thun a pile of mortar 
and. brlcl<:s. e stopned at thr e "Postes de aecours" ,- fir..,t aid hospitals, 
Thich were in th ru.in ,d buildine;s, but o 1 q,t the laot one was ther o. bleoso 

for us. Poor man bo hnd bee hit by a pioco of shell in tho face, junt bolo~ 
his loft e: e so that his whole che k was torn open antl all his v:n r t eth sm.~ah-
ed. He was 7ounded 1 s t ni ,..;h t aLd •, ·as suf ering a 1 o t, and his I:' ace and coat 
~as a moss of blood. carried him b .ck and left him at one of the temporary 
fiel~ hospitals nt Coxydo , to have his \~ound dressed. Thon he will be sent by 
t_ in from Adinkerquo to some pe1~ ~nant hospi tn-1. ~s we ':1ent alone the road to 
Niouoort, the.75 .m. guns woro booning a'lay from thoir hidden positions nlon th 
roD.d and the oh llo .oulc whizz O\"er our heads ,- malring a thrillinr; C30u.nd. In 
Niouport it \vas quiet and thio mon inc; ~-he Germ.:-m.s mro doing no shell in,. 

To-day is July 11-t .. l, the 'ranch r..ational ho_idn.y, and v1e thoue;ht they 
would attempt n.n advance, an tho last two days ma.n;y re-enforcements have arrived 
a.nc sev ral batteries of 75's have cone by ua here in Coxyde. To\vnscni, \"ihO is 
the temporary squad leader horo, wont to Dunkerque yesterday evenin'; and returned 
wl th the newn that ve are to leave hero in t·vo cL1.yo, as there is so little to r o, 
and eo to a 1Jlaco called ~oestond , near Popherine;ue, which is behind Ypros, i7hero 
the sauad wu.s t\'70 months .. go. It should be moro interestlnr; thoro, as it is 
closer to the lines .... nd ·we will eo back of tho trenches at nieht for wounded,-
s.t nic:;llt bocaut>o b inc-; bO nc:-~l the tre ches, it is neceonary to do it under cover 
of darkness as much as possible for the Gc~~ns have been knovm to shell red cross 
cars and ambulances. i will b sorrJ to 1 ave this pl~ce so soon after arriving, 
as I liko it. I ouever, v1e :vill b e r ·1 

-; J 0 lioh troops, thou h of couroe we 
~lill still be <A#tta.c 1ed to the ?retch rmy ..1.0 ere. ·md I may find a clue as to the 
wher a bouts of Symes and Jones ,- tho Canadic.:.s who were Tii th us on our trip ·,;est 
last ~year and •rho enliated in the Canadian contin(:ent last winter. I have Just 
finished washing my cur out, eettine rid or all tho blood from the soldier this 
morning ns well as the dirt, so t~~t it looks li~o quito a respectable bedroom 
now. 

lot of soldiers s o o to have been going past after breakfast, so 
Lyon and I invostigat d and fo md th.a.t t ;o bnttaliona of tho sixth 'l'crri toria.lo 
'.~are e;oing to hLve a. rovie,, and so e en n-1ere to bo decoratad. · The different 
companies nosembled separately near by their quarters, fell in, fixed bayonets 
and marched throup·h the tovm to a smn.ll field b yond. It wo.s ono of tho moot 
picturesque sights imaginable as the ool cliers, ·with bayonets glistcnlng in the 
sun, went through the narr0\"1 streets, which wore linecl on both sides by quaint, 
little, red bric: or whitG-washod houses, so charact ristically B lgian. ~he 
tho colors ca~o by, prec eded by the b· d playing a stirring ~~rch that ~d our 
blood tingle. !nybody ought to be able to fight with such music to inspire and 
encourage im. o 'll nt beyond to a field, vhere about a thousand m n, just bacl"" 

:r.om the trenches, ,,ore lined up b.,. companies, in such a nm.y as to form a. bi, hol-
lo77 oquaro, on one side of which ,;as tho band with the colors in front. i'her , 
tho lieutenant colonel who Pas th hi~ est officer preso14t , read off a long list 
or. c..bout sixty nru es of solclier and officern .rho m1.d been "Ci to dans les Ordros" 
for braver_y. hey w re ordorod to forn in llne in front of their respect! vo 
companies and then one by one the ncroix de guerro" was pinned on their coat an 
oach man was kissed on both chceko b hio comma.ndinr; officer. The poor man 
had. to do lots of kiosine; before he had finished. First tho list of men "':l· s 
read uho v;ere to be decorated l>ut who had since beert killod or had diod VJhile 
performlnr; thoir bravo deed and then the clrm1s beat n tattoo. At the ond the 
band pla.~;red "An Drapeau", thon tho arsoillaise, while the distant booming of' the 
gWls told of tho continual bomb!lrdin"' oinr; on not ar avn .'i• It ma a~lfully irn-
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8. 

pros ivo to see part of n rer;inent, just beck from tho trenches, drtvr.n up in r:..nks 
at attention an the men bc.lng decorated ~nd then hearing the bc..~.nd play muf>ic thn.t 
stirred you throu h and throuc;h. Finally, the men rnn.rchod of \lith tho band in 
front playine; 'Le Sambro et ~ .. euse ',- .. wonderful march, and when they reached th 
Colonel';;. quy.rters in town, tho band played once . ore "'u Drape: u" and the ro il-
la.b,e, ;.,·hich las tho end to a momine; v,rhich I wo ld.n' t have mi ..,sed for any thing. 

Directly after dinner, ~Jyon and I st .... rted off on foot for Jieu )Ort, as 
ve ·;:ere off duty, because of our four o'clock mornin:--- '\lOra:. "e passed throuLh 
Oost DunJtorc ue, ·'lith its many heusen in ruins, for the Germans have dropped nu­
merous shells in thut town, yet tho inhabi ta .. 1ts stil have enough coura e to stay 
there. ContrUr"~J to tho CY'oneral rule, ln nome partly demolished houses they sti ll 
contil.uo their storoo and 1vine s ops. Some houses had one who1 e side cut off 
sh er, leuvinoo the other half 11 t et n.nd \'lith t~o furni turo in pl· ce and the _:>ic­
tures han ,il.~.g on the •Jalls, presented curious si:shts. I•'urther on "'IO passe an 
open field, in tho c nter of uhich, •;ero several , ns for shootin,) at aeronlnnes 
and curiously enough, tho ;uns were not concealed but ir plain sight. Here are 
the "Bois _ri nP,Ulnire 11 and on ono ~ ide of tho road, tho Prench 75 and 120 mm. r;uns 
are concealed, while on the other are Bri tioh light artillor~- and naval run&, for 
they hav a 6 inch and a 9.2 inch ';'"U.l'2 uot up. ....very fm.r minutes tho nr, rtould 

of with a loua re.ort close to us, but as th re is pructicn.lly no ..,_ok, it 
was i npossible to tell where the;r vmre hidden. .t night thoy used shells .-.i th a 
hO'-Vy black po.:dor, for th deuce clou., o ... smo t'J ntirely concealr. the flash, that 
1ould "ive av;[!.y tho location of tho r,uns. 1 s w continuec tho reports .)re\7 loud-
r, for ve ···oro no,i in front of tho --;uns. f!oon we had roac ... d ~·iauJort and a 

deool·1te loolring night it ·r..1s for th re scarcely is a single louse that isn't de-
molished. ere was the line of ~renches t~kon from the Germans many months a ,o . 

om hou<es wer nothing but~ pile of bricks and .ortar, 1hile oth rs still had 
their ua.lls atn.ndine. "'r 1ent into a roat any but the "lootine; ·•;ao poor" as 
the ouavos had carried away, as souvenirs, ever._ythin.;;, which was intercstinJ or 
s.o.ll ono ,h. In the cure'o houce nll his nice carved oak, Flemish furniture 
~vao smashed to , i ceo and his library of books scattered about tho floor in con-
fusion. It did seem wic1-od thlt o r:ruch property sho:.1lc be dootroyod. ·e 
nic ~cd up a fa·,.r in teres tin J apore and old t.1oolo ical boo.<:s , in French nne Bel-
r;if'n of cours , tl'l1-1t would be of intorost. In one house \IO took o:.;~y so~c ,hi te 
tilen, on "!lhich voro fi';ureo. ..h no .70 dug out of t LO ireplac • Thero '\voro 
no t.·;o the s<)mo and all 1ero into .. :eotinr; in deoi~1· I ·:;ould ---;i vc a lot to h.a :e 
time to thorou.;hl:f go through all th houses. Soldiarn ware bil eted ~bout in 
tho ruined houson and for this roaoon the Ger:nans still ver.1 dn.y drop in a fe;1 
shells , but nono fell during our stay. 

The church, next to tiha cure' t• house, ·•1as an intorestin~ ruin and w 

wnll{ad all through it. Just ontsidc is a ce~etery ·with hundreds of 1 ranch sol-
diers buried in it. •ach grave \l8.S curiously decorated vd th tiles t~..iken from 
the fire )la.co in tho houses or with somo li ttlo figu.re, picked up in tho ruins 
of the houses b.1 tho dead !!lun' o comrade or friend n.nd there v:ero flowers as '.voll 
placed there,- lild ones which l d bem~ ~athorecl ir! ~ e noar-by fields. ....ach 
~rave had i tb ·vooden head-board -.ncl crudely \.ri L ten •;ere tho :::1a.me of t 1e soldier, 
the date of his doath etc o In a e\'1 instances thoro was but a number and the 
word "inconnu",- a pathetic siooht. One soldier ask d mo to take a pictur of 
him, standino> alonr; sido of his comr3. e' s =->ra.vo, ·:hich I did. fo .vt .. nted a pic-
turo for himself nd tho man's wife a well, so f:.av~ me _is ad(rosn and I shall 
be suro and nend them to him. bout thirty Germans alsu , ·~~.ro buried there, but 
only two v1i th head-boards, aa the root were "inconnus". Some men ware busily 
en,a~ed in die~in) fresh ~raves for some recently killed soldiers. ~ear-by vas 
an enormous holo about thirt· foot in diameter and ton deep, .h rea bi, "Jack 
Jo!1nson" shell had fallen,- pro )a,bl:,' about n fiftoen inch one. It soe'11ed queer 
to be in this to vn, seeing the church, bi hole ate., all of .1hich I 1u d seen in 
pictures in "")aris, never thinkinr: ut tha ti o, that I -~1ould ever soo them. 
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9. 

The reports of the guns (Fr ~Ch and British} behind us 1 re terrific. 
Tl J re follm~ed by the .;histli~l , of the shel1 s over our heads nd l:ihon by their 
xplosion, DJnOno the Ge .at trenches. But most interesti of all .as to hear 

the peculiar whis line- of th Gert · .n shells, as they fl 1 throu ;h the air, just a­
bov our heads, on the· r ray to the tm,n of Oest Dunl ... or·,ue and th Bois Triangu-
lair , lhor ~ re loc9 d th b'" t 4 orios o the _ llies. It oeemed funny to thin·~ 
Of their (;Oin SO n ar UD, ,Y'Ot b in il e d for oOmeone else ;ere porfectl:r harm-
1 sa to us. heir sound \~;as . •z·rr- "!'', wh se noto did not c. n o, v.rhich ..,how-
ed tha sholls ,.,era not fo.llin but J..ng stn.i ht 01.. Tho sotu. of each shell 
lc.ste"' or p rhn.ps t'·.ro second • i ropl lOG of both sides w ro fl· i 10 hip:h u 
alon he tre11ch a, a.ch obse:rv"t the artillery fir of the other. · an';hilo, 

s .1 r firin J at them co tinu· lly and littl uffs of s ok air, follo ;-
'by srnall reports shO\vo ~<"here the nh lls v; ro xploding. toolt ef -ct, 

ac thoy seldom hi .... an aero lane. An nclir;h ma.r3.no took us abo·1.t and qho ., d us 
o.n old sar ~inc facto y, \;hore their ., l.n ha. b en for ~' \!hi le and ,hero the ar-
t ill rymon h . .1.d li vad. rh ">valls were xtremc~l " thicl: and ~ 1 thou~h shell('! fall 
o top and against the sides, the;r felt s ·.cure, ror no hine except ·1 bie sh" 11 
co . .tld l)iercc their ratroat. \:o .·.re~t alon., ·r.;i th him do vn to tho Yser river, fam­
ous now in histo forth bloody battles tat have taken place al)n its bank"' • 
. ea.rby aro the re ervo and tho. como the first line trenches. The sentr:; vouldn' t 

1 t us 0 0 beJoncl, as u trench identificrrtion c rd 1 s nee ssary, so •1e G!'l.icl eood-
by to our melish friend and turned back to Ni uport for n lit 1 mora lootin~. 

tw en the o r ·· d t 10 tovm is a de . zi zazzing COlmectinr; trench or "boyau'', 
in which tLe sol · ·rs \lal.. :.oin, to :...nd from the firot line trencheo, '"'0 as ot 
to oe a tar-?; · for 1 artillery. ny bodies of m n ·vould be dot cted i~ diu.t -
ly and Gholled, but thero bin, only throe of us it wasn't noceaoary for us to o 
by th rv of the "boyau". 

t Nieuport it began to rain a tl bjr th time we had roachoo. Coxy 
u r woll soa ... sd. It looked .. a if wo might llave an xci tin . tim o y 
throu~p tho ois Trian~~laire on uccottnt o tho G rmat ah lle and te c rtai ly 
did. .'le heard th aine;ing of th sholl , but now· th sound was different, for 
1 t \'"l s on a sha.~ ly d scanding seal , which r.1ennt they w · re dro p ino· fast. You 
can always tell by tho sormd .rhethor the~t ~ rc only _,oing ovor hoad or vhe ther t oy 
· re drop·) in,,. he descending scale i this case vns follo1.:ed by c.. terrific x-
losion as th shell lnnded near by i~ the woods and it ~s not a pleasnnt sound, 

P<-:trticularly because you could hca~ tho shell comintr. and you Jme 1 it ~,as comin; 
mi hty close, aa the batt ries at lhicz th y ~:~ r aimin w r on both sides of us. 
The amall pieces whistled as thoy 'iOnt throu ,h tho air past us and \ o could hear 
thorn nattor as thoy stn1ck the ~round. 1 found s veral piec s of shell~ some 
of 1Vhich wore still vory hot, a.ucl also two ho· os ·1hore they had otrnc1: L the road • 
. e stoppod ~~t a little dugout bob proof shelter, at which ;.vo had stopned on the 
.~y ov r, ~t the invitation of Ln English ~nnar outside. It w~s a telephone 
central o livchboard, ~,1 th about tuenty connections · nd ·.1hile we w re there tllo m n 
made .avoral connections, botwoon tho of iccrs' quarters, t.o obse1~in, station 
~nd the gun pooi tions to direct t lG fire. It ~,as realistic ;var are in the ex-
treme. This time we ··:ent in to et defini to inforna.tio:fl 1hothor tho roud be-
yond v~as be5.nc shollad. But insteatl or our fo . er friends werr- two officers 
who rather resented our intrusion. Thoy, thinkino- ~o ~7ero in o r c rs, told 
us it would be h s._ to e;et alon s oedil , as it wao very dall''l,rOU'3 thore nlo11C" 
the road, for t '/O sholls had onl just fnllen. _Iowever , we alread"'r know tl at 
nm.ch! so m continued on 111 tho r in, with the shells stil ''zirrinc;u. It 
was my first real exparionce under shell . ire at closo ounrters and .,h t interest­
ed . o most "li • .:ls the sounu of t o nholl$ indicu.ting whether they ·vero dropp1ng or 
not and tne peculiar netsation of uncert~inty an utter helpl asness. ,e 
r ached ho o in mt clot! cs and .{,.i thout any dry c nL~o. o :evor, m~t under-
clothes ·.mre drJ so I slept wa1 ly • inci on tally going to bed oarly an sleepin--; 
ten hours,- somethin, I haven't done ~ince leavin~ home. 
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To-day (Jnly 15t~l) it ·7as quiet and I only had one call,- to take some 
conval scents from the hospita~, in the dunos, to the station at Adinkorque, iher 

• they 7ill ;o to aria. Not t~m hundred yards fro the btation, a terrific storm 
("!truck us nncl it rained oo hard th':l.t durin~ that little distance, we were simply 
soaked, nud my clot_l s had onl" just dried out from yo.:·terday's Jetting. Then 
it start d to hail and stones · s lar~ as t e end or one's lit~le finger ~oro 
driven by the furious blast, so trat facinc.; it would have been i.nossible. But 
by ten we had reached tho st'tion a:.d I climbed into tho car, iith tho ;ounded 
and talked to them for fifteen mi!lu ·oo until tho stor. ~1 vv-as ovor. It .vas the most 
violent of its kind I havo over seen. :)c:...rt of tho evening I spent in a little 
wine shop, \Vi th some French P- rin s, drinkin'"': ·.;retched r ·vi and ha an intor-
esti r ti e, incidentally e;ettinf; some good souvenirs. -u • 1, ~ battalion of 
Belclan soldiers has gone by 0.1 the:r 'l .f·o take up their f ur days' tour in the 
tronchoa. Tho, w r a nice <;;iwp crino lot,- but ome of them mero boys of eighteen 
to twenty. ThCJ, like the ranch, all ru .. ve thoir eo ";les around their hat~ for 
instant use, as t. pro tee tion to heir eyes 0.0 · inst the gas. In a pock t is thoir 
f;as m .... s.rt:, so they re al\·;a.;~ s prepared.. The various companies of -'ranch so diero 
are also assembled ~or roll call, urcvio~s to startin off for the trenches. It 
\"::.ts ins iring to see those Bolt;_,iuns _.o by, a.ll as happy a.s larks,- one sot of bu"'l­
ars playinp a m.-:t.rch, then urther on c.: boy playinB an accordion. One co pany was 
Aineing the ele;ian national son~ und at the end the boys bt.trst into tho Jarseillaioe, 
so tl1at it simply made your lood boil and ntirred JOU to the ~erJ core. Such 
s .e! es al·va~ .. s stir mo, no mutter ho;v often I see them. 

To;;a ds uslt tho r.'.arineo CfV"!!O by on their nay to the trenches,- compan::l 
art ~r company of the recond RegL nt. 1 11 hn.d their !'ull uipme:nt, Ylhicn e .. -
sist d of their rifle, cartrld~e b 1 t, contc.tlninc one hundrea. and t'nentJ roundG, 
~ a:· · t, entronchi11e spade, extra pair of boots, tin pan o.nd cup, blan1ret, knan­
sacl::, · 1 th miscellaneous clot:ihos and belongin _,s and strapped in the center of their 
pack, a bie; rouncl loaf of broad, 'rflhich was for their four da;y- tour of cL y. Of 
course they had m at, notatoas and coffee besides, for their .neals, served fro. tho 
:portable ki tchano. As they went by, men dxou11ed out here o.nd there to say eood-
bye to a comrade and joined the ranks .o;nin at the C"ll of a ser ant, '.'Jhose vn.tch­
ful eye missed nothir.g. '11 the . en ··oro joKing, lauehin"' und singine,- some 
maJring jokes about be in~ killed or kill inc so ne of the Booches. .!any of tnem 
1ero "un peu gris' from the of ects of too much r d wino and their actions ,,ere 

funny in the extre e. :y friend, who was in the :.ri~· J shop with me durin; th 
fternoon, came alone in the lact company, nm7 perfectly ~ober, and .al.:ing alon 

vi th a bi :> ctick for a cane yGll Q. " _u rovoir mon vieux". Th lr t he ha.d given 
me as a souvenir was replaced b"· another one. Any marine 'lhO e 1 t.. sinr~le \"lOrd 
of ngl~sh, \Thich usually was "Good-ui )1t'* or "Good-bye", ·would call i"' out to us, 
a~· he passed, nxious to please ho " slais", for rru nt,r of them do not no-: ~1e are 

ric ns. But tho so that do r:nU. ow that \,O t..rc here as volunteers, oerving 
wi thoat ):7y to aid 't"h.e :~rencb. , are tremm dously impressod nd thinlc the ·.orld of us. 
In fact, our squad is much tho .ost popular for they like ·1s much bettor than the 
l!.na;liuh or even French ambulanc n ,- ! think probably because ··Je all 11'--c to asso­
ciate with thorn and do little thi 1008 tlk'1t please them, consequently, thoro isn't a 
thing the Prench soldi rs won't do for us. llso our men are n.lvm.ys on hand_ for 
rush calls, whereas tho Enc;lish nre apt to be hiduen away in some •:ine ohop or off 
ba.thlne;. 

Durino- tho night, about one, I v;..._ s awa. ·ed b.;r soldiero archin~ past and 
kn w that the m rines of the firr.t regi ont, relieved in the trench s by their com-
ra<les, 1ere on thoir \;ay back to their en~. he other ni )ht the Zouaves wont 
through, but the were q iet. _he . ~ri e~ ~re or the contrary noisy and came b~ 

W sin in, ·.dldly. As one co . .1pr~.:n came arou11c the con or they burst into the ar­
scill~ise, and as I lay on .;J strctcllor in tho car, il' ppod in my blnn~ .. cts, listen­
in:: to thor_;e mon just on their ~·ay bt ck rro:n the trenches, ;h ro they had left some 
of their comrades nev r to return, sinsin_. that inspiri ~song i tho dead of ni ht, 
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it e.ed so won orfully utra.tlt)O a d yot no ro 1, thnt I wonder d 1f p rh. s ~as 
1 o"': dr :;.mine;. our later they ha all pasced nd it \I< ::: nutot ac'aiu or a 
\Jhilc • .Ph .n 'lbout (1, ·li'""ht, I \iO .. o up and bUdc enly hoard t.. terrific report of a f_"';Ull,­

the bi ;;.)est I have yet h ard '1.n~ then follo-;md a lone; loud "zirr-rr", as a Ger-
ma: •• shell of soma bi , calibre pass d ovor the Ol.loo tops. It made terrific 
sound and col.ld be hear· for several seconds,- it seemed a minute. It v.ras the 
onl one and :her 1 t w ... s bound for, on' t ·rno\. The r port ; ras so loud tlw.t 
at br akfast ev ryono said thoy F.d Jee 1 ,;a:ted by it, oxcc t one sleepy head ~hom 
nothin, coult stir u..: at nir;ht. t~lbinni v1ao here yesterc1qy and oaid at Du .ccr-
que t oy ha a. r ..... id by hal a ozen Ta.ubes , -:.rhi.ch dropped many bombs, but did 
little harm. ere have boo two c~ptive balloons in the air,- one _ere and an­
eth r ne'" r the to-: ... of Fumes,- rench of cource, used f'or obzervi '"' the effect of 
the · rtil1 e .. fire. This '!O i the cnr& returned from .ieuport Bains w1 th o·n1:1' 
one blesso but he was a bad ono, o.s c.n aerial torpedo thro.m from a gun in the Ger­
man trenches ha exploded betwee!l his le~s n.nd e ·.ras terribly torn. ...he next 
trip t .ere, io at cloven,- then seven and ni.no in tho ovoninG• The four A . 1. 
cc..rs rarely got more than one or two u;oundoL • r .oro men o.ro hit durine the morn-
L.:; (.nd the da~lli~ t trip only cets those ~ . .-ounde<l during the nig. t, which is ver-J 
fov . 1he last f w days severe 1 lar.c;o re.~ch guns, 155 mm. calibre I thirur, have 
go 1 by here , dra·.m by so otit os sixteen horses, so it looks as if they ;ere pre­
P .ring to do some more seriou" bonbardin._, to compete v;1 th the larr;er G·erman guns. 
The trencL ·.rL":.rfa.r here is really at a st-=J dstill and is li el~~ to remain so, for 
it is more import[mt and ea~ier for one side or the other to break through the op­
posing lines further south, .... a.rounc Ypros or Arros , ·:;hich v:hen done will force the 
ene!'ny to fb.ll back in this re~ion. 

Ju·~ 15 - 20. 

···ord crune late Thursd.a afternoon to rotun1 to Dunkerque imnediataly and 
p cl in ) up ·r s a m· ttor of a. f u . inutes only, s o ch . carries his blankets 
and few personal belong1ne;s in hin c r all tho tirno, and. no it only moant loading 
on a few boxes of "esoe cetr, tires and ~orne od(S nd ends fro tho guard roo • 
We [ 11 hated to say good-bye to this apot at Cox ·do, bee use it ic very unli el1' 
th t .10 will f' _nd anothor one . s interostin3; or a1:1 T!on.r the front, ·.rhorc there i ~ 
so uch co ... 1tirl"J.' lly ... oL1~; on. It bogn1 to pour just bofore start in~ "ln it .ns 

\70t ride of :.:bout an hour. .l~ c. r had no nrotectin hood nr..d canvas shield 
like tho othor Fords, so the r .... in,. driven by a heav;l' riind, ma.de it almost blind­
in and tho only \.;ay I could se0 ,;nt1 to keep one eye closed nll tho way,- tho 
windYlar<l eye! Driving r rot vy fast in b. little light 1'0rd, over !llilo after mile 
of slip ery cobble stonen, for the otraotn are ,..11 pave, 1ith one eye closed, ~as 
rat er an a..rrrasin; situation. O":'mver, I '"O t porf.ectl~ dt;l in spi to of the 
hoav;· t ri vin9; ·rain ~nd e all roo.ched the villn nt Dun :orqae nt sup or time. I 
hncl the ,.,.reat ple"'CiUre of fincli ~ oeven letters,- mo.ny of the!n from hom. but un­
fortunately ~h re v1as no uch to do that nie;ht that it \?D.S the· next afternoon be-
fore I had a chance to read them nl • :O·:tt v:hen the time calj]e 1 most certainly 
enjoyed them. 'i th t-..1elve o.~tra men in an ulready overcrowc1cd house, tho res-
pects for sleopin did not look any too )ood, no I turned in, in my car, and lau 
ed at the rain pour5.nt; out. ide. here ;oro a good .. any le· 1{j.,. laceo, but I 
man[ ge to lay my bl· ·1kots -. wo.y from under the:n and co kept vc . c.rJ• 

,..,,e ·;are up early o.n<l each loaded a full box of "essence" in his car for 
our supply at oar now place , and left ·~t _ire. Again , just beforo starting, the 
rain lH~tpn, but it ,, as f .. r heavier th· :n yo. ter<la,'" ,- '"' I cal do·<'nr)o- r. Only four 
cars rem..:'lined be i:nd,- nltin ~ s v-cutee 1 in ou.r convoy .?.nd as \'.e all \·;ent through 
the to .ns, the ord looked llke a lot of i ~1ects, scur • ing al 11 the ro:::.d, ~.nd 
overyono turned out to aeo these imitation car , at t1 o samo time crJinno out "Vi e 
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los nr:la.is". ho country wac extremely picturesque with canals, old indmills 
and r d tiled brick hous a everywhere. mho roads in France were fino but on 
crossine the Belgi·n li o they became very bad. An hour later were ched Crom-
boc,- our 'bode for the ~ ro• ent. It is a much ore pictureaoue little tovm. 
than Coxyde and has an interesting old church, and many of the houses have little 
gardens overgrovm with prot y flowers. On the 7.J. T m pass d many Paris busses 
and it seemed queer to meet them :lay out in the count "• hey are us ,d for 
carryinc- meat and food for the an ·s· loo we m t ny troops on their ·,·;ay to 
the trenches and pass d the headquart rs of the eonoral and staf of the 45th 
divi ion in a smn.ll tovn. For a lonC'!' ways back of th trenches, there are 
troops, convoys, w~gon( of all kinds and all the incidentals that go to the sup-
port of a hi::; anny in tho field. In this lit t le tmvn of Crombec are hundr ds 
of 'Jagons and horses in campn scatt red amone; the field,- all a part of this big 
transpor ation system. 

On arrivinP', it stopped raining, and we driod out our thint;s. ora 
we are to replaco a souad of twenty-five Fr nch cars, Panhards , and as 10 cam in 
and saw tl1ese beautiful big ambulances, parked in a field, they presented a fino 
sight. Yot thev aren 't able to st~nd the wor on these bad roads, and so we are 
replacin~ them lith these brokondovm 11 ttle tin Fords ! To-morro7 we vill et 
straightened out, vhon they leave, but to-ni )ht we meroly put our cars in another 
muddy fi ld temporarily. ·~e hc.'1.d dinn r nt a "Herberg" or wine shop, for evor:i 
ot er house see s to b ono, and our table V7as set outdooro under a strip of can-
vas, to k on off the ruin. It was placed betroen the house and tho barn and · 
pi )oty in a. clirty little muddy courtyard, full of pools of filthy, otabllant ~at r. 

ot an appot izino; place to eat, but in thio lifo those little things don't ma);:e 
any difference and 1e all c to h rtily of · ... very poor m 'l.l, oervod ~ai th the unual-
ly bad B lgi~n boor. Tho food ;as cooked alon~side our table on a 10oden otov ,-
a novelty to m for I had never so n or hoard of one before. ·hose little Bol-
)ian to:m.s and houses are : .... & picturesque as c n be i ae;ined, but they are dirt;J 

and filthy as they can be,- I hnvo nevor seen anythinc at home that can compare 
·~ith thorn. o look at them from a distance , with the eye of an artist, is a 
real source of pl asuro but from the standnoint of comfor~ and cleanliness, it is 
b st to lool{ tlle other "r;'/ay, towards the ,raen fi lds of "ro lin':. rain. 

Half of tno souad re::1ained hare whil , the rest 1ent on to \lo stond, a 
f e\'/ , .. ilomet rs beyond. · ~ · will r place the.:n next week and take turns t th~t 
70rK. It should b int resti no, a<" they ran do .,n at nin-ht for i,VOund d to the 

"postos de secours" ,- first aid dress:1. ... ) stations , only a fe IJ hun(lred yards bac .. 
or tho tr ncn a. 1' roads re bad,- full of sh 11 holes, and it m· ;: s i · ard 
drivine; for of course no li0 ht ... of y ·~ind can be used. Th r vaan 't much to 
do in tho ev ninoo o v ~ent into one of the numerouo " rberg' o", j·u~t befor s 
por and had oottl r~thor poor "vin blonc". It vas a funny littl place 
~1ith til d floors and none too cl .• , hnd oupp r inside tho, bar to-ni~ht, 

_ a:s our squad is so much omall r now, and to our surprise on the rro.ll behind us 1W1as 
nail d a lon, colored picture of Brookl~l Bridge! It rained lightly all ven­
in but the lind blew a ;alo , and having chang d , ;as blowing into our c" rs from 
bahind,- the only bad quarter for •1s , so it was hurd to keep dry. Hov:ever after 
gott inp· inside, I tied the canvao flaps dovm , rolled into my blankets, and slept 
lik a log for nine hours. 4he car rolled und j~~ued about li' a ohip. so I 
thou._.ht sometimes the wind would blow it across the fi ld. Curled up in thes 
livtla cars at night, out in the country, you can certainly sl ep .mnd rfully. 
Y sterda;r, ''e passed soma trenches and a.rbed \··ire ontan ,1 ments ,- the 1· tver 
be in~ tne first I had seen. They ,;ore wicked loo ·dnP; contri vn.nces and inntead 
of tho lire b in~ strung on short posts in a haphazard way a.s I had pictured, it 
was done in a. very systematic way on a regulL.r pl n. 

This mornins early was b n.utiful ,- the air being clear and crisp, li.o 
an eurl,:,r Au st dnv at home. Soon after do.yli ,· ht the German guns 'started u) 
and k pt up an incessant bo.bard~ent for a cou)le of hours, with some of their 
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77 mm. guns. Then I got up and took an hour'o walk among tho fields of roHin{; 
rain and it was fnscinatin~ in the quiot of th morning to et away from tho 

horrors of this war, van for only such a shoz·t time. Tho troops h ro ·are most-
ly native Algerians d Zouaves. In talkinG to one o the latt r last night, 
when he found we were Americans from the Uni tad States , ho wanted to 1rnow if Span­
ish was the language we snoko! Y t that really isn't eo stran~e after all, as 
they don't distinguish b tween North and South Pmorica, and in th latter hernia-
ph re of course tho languae;o is almost entirely ~panish. Saturday was quiet and 
th re was literally nothing to do cxcont to chango our location to tho barn-yard, 
There the French cars ".vere parked, which we have replaced. An aeroplane just 
fl Vl ov r head and a captive balloon s en far away over tho linos ar the onl~r in­
cidents of the day. ~e all spent a lot of time wnohing, cleaning and overhaul­
ing our cars, r ady for th se very ba.d roads. Guns started booming at dayli ht 
and have been coin) over since in tho direction of Ypres. Sunday was equally 
quiet and no thin J happenod. b"'vet:! even inc about throe, u convoy of about ten 
bi_. a.rio busses stop alone this road, all loaded with sides of mutton nnd boor, 
and smaller wu one, drn\7n by two horses or mules , back up and part of tho load ir 
transferred to them. Then the busses )o on to another oontor whore they repeat 
tho same n·ocoss, while the wagons distribute thG moat amone the different camps. 
The system of this oreanization is '.IOnderful. 

o-day, tho nineteenth, v1e all were busy durin ~ the ornint;. I hnd 
four "a.ssis" to take from a. littlo field hospital to Poporinr;h • he a.bov 
hospitals are verJ hard to find, as they arc usually up some little sido lane, 
in a farm house. he road to Poperinche v1as bad "pave" and it must havo boon 
uncomfortable for the "blessestt. I know it is uncomfortable enou.o;h for us, 
a.lthou~l his joltine about settles your breakfast well and ~ivos you a fine ap-
P tite for dinner, aton sittine at the table next to the pig pen. Saw lots of 
English troops all along and artillery as well. In one field the men were r;oine 
through charges and throwing hand grenades . How different the effect of this 
same thing, only a little ~~y beyond in the trenches. It is av~l to think of 
the practice a soldier must eo throueh in the methods of best killin~ his fellow 
creatures. At oporinehe many buildings wo in ru.i. from th Gonna.n shells. 
le left the wounded at the neatest d cleanest kind of a. tent hospital, close by 
the tracks. Here they nre load d in the cars and sent by train to Paris and 
other base hospitals. Very likely somo of those men may be taken out of the 
train at La Chapell in Paris, by men on the Paris squad of the American Ambu-
lance and transported by them. In tho o.fternoon I spent most of the time work-
ine on my motor, taking the commutator apart, eloa.nin it and also overhauline; 
the rest of the en~ina, so that it now is fin r than ever, xoent that becaus 
of the heavy oil, it is still as hard to start. A fev~r Algerian hors men ( Spahis} 
are camped in tho next field to ours and they are very picturesque, in their bril-
liant costumes,- certainly fine marks for the enemy. All their horses transported 
from Alg ·ers are a splendid lot. At niNht the sky is lit up brilliantly by il-
luminated bombs, throi~n up from the trenches by both the French and Ger:mans, so as 
to prevent any ni~ftt attacks or su~rises by the other. First one takes a turn 
at throwins them up and then the othor. 

Tuesday, the twentieth, was like the ~revious day. In the mornin~ I 
took three "couch~s",- all "malad s" not nblessoe", in my car from Ambulance 4/2, 
which is at a littlo farm house, to Poperinghe. They said there had been more 
wounded arrivine to-day than for sevaral weeks, so it be_;ino to look as if thoro was 
an offensive movement b einnin~,- no doubt that explains this incessant cannonading ,-
which always preoeods an infantry attack. Also last evonin~, a whole rec1ment of 
Fr nch artillery of 90 mm. guns went by towards Ypros. Another French aero)lane 
1as fir d at, but of course not hit. It is very interestin , to \mtch them throueh 
the glasses, for this time I brou~ht my t~1elve power Z iss binoculars and they mako 
such spectacles ~ond rfully vivid. ~ ost pathetic of all are th little come-
tori s nlon~ .. side of the farm a'1lbulance hospi tala, some vi th more 
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t' on two hundro iJ'r"'.ves ..... nd D .. ll ·;1 th t:'. dozen or ore du;_) in o.dvnnco, ready for tho 
:now victims. lit,lo mound 0 O'"'rtl an D. \100don crone~ 0 head-board -;tith the 
na.mo o.n !.to are the only t .i that Dl?lif· the solclierH last restin~ plo.co. 
The Fronch soldlern o not live ·n te .. ts in the field at all., but n.re billoto 1 a­
round 11 variouo farm buildings ,- sl n ... ing in barns or in out houses. T'o --n:-
11sh don't do this so much, as t' oy h ve a cood 19.11" tent cam_ s. It ·iz...s inter­
es tinE; to not leo t at !111 ~heir v:i1i to tents h'ld boon 

1 
intod 'Vli th various co ors, 

!11 stroa::s a:nd blotches, ~10 as to rander the~n incons~nicuous. or whon ooon bJ 
a '' t l.Ube'' :ron above they thuc; blend into the lal .. dsca: ~. Lyon just c. me in from 
/oer;tend, ·-;here the other eieht cars a.ro, .: nrl saic the Gcrm:1ns havo beon nholline 
t o. for un hour with 77 and lOb mm. shells. hoy all dropped ,:ithin a on~ll 
rod ius, L1 a field not a hundred yardo av1ay and for a while it was ve~.,. exci t i nC)II. 
Ho~mvar luc cily no one ms hurt. H said it w':).s a ino si

0
ht, seei 1~ the s 10llD 

explode so near by. 4uter \lO fo·1nd t l"t one . an hn.d been )'cilled, his head b ine 
out of . , and 8.Ilother badly ·~;oundo~ by tho so sh lla ,- but fortunately nono of o 1r 

n ...,, re touched. Our me~.18 horo conQist mostly of pork chops , but at times thoy 
vary our monu ui th rabbit. Ho·;;ovor , each time thoro seem to be fower cats a-
round, 30 it begins to look suspicious . 

At Coxyde I got n blous r nd strlpod jorsoy from one of the ma.rines and 
on cool niehts tho former io fino to slii> 011 bofor ~oine to bod. There an amus-
in·,. incident tool<: place while a compa~ y or ~rines iUs oinc, throu )h tovm on its 
-::a._r to the tre 1chos . . lo:z g behi d \:ero t·\vo soldiers following, vi t 1 :nci thor , n 
nor equip:'":lent of ·~ny kind, both ui to drun1{ o Their officer aoei1 o; thorn ston ed 
an< a.sJc d them wh .re thay were . )oing. l?orfec tly ooriouo , one so 1 dier dre\; hin­
self up and said "Captain, we are ,oinr; where duty calls us" 1 Evan i n war ti os , 
there are n:L9. y incidents full o humor. t this everyone ntanclin by roared. 
Evon the capttl.in smilccl a1 d tho incident was closed in a hw:1orous va~, ,- quite · 
contrast to the wa~ .. the sono t in'; \ ould 11ave been done b~,. the Gornn.nn . It is 
wonderfull.' interestin; to see the close feelin_) between the officers and men in 
th .. Prench o.rmy , - one secret of their fino spirit . modnesdn.y, tho twenty-first , 
·~as the s, :no as previous ck?.ys and. no thine ne·.v to ndd. ~ont to Pophcrin~o , as 
uoun.l, ·with u. car load of wounded,- all "aoois" . It in awful at these hosp i tals, 
seeino- tho n.gony t.1e .~1en o throu__;h , havin~"'~' t 1eir \IOU.nds te._l)Olnrily drossod t o 
sto the f l o77 of blood. Yeoterda;;l an ~nc;lish TO"':l1Y tur1 ed up :J.t our "Herbor.;1 , 

durin~ dinnor , and sn.t down and h;_d 3. elass of beer ;ith ~1r.. r:o told somo in-
torestint; stories or trench l_fo 9 b 1t ·.iOrGt or ~11 W!J..S his dencription of tho 
dead bodies , that lay unburied for ~eok~ at a time, betweo1 th linen of trenches . 
It must be horrible for a raa.n to ne, a comrn.do or hln, lyin:; de!ld before his ver:i 
eyes , day after dn.y. .Ie ..,poke of the spies i n Bele;ium and ho ·; the , ayor of 
1: rment i ers was cuucrht and e :ocutod, - i ~ doesn• t seem pobsi ble ,- a 1~ayor of a 
French tovm . ...his Bri tishor, who was of ~he dost Yorkshire retJment, ~'las a 
mlc;ht:;~ nice sort. The .1.ir has benn full of ranch, ·nelish and German machines 
all [J.fternoon and ->halls h·vo bnen·bursvlng all about them,- a continual boom of 
burotin.IT shells followinr; the sudden &p·e·rn.noo of little alls of nmoke ,- the 
white ones indica tin; .:oorench · shell burotn :-:nd the bl[~Crl: the Germ-;.ns. 

JULY 21 - 31. 

I h[.;.d an officer with a very 1>'td case or appendicitis to car:r~l thio morn-
inO' from Beveren to 10pherineae. e wa~~ suf ering t rrthlv n.nr it a.p. nrantly 7as 
agony for hir.1 to be moved about on hi'"' stretcher. HO.ievor, the doctor, \'110 ca o 
alon with me, r:;c.ve him a dose or mor )hi no before r tartine;. r:e had mor, than 
twelve miles to eo, over ~he roi.t~hest of clgian po.v~ roads nnd alt_ our,h I ~.rent as 
sl:~".'!ly and cnrofull:,r as posr-;iule, the lie· .. to nt .tlU!3t havo nuffereu a groat deal. 

owevor, he sald he had hfl (1 a comfortable tri . • J he doctor ~" ~ ve nic 'l.nd 
1 had n. leL-sa.nt mornin; ·;,i th hl'Tl, as a co·. n.nion on tne frm t ooat ··:i th ,e. 
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II ~as very apr.rocin.ti vo of ovarythinr,- done and loo --ad upon it t..s if v;a wore doing 
thorn a favor. Since being in Franco the last tv;o months , my ;holo opinion of 
the French has chan&od. ~npecinlly hore, durin~ the last t;o weeks, livin~ with 
tho ooldi rs, has brought mo in closor toucl1 \lith tho roal spirit and character 
of the ranch people and I don't believe ther nrc r:.·ny finor, brav r or mor ap-
Jreciatlvo p oplo in the world. I havo the ~reatost acilniration anc respect and 
von love for thane wonderful peopl , who in this crisia aro ready to sncrifice 

anything or evertthing. ~he ~hole nrtion is united, aa ~ngland is not, and each 
individual is nrep~red to do his share and more too , \~lich sha~eful to say, is not 
so i n F.neland. conditions that oxist across tho channel to-day could nover be 
so horo in F1~a.nco and I believo the fundamental reason is because of tho wonder­
ful national unit~r, spirit and unbounded patriotism of the French. On return­
ing to Beveron, with tho doctor, I stoJped :1 minute at the quart rs, v1hile some 
of the officers wore at lunch, anc.l had a e;lass of '.ilno ~;i th thorn. This voning 
it rained steadily and th re :~s a continual boom of heavy German guns,- tho lleavi-
ost by far that I have yet heard. s ome poor to~n munt be getting it badly. 
It poured hard all night and we all got quite wet, for '.ftor this dry \Veather , tho 
seamo in the tops ~nd sides of tho cars have opened up \lido and it took some hour 
of rain, before they s;mlled up. To-day, the twenty-third, I did not go out 
_though ull tho other cars did. In the afternoon , Putman , vho has been quite 
sic~~ tho last week , \vas carried off in his ambul nco to Dunkarque. It looks 
like typhoid, but I hope not. Ryan has also been very miserable and siC1( .. ,i th 
a bir boil on his lip, and had it lanced to-day nt on of the field hospitals. 
This is a ~uddy spot 1hen it rains and pools of ~ater aro all about the yurd. At 
dinner, the wind wao in tho wron~ direction, and the smoll from the pig pen (which 
is next to our t·blo) was far stronger than the odor of our nork chops on the 
table, ao our landlord produced a bottle of strong disinfectant and emptied its 
cont nts around the court, so that there was quite a confusion of odors and it 
smal t as if we ·v ro eating food sanitarily treat d by the ~ost approved methods. 
Very quiet at tho trenches and in tho air to-day,- ovin~ to the violent wind. 
rent to Poporin~he as usual on rida~,r and 1 t rained r.1ost of the da:! , so v.re were 

uncomfortable all the tiMe. Brenner and I took a 70.lk after supper and return-
ed by moonlight,- it ,;an beautiful. 

Heavy showers all morning and the trip to Poperingho not oo'lJocially 
pleasant. Had tvo couches,- one which I picked un at .bulanco :4,- tho other 
at 4,'2 ,- tho former sic,!::, tho other wouadod in tho temnle. 14 t two-thirty, five 
or ua left our farm yard for r oostond, where wo ,·ill replace the other squad for 
tho comin~ -wook. s oon after arrivin•~ tho others left one by ono fo1· our quiet 
to\'fm of Crombec. Here things are V f.;ry different for wo arc much nearer the 
trenches and instead of tho captive balloons being in front, they are bohind us. 
··,e are stationed at an uambulance" (mili to.ry hospital} on the main street. Be-
hincl us is a bomb proof , undereround shelter to d~c ~ into when tho shells fall, 
as the to·m is bombarded re._,ula.rly every few days. n;! thin twenty feet of my car 
is tho nd of the roserv lino of trenches, in front o ·ihich is a tangled mass o 
barbed wire, which the soldiers have been worl'::inp; on this ovenin >• Had a man 
with pn umonia to take to 0 oporinghe , soon after arri vine, and all alonG ',fare strings 
of teams, motors and convoys, to say nothing of th troops,- French and En:;lish, 
marching along the road or aittin~ in groups about their camps or in front of the 
hous s whero th y were billettod. 

About sup er timo (here we eat in n nice clean room, by tho way , and 
sl ap on a bod of strav1 in tho loft) the air wn.s alive vith Fr nch and Gormnn ma-
chines and the guns w ro popninr; away. It was vary exciting , as the batteries 
arc stationed all around us. The ~~hole sky , in places , was dott d with littl 
puffs of amoke, where the shells were burstin~. Several German Machines \loro 
almost over our hendo and tho guns nearly got one. The sholls were exulodin> 
all around it, each one ottinG nearor than the last and it looked as if tho ma­
chine vas running dir ctly into the puffs of smoko. Finally, the aviator lost 
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hio n rve and turned his machine around and head-d the other way. The shells wore 
bursting all about him, when sudoenly tha ·car shot domwards and ~e thought they had 
winged him, but soon he apparantlr recovered, as ho hurriod back to the German lin o • 
Then a cloud of omolre pourod fro n his machine and we thou3ht it 1as on fire. A[11in 
we ware deceived for h flew on out of nic;ht, g tt.ing lo·.J r and lo .or so that we 
thought he would not reach the German trenches. Lhe Fr nch troopo opened fire on 
him, ns ho sailed by low do\7n but at terrific speed. Aryparently he managod to re-
turn to hi., ovm lines, but there 'l;ro,o no question that hio machine had boon disabled 
and that he himself had had , narro'i: sc::..po. ];'or t•.vo hours these aerial battl s 
continu d and they w re the most spectacular sights I have yet seen. ~t times 
th y "'ere very thrlllin • 

Budd 'Nent dO\"lll to one of the "P vstes de seoourc:!rr, back of the trenches, on 
a hurry call o.nd returned with a terribly wounded mnn. A sholl had burst so near 
him that his clothes wero literolly torn from his body and it is needless to say 
that he wa." badly cut up. "han he \las carried away on a atretchar he cried, not 
from pain , but beoauso l1o did not want to leave tho trenches and hie co~rades! 
Suoh brave~J is almost unbelievable. All evening the guns were boomin~ steadily, 
Behind us is a French battery, whose shells ~o whizzing over tho to~~. Their ~ 
noise la torrific and they just seem to cut through tho air as the.r so over our 
heads. The latoot rumor is that the Ysor canal is dry, for the French hnvo in 
some way divortod tho ~ator. It looks as if they were propariilg for a bic; a.tvacl .. 
and now tho .. may be able to cross on foot when tho mud dries. 

At half past oight, about dusk, I vent do~m with t·.vo ttbrancardiorsn to the 
"postea de socours". ·:o went throur;h this to~vn, pas 'ling several houseo "lhich are 
partly or wholly in r~ins, for tho Go~ans are beeinning to bombard it, then along 
a fine stretch of road,- tho best I have seen yet , to :Slverdinghe. This town is 
in a sad condition, for lt has been under shall fir for many months, and its pic-
turesque church, among many other buildings, is completely ln ruins. After leav-
ing the to~m, wo took a narrow ro d, flunked on both sides by wheat fields and ahead 
of us saw a row of trees, which marlted th course of the famous Ysor Canal. On 
this aido of it a.ro the first line French trenches and on tho other, are the Gemc'ln's. 
We passed many troops scurrying along the roado, in the dusk, and filing into the 
communication trenches, on their way to relieve the other soldiers. Here they hnve 
four days in tho first tronchos, four days in th second line and ei£;ht days "au re-
pos". me passed ono of the rooerva line of trenches, fillod with mon o.nd it ~ao 

a ver.y realistic sight. On. wo went, finally a.rrivine at ~ little farm house, 
protected by barricades of nand ba~a, as a safeeuard against the bulleto·that 11hizz 
by from the German trenchos. Here we were bot en tho third and oecond trenchos 
and the first roro only a f w hm1dred yards beyond us. Both sides were continual­
ly thro ving up ttfusees", which looked like bi~ sky rocJo::ots, as they burst i h up in 
the sky, lightninr.- up tho fields so brillinntly, that sometimes it is possibl to 
read a newapap r half a milo a1ay. e could not usa lights of any kind of course, 
for only inside the farm, behind shaded windows, Tcls it possible. A doctor and 
several brtl.Ilcardiers ~ .. era there in attendance and told us there v ere five wounded, 
which meant making a return trip us that was .ore than vo could carry at one time. 
J.\70 of those we took on the first load were in bad shape,- one with a t rribla hea.d 
wound, the othor with a badly smashed· arm. mhe former had to have his arms and 
lee;s tied to prevent him from strne ....... ling. Six men (which includod two of us on 
the front seat) in a poor little ord made quite a heavy load over roads that ~1ere 
nona too ood. ~hose poor men must have ouf~ered terribly on tho roturn trip for 
the r groaned and moaned all the ·way. It • s a ~ul to hear them and kn0\1 thero is 
nothin, to do but to dl-ive slowl;r and Cc rofully. 

After having their banda~es ex~~ined at tho ambulance in oesten, one of 
tho oars took them from thero, whoro \IO are stationed all the time dth tho cars, to 
one of tho fully equipped operating honpita.ls at Crombec, a few miles be;Tond. _he 
ambulanc at oesten is tho central roc ~.\nr; station for all ~10unded from ho vari­
ou 'pooteo do secours, of this divisio ~or the French ar.my, which holds a raw kilo-
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mat rs only of line in b tweon the British and B lgians. From hera th yare sent 
to different places. " al:..)d st nearly a.ll go to the Po Jeringho ambulance and aro 
from there sent 1).r tr ... in to naris or other :perm:;.nent hospi tala. lounded are ,., ont 
to ambulances such <: r tho so .. t Crombec. _er if ve sli htly '/Ottndocl tho; r -
main until the,. ht ve recovered. If vary badly rvo·1nde i vho:y rema.in only ao long 
t!.S is r-acos .. ,a.r;l b for they o.r fit to b sent to )01) rinr;ho and thence by train 
to a base hospital,- n rh!lps in c:.ome dist~ p8.rt of France. <io each wounded 
)oos through five various runbula.rceo or hot.•)it la, tho fifth boin0 his final ono. 

'ro ambulance #3 in Cromboc all tho \JOrst cases o.re sent and the U.enth rate, n. 'lful 
to sn.J, is one in thr o. 

On the way lxtclt from tho socond trip, 10 found tho rend full of troopo,­
re- nforcomonts, so the brancardiore said, as they are expecting oomothin~ to ha pen 
on one si<.lo or tho othor. The bluo e;rny of their uniforms, in this lir;ht, made 
them almost invisil>le. ''o also mot cnrt& and \lae;ons vii th sun!_')lies as woll as 
caissons takinr; a..nmunition do·m to thoir l>attories. Tho 75's a.ro beautifully 
hidden in the hotgos and in the ed~"~'oe! of the woocls. A protecting screon of brush 
and bushes mn.kos thom inviriblo to tho · eroplanoB and the Germn.ns have been unablo 
to l0cate them. \ an I returned there \tore three r1en fixed up and ready to ;Jo 
to \Irs. Turner's hospital at Rousbruggc, about tv10lv miles away, so off I went 
with them. By nov the moon, nearly full, was shininr.; brightly and it was easy 
to soo the nu.y. It was o. lone lonely ride, with no one to talk to and three bad-
ly wounded r.1en inside, groanin--; and mon...11inr; in pain. Sometimes the \vorlr is heart­
brouk1ng. But almoot tho \70rst part of all is the sight of the men at tho "postes 
de sec ours" just brought il1 froM the trenches, D..ctually clrip1inr; v.ri th frosh blood,-
tith thei:r hands, faces nnd clothes still wet with it. On this lonely ride evory 

11 ttle v1ay sentries ·;ould ju.tnp out in the road crying nho.l te-la". It was neces-
sc.ry to stop tho ce..r a fev7 yards auay fror.1 thom ant then answer back "ar:Jbulanco", 
wherou on one of the two sentries would aP'"roach to identify u.s, meanwhile holding 
hiG r;un carefully in both hands. Some demanded our papers before they ;ould a.l­
lo;; us to proceed, whilo othors \;ore satisfied 7li th our whispering the p ..... Es-word, 
uhich by the •Jay chances overy twenty-four hours. Once the scntrJ was not ver::,r 
wide aw~a and I got by before ho jumped out,- that \vas on the vt'ay hot1e and I ·.ras 
movine alone; prott~· fast, buv I stopped in a11 ar~-ful hurry, putting ny brakes on 
hard. ~1esc half asleep Zouave sentries some times are as likely as not to tak 
a. pot shot at you, if they thinlr you are oooin~ by ;·ithout stopping, and so it rm.ys 
not to take anJ cl~nces. I passed troops,- t1oro re-enforcements either ~arc~in~ 
or bivouacked all alonr; tho rood, n.nd it \Tas vmird , co~inr.; suddenly on these si­
lontl:,r moving bodies of ~en. The only other tima I had been over this road ">1<10 

yesterday and at nieht thin~s looked quito differently , yet I managed to ~e all 
tho correct turns vd thout get cine lost. I returned soon after midni;-;ht a 1cl went 
to bed for a couple of hours. Before three I w~.s av:o.ked ng·:tin and v;e visi ttid 
three "postes de secouro" after daylight but thoro were no more ;oundoo. which ,va,s 
a pleasant relief. Then rollin[; u in my blan,..ets in tho straw I was soon sound 
aolcep, not vakin& up until elovon,- just before luncl. 

_o\vnoen<l uont do vn to onp of the 75 l)atteries and had an awful tir.1o '\Ot­

ting to it acros11 the fiolds. One of their own shells had explode and t ·;o men 
T1ere badly wounded. !hen thoy arrived they rere a sad si ,ht ,- all blood:,r and cut 
up. One r.:10.n' s hair '\V~ s terri bl ~ burnt and a pioco of metal, the size of one's 
fin.;er, driven into his chook, wan still stickine; there. After being fixed up, 
they ~, ro t·a cen to am.buls..nce 4fo3 at (..rOt:lboc ,- the ono where:~ the mortali t~t is one in 
t ree. All d.:'ly th re have been ~.eroplanos ovor head and all day both sides have 
been wasting am'Tlunition on thor. . Also the heavier guns ha.va boon firing steadi­
ly,- tho Gorman shells ap:1arently beine; directed O.{)linGt a French batte~J, station­
ed a short distance in front us. Hero we ::,leep il. the loft of a house op osi te 
ou.r caro anu sleepin

0 
indoors on stra·;, is a c.;rent luxu~J ,- only the fleas are al­

ton;other too thic c for real comfort. 
his afternoon (the 26th) wo had an exciting time. Juot as I had fi ish-
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ed ~~ri tinl"f' n lot tar, I heard o. f2.miliar "zirr" on a deoconclinr: scale and as I ntsh­
ed oat into tho stroet a loud explosion occured nnd a l'iG clouc1 of' smoke and dirt 
flow .ay UJ1 in the air near tho church. The "modocin chef" ordered us to run 
the cars further do~m tho otroet, so a.s not to ho.vo nn:J of them hit, but boin~) slow, 
I ..... o the last to t;et a:r;ny, m1d. a second shell struc-,- this ti e 1oarer, ·:n a 
field behind us. Unfortuna.tely, :: was too lo.to in c-;otting out y · odru:: for n 
picture. e ran the ca.rs do m n. cou .le of hunc1recl yards and thon returned. 
After tho third shell ntrttcl-: I sa.7 the best place to photograph thorn and ¥;ent a-
round bohind tho houses, where they vore landing. The reserve trenches a.nd 
boMb proof shel taro wer full of so diers G inally, I pic,:ed out a. bully place, 
on top of one of tho trench mounds, with nothing but a field or wheat bet1oen me 
and where the shells \lara land::.ne about one ~ undrod ynrds rv:.ray, so that I had a 
clear view for pictures. The ourth oh 11 I photoeraphod, and I could hoar th 
pieces flyit o by me through the air. The 1ext made a y;onderful cloud o'f. smoko 
and dirt, laudine in the yard b hind_ a. house, which fncea on tho street, and not 
twenty feet from i ·t. This I got a fine picture of. hine;s ~ere ~ottine pro tty 
hot no 'I (;;.lld tho soldiers 1.ot a.lroay in the shol ter of tho trenches, ran o :'f in all. 
directions. Af er watching a row moro v1ondorful GX)losiona and listening to tho 
fascinating "zirr" that told of the on comin; shell, wo were ordered to tru::o shel-
ter in the bomb proof by the •'m dec in chefu. Here inside, seat d on tho benches, 
;ore about thirty officers, doctors and soldiers. But it was too i 1teresti u to 
remain quia ly there, so two of us sat in tho entrance and watch d the xplosions. 
It lasted about an our t1nd then ~·e Ient nrou.nd o.nd picked up jo.gged pieces of the 
e:-:ploded shells. mhay r:erc everJWhor within a radiun of three hu1 drod yardG 
and iilare still ::;o hot that it was nlmost impoooiblo to hold thorn in :tour ha.nd. 
Fortunately no one \'aG 10unded o.nd not many housos uarnagod,, for tho sholls all 
landed just behind them. The sheds, of course, were blown to pi ces and windo1wvs 
broken av r.)'\vhero. The holes were about five feet d0ep and twelve in diameter, 
and it wus pitiful to soc the houses of these poor, innocent peo)le dam·r;ed, but 
they were cheerful and not or_l;,,. c.lidn' t oeem di'1couragcd, lot alone oeine afraid, 
but ere busily on~a~ed dicginc in the holes for the noseo of tho shelln! le 
pickGd up a fow interostin':?; piocos, which were scattered eve:r.JVhero. Tho shells 
were 210 mrn., about the ei ~ t inch variety, which is nothing vory small. Onl~r 

once before have they thrmvn these big shells into the town. All tho pieces 
1ere frie;htfully ja.oeecl and thG kind 1L:<l..t Y!k."1ke terrible \'lounds. One shell land-
ed on tho cdgo of the cemetery anC.. tore up some .)raves o recontl:t buried soldiers . 
This was tho ·oot interesting shelling yet. 

Later we \'.~ero visited b;7 a wholo flir;ht of 'to..ubesrt, to inspect tho 
d..a!nac;o and the guno boomed u..va~r at tho,n. However, the:r flo 1 over tho tovm and 

t all the information the~r wanted, before being driven off. Lots of ca:pt l vo 
balloons are about,- I counted :ni:n0 in all,- French, Bal ian. British and Ge:rtnan. 
1his evenlng it loolts no if wo would have another, but more sorioun bombe.rdment. 
For nearness to the Gorman trenches, tho work of r;oine to the ttpostes de sccours" 
and excitement of bein frequently bombarded, this is probably the best ~lace of 
all the squads of the .Amo1·1can Ar.lbulanco a.t the front. To-dc'\y {tho 28th) we 
had several da~l trips to the "postes" of urgent calls for very badly wounded men .. 
We went by way of 1!11 vordinghe, ~hich to~m is all in ruins and of oourso there io 
no one living there, yot still the Germans drop in shells every day. But the 
sentry stopped us and rofused to let un pnas, as orders were to lot nothin( paso 
in dayli ~t hours, becauoe it would only atvract the Germans' artillo~J fire and 
rosul t in their bombarding and destroying the road and anythin, passing. But 7 

had to ,ot down, so \~e ;-;ent back n short distance, mn.de a detour across the fields 
and ended up on the same road, but beyond the post of the sentr.,r. e found two 
wounded men at n ruined farm house, ~hie" io now used as one of the Tf ostea" . 
Alon~)sida of it is a battery of 75 nrrn. guns. hidden beautifully in an artificial 
hedge and lino of bushes. It han been thoro nov for n veral months, yet so care­
fully is it concealed that the Genn3n aeroplanes ru~v not succeeded in locatin it. 
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all about us \Wre shootinG' and th air all around the taubo v1as a. muss of nuffs 
of s.1oko fro: tho burotinc; shells, tho pilot Jtept his nerve and diae.ppenred to-
~-ards Poporinrdlo. It is n.n U..Yl.ploasant sensation to have a •ttaubo" directly 

ovorhend and tho shrapnel burstin~ above us, for accordin~ to the laws of physics, 
all those ~ llots come do~m as fast as they so up, and when they roach the earth 
they attain tho ~arne velocity as their had when tho;J left the muzzle of the ~a. 
IIowcver, there ia lots of spaco about us and plonty of room for the thousands of 
shra el bullets to drop. As the Ger.Th~n machine went ovorhean, we he~rd for a 
cou:ple or seconds a loud "s 1ish!' and t~1cn s dull thud on tho earth, just behind 
the cars, as a otoel ohrapnol casing fell from above. '"'·e soarched carefully 
in the fi ld of oats beoides us, but never found it. Undoubtedly, it wns p rt-
ly or whollJ burl d in the earth. In snito of tho continual boomin~ of the guns 
n.nd whistling of tho sholls as they ;)o overhes.d, what makeB un realize most of 
all the noarnoss of tho trencheD, is tho sound of the rifle shooting in the dln-
tance. At nit;ht ihon there isn't so much noise, due to tha rumbline of taa~s 
going by, it io more n tioonblo, eopocially so, as ~hen we lay in our blankets 
on our bed of struw, in the attic of the house. 

To-day thoy bombarded ·oporlngho and the shells whizzed overhead with 
a rout noise. I had thr e bloosoo to truto there and to Rousbrup,~o, but went 
to the former place first. Had I ono the other ·way I should have arrived at 
Poperinghe juot durin~ the sholline,- so by going the wrong \7ay I missed tho ex-
citement. Budd went there to 30t our daily supply of food and didn ' t return 

20. 

for three hours. Thinking he might havo boen hit, one of tlle cars went in search 
and found him on his way back. He had seen the shelling from a. hill and so ha.d 
a wond rful view of it. Our meal was thus delayed in the absence of food so we 
lunched nn hour later than our customary time. T~ fleas are terrible in this 
attic of ours, with its straw covered floor, and I ~vo been nearly eaten alivo . 
Also in our dinin~ room tho flies are so numerous ancl voracious thnt'thoy are en­
tirely boyond doocription. 

This ovenin, I v:ent to the artillery ''posto" to eet a gunner, who in 
cleaning his revolv r hnd aecldently dischar~ed it. 1 he bullet went through 
his hand and then into his knee. so he had a couple of nasty wounds as a result. 
Brenner returned to-day with a beautiful bunch of roses,- a gift fro~ come artil­
lerJ officers and they certainly are n great addition to our dinine room table. 
To-day bat'Ween five o.nd half past six in the mornine there was a heavy artillo~ 
bombardment on th part of the French and it has continued intermittnntly all 
day,- much heavier than has bean the caoe since we hnvo beon here. On the road 
to operin~ho and also to Crombec are two int resting -:Jlaces e;hore thoy make bo.rb­
od v1iro enta.n...,lements, ttchevaux- de- frise" • wiokor baskets (to fill with earth for 
tho parapets) and many such thincrs. 

To-da.y I I!let a Bolc;ia.n battery of rnitra.illeusos, each eun of which wao 
dro m by a pair of dogs nnd it was a verJ pretty sight. They were all laying 
do\vn resting and it looked as if they had had a strenuous hik , as their tongues 
were hancing out of their mouths and they were panting hard. · The French caught 
two spies here tho other avenine both Belgians, who ~ere found cutting telephone 
wires and needless to say were shot immediately. I am glad they didn't discover 
the cut wires the other avenine, when wo were prowling around the trenches, or 
they might perfectly well have suspected us. Budd and I are lucky for bein~ on 
duty the first day here, we gat throe nights this weak, and so end up ~il th our 
last night on duty. Budd on returning from the underground " oste" said that 
the bullets were ~hiotlin altogether too freely all about thorn and that some came 
very close indeed. It is a m an place, ao the ground is level there,- in fact 
the German trenches are somowhat abovo it and they awe p it pretty continually nt 
night, with rifle fire, so that it is always a hot s ot and the car has to be 
left in the most xposed nla.c of all, from which a short wnlk of ~ hundred 
ynrds, across the open field, takes one to tho "abrl". 

I \70nt down to the Zouave "poste" with a doctor and found throe blesses 
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a.nd as .re \~ere loading them in tho car he "brancvrdiers" brought in another badly 
wounded man on n stretcher, who n e ed i~ediate attention, so Y;e lifted the .._} r 
two out and made room for him on the •'troner floor" of tho car. He was y:ouudod 
in the thigh, am and side and as they llfted him off to another stretcher, there 
was a. mass of blood all ov ,r the one h hacl been on, oo that he mu. t havo boon very 
weak from losing so much. here were so mo!'_y that I carried fl..nothor ma.."l outside 
as ho was able to sit up and left the doctor behind, !lnd it was a forlorn trip e.­
cross the fields on returning to got the remn.ining two "blessbs". After waiting 
a lone; timo at the qua.rters at ,,·oest n, thor:; w re so many men to evacuate as to 
require three cars, and a.o it haP .. enod, Johnson had had so much coffee for supper 
thut he couldn't sleep, and so had come do~n, saying he ;ould help out. So it 
saved us from waking up some ono for an ad itlonal car. I ~ot to bed at half 
past one, aftor complotine this last run to the hospital at Cro~bec, but didn't get 
much rest as lat r I \ s nvro.lrod for the morning ca.ll. W went to th most fami-
liar place,- the Zouave "peste". On :rrivinr; the ubrancnrdler't said thoro war 
two "bless~st' and aftor :Jroparin~ tho car to receive them, we Ylont into the barn 
where the men lay on the straw, awaiting transportation, and on gattin~ ready to 
put them on a &tretch r, found one had already died but a few mlnut .s ago,- poor 
lad he was only about twenty-fiv • Th rG he lay stretched out on the straw, n.s 
if he v re asleep, with no expr ssiou of unin or suffering to mar his feat:tros. 
And he had such n. fino face,- ono of the finest I havo seen for a long timo. His 
partly bo.rad chest, cov red ~ith its encircling bnndar; snow deeplJ dyed with a bi_, 
crimson blot, told too plainly the reason why this form once active was no~ liMp 
and 1 if less. It was an oxtremoly oo.cl sight, to sao a young man in his ··~r i nc, 
suddenly deprived of lif • As VJO went outside and oaw high up in the blue s~(y 

the moon slowl turning from gold to ailver and in the east the soft colors of tho 
early dt wn tingin the morning sky, whil L th tree~ 3oove our h ads a bird 'vas 
burstin~ into a beautiful nong, full of rich notes, it s emel a perfect ~ottine 
for the passing away of such a noble nelf sacrificin~ son of Frnncc. It wao one 
of the most impressive, as wall as ono of the most beautiful ru1d inspiring moments 
I have over lmown; and I believe the others fol t 1 t too, for no one spol-::e for 
aov ral minutes. 

To-dny Budd and I spent a couple of hours at Elverdinehe , tDking photo­
gra~hs of the church and buildings, durlne the morning, as we 1ere off duty. 
After havin~ finished, we found that carrying Kodaks was a serious militarJ of­
fense {for it is now prohibited in the En:;lish army and the 'Engli~h .are in charge 
of that town no ) and further, anyonC\ found in a building was liable to court mar­
tio.l for looting, so it was fortunate ·we ·wore able to accomplish everJtaing ,.,i th-
out getting into trouble. V'e found tv10 Zouave officers, who also wanted to take 
photoo, so we all combined and watched for any signs of npproachino; · nglish troops, 
while the other snapped the views. Soon after we left, Elverdineha was bombard­
ed, which v~1s very much of a daily oocurrenco for the G r.mans hoped to bo able to 
drop a few shells among the troops on the march or hit somo supply wagons as thoy 
pass d• and we could hear the guns fire and then tho explosion a few seconds lat r 
in tho to m. Brenner had gone to one of the · "postos" and on returnino- through 
tho streets for a few minutes hc'ld all the oxcitement he wanted, for tho oholls 
burst close by in tho buildings alonE! tho road. The English guns there c.re well 
cone aled, for many of them are in the buildings themselves. In the spring whon 
this aaund of ambula.nceo was hero, the~r wore billeted in the town nt tho "Clw.teau '~ 
mhon ell the civilians w re livin~ in their houses, but an tho Ger.mans decided to 
demolish the town, the inhabitants ~ere slowly forced to evacuate end finally th 
continual bombardin~ made it too hot ror the cars, so tho squad finally had to 
move away too. Now thor is no one livine thero and not a single buildin~ in-
tact,- in fact many or them are onl./ a. heap of bricks and mortar. 

any German aeropla.nen were overhead this mornine but refused to be ocarod· 
off by the hundreds of shells the British and French guns fired at them. All 
day there has beon a continual artillery duel,- first we hear the loud report of the 
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shot and t _on in the dintancc. a fa.i:1 ~ "boom" o. tho nhell cx.plodin in the Gorman 
trenches or n .. r thoi:r n.rtiller~,r concea.lme~ t~. It is fo.scinatilt to hoD thr~ 

·-:hi,..,tling of the shell .. , fo..,. t l ey r~ -o an a\tfu • a ~~J shriokin~ oo they cut throu h 
th n.i r . Bronner ju:J t broneht i n ~not'1or Ilk" 1 torri bly torn u:p, but ho died in a 

o 1 mil utes, ju:::t as tl e~~ .ore prcpn.r n(~ to ... end him furthor on. These vie vrs of 
t 10 war at such close qnartern c re tcrribl·o fl!ld brin <:- the horrors of it homo more 
t "'-~1 an-.rthin~ e. sa can. Later 1 the c. ~teiT:.J o . wo ,., 11 left - oesten tlhen the 
ot:1er squad oa.!ne over to relieve us. -~1neG1~1( _ took my car, a s it forwierl:r e­
lon:;o< to hi~n and I found one r·.; [ldj"' for l':G ;hon I reached Cromboc. It l1.~s been 
cor;tp1et~l~r overhaul · and _is lilce no':l, an ma.ny o ... the parts ik1.vo been repl &eed • 
.r.cyan vvant to . Du-ru<:erqu this morning ..... nd s.s I war; ordered ther e for tho follot":ing 
wee1c, I started off alone, but had no dif ... iculty ln findine; the ·:ay., after having 
been over it once before t.10 weeks a o;o, 1.n that ourin~ rain. Tho car rDn f i ne-
ly, but I ca~e very slowly owin,.; to i. to h~:vin, now cylinders. On a.:r.r i v i n'-" I 
found R:lan and Putman and a n theJ ha finishoo supp r , and the:t:o was notllin~ left t o 
eat , they came dovm and oat with me at the 11 :ni te Cafe" on the beach. Yesterday 
soven 1 taubes" flew over Dn.n:cerque, dropping bomb a.t the Aviation Field at st . Pol, 
but i t \-na im~oosible to find out the extent, i f any, of the ~~nee done. 11 
tho ~ns '\70re firin~ at thG:n and one ..,h ·· ~ Jnal qhell ca.l'!le dovm on the house almost 
noxt to thin one. It l"~d not explode in the air, owin, to oomo def ,ct. but when 
it foll in tho houoe, it did wJat it ohoul have sevarn.l neconds previous and blow 
thin s to pieces there. Luckil7 no one was within a11d so thoro woro no casua l-
tics. There is practically no worl{ here, bu.t I havo quite a lot to co il1 f i xing 
up my car and ao soon ar, that is dono, there will bo a loaf for the rest of the 
week . 

Augast 1 - 11. 

There is no thine; to ·o:ri to of thls \!eel , n.s .. othin3 han taken place worthy 
of vnention. ~ach day I havo done sor _e more ~1o:rk on M;)' car, e;oinp-; all over it 
thorour.;hly. he last man took s lCh bad care of it that tho e;rease cups ,.vero rust-
ed on and I had to fill some of them olght ti . oo bo ore there ~:;as enouo-h ...,rca.oo in­
side ! Our only \;or:r has consiotecl in cloin j errands and gettine the m~il , as well 
n.s ta..l{i ng turns drivin,; the Countos~ out to one of the hos .. i tals at Bou:.t ­
bourg. Each day I have takon wa.lk n up the bc[ch at lou tide and t1o smell of t he 
salt a i r has been wonderful. :ost important of all, - there is a placo noar b~ 
. ·here we can got hot showers and ~.re have mado tho mont of' our op 10rtu1 i ties and re 
read;; to return good and clean. hnon~ the other enjo,,m1onts aro t e "pati ss rie•r 
shops, 7Jh1ch aro numerou~ as in a ll French cities, and bout twic e or three ti ~1os 
a. dn.y we drop into one and oo..t these vonderful calc s, until \·1e havo o r fi 11,- con­
sequently , i t has been ossible to put on several pounds, leadin thir sort or a 
life . 

On U?lot oi,;hth our turn ca.-me to ratlJ.rn to the front and .·o intended 
1 avin

0 
Dun corque o.t quarter _ ast five in tho afternoon but ;e had throe doctoro 

to ta1re bnck ·vi th uo and the~r wore late of' course. Thor1 ',>'e had to load up the 
cars ~iith provioiono, which they y:ere ~.~rut in ~ back ror their woek ' s sup1l y, - a"''lon 
which was a bi r. case and a cask of ·wine. It \ IUS the last thin!~ to 0 0 on board 
and or course the.l ut 1 t in the very rea r, so that all tho we i ght •vas b h i r.d . 
ftor an hour's delay, ·re started but be ore c;oine far we had a uncturo. It 

~ ·as th first one for me durin , my mont. U) h ro, but lt onl. took a few minutes 
to put in a new inner tube. e reached Crombec at anrk,- too ln.to for sun er 
and the "fusboo" from the trenches beyond were lightinu u the nk;y ,- so that 
thino·o ha.d a vorJ fa..'nilin.r loo··. his ~.eok \".·e are to sta:r hare , .t Cro!nboc. 
s omo changes had taken place fo:r. two men had left and soon several otherB are 
leaving for good, eo t o squad will be ve~J different by tho first of September. 
%70 ne~ men arrived fro~ ~aris l ns . i ~ht. Jast week they had t1o bornb~rd~ents 
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at \ oesten and mor drunngo was done, as about twenty horses were killed from a 
shell landing near a pick t line and several soldiers wounded. There was quit 
a lot of work last " ek,- Dome cars made as many as four trips to the "postea" in 
one evening. 

An interesting lett r from the squad at Pont-au-!ousoon, was read in 
which it described their nar .. :ow escape durin a bombardment. ?hev had all loft 
their house to ~o to supper. and one man only had remninod behind asleep. A 
shell shortly exploded in front of the house, do in ) much drunae;e and the cook and 
orderly, both of \?hom .,ere Frenchmen, were killed. The men in alarm returned 
hurriedly for the man left in the house, when suddenly they saw him appear from 
behind them. Apparently he had stayed only a.few minutes a.ftor they had left. 
Al tocether it was a. very narro 'l esca. e. Our house at Woes.ten stands a ve~J good 

· chance of having the same thing take ?laco , as it is ri ;ht in the to~.rn and the 
German sholls strike and burst near by,- often less tnan a hundred yards away. 
All the cars are being overhauled on b;y~ one, and for this pu oae t 'IO men come 
uu from Paris a ~eek ago and tho yard here now looks like a repair shop. An 
overhauled Ford is quite a different thine from 1hnt it previously had baon. I 
spent all day in going over y car from top to bottom and now it is in fine shape, 
as vall as all tho tools and extra equipment. This mornin~ the air is full of 
those miserable little black flies, as bad as mid)es at ho~e, and they crawl ovor 
your hands and face and it nearly drives you crazy. It tould be better if they 
10uld only bite and be so.tisfied, but this continuous ornwline is at times a.l11ost 

unbearable. It reminds me of our trip in British Columbia last sw~ner. 
At daylight an extremely heavy bombardment began between the English and 

G rmans and lasted for five hours. I wonder what the result was and if the shell-
ing ~as follo~ed by an infantry attack. It was possible to count as many as a 
hundred artill ry shots a minute. At thnt rate 30,000 shells were used up and 
in only a small s ction of line, probably n mile or two in length at the most, that 
is quito a lot. Captive balloons and aeroplanes and the euns popning awaJ at the 
latter, keep things interostine hero. 'Phe sun is out bright this morning and it 
is hot,- hence so many flies,- so that rainy weather is almost preferable. Took 
a load of "couches" over to Poperinghe this morning (August 9th) as usual. The 
Germans were bombarding it with 210 mm. shells and several oxnloded along the main 
street, as we were in tho tov!Il. TheM. P. (military police) suenended traffic, 
but the ambulances of course had to o alone, although they tried to make us eo by 
a roundabout way , which was too far and took too lone. As •e pass d the British 
ambulanco, wo saw car after car full of wounded standing by the gate of th hospi­
tal awaiting their turn to be carried in,- there was fresh blood everywhere. 
This was the result of the mornin , ' s fi ,hting and as we later heard the British and 
French had retaken throe trenches, v;hich the Germans had recentl. ~ taken from them. 
On tho wa:;;· ho~e, the shells y;ara still burstin~ in nnd near the square at Poperin-
ghe. An Enf"lish gun near Crombec was boominr a·way at intervals and from its 
sound it must have been a very big gun , which has beon placed there rocentl;. 
Undoubtedly they were usin.j it against some city or town behind the German lines. 
From tho reports we hear, Dunkcroue was bombarded ·again yesterday, so I have mi~s­
ed it once more. 

It is rainin;: now,- great weather ,- though only an hour awo it TIS.o hot 
and the sun shining brilliantly. To~msend has just come in from oosten and 
sa,}'s ther is a big German gun opposi tc them that is firing on Dunkerque. Its 
report is so loud that it seems only a few yards a·M~y, instead of several miles. 
So that instead o the sun which ~e thought was an En~lish one near by, this is 
the one w heard. It is nearly four mil s from us, and the terrific ~histlin ~, 
following the report, is that of the shell )oint; over our heads on its way to Dun-
kerque. As we ntored operinghe all the Tome seemed to be buoy making lace,-
each seated just outside hor door,- and it pres nted a very industrious scene. 
But on the vlay back all -..vas diff rent for the bursting shells had scared them and 
no one was left on the streets. In fact doors and shutters were clos d to )r -
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vent the glass from being shattered from tho concussion, and tho tovm had a de-
serted look. One minute thoro was activity and bustle overyvhere and another the 
town was empty. It war- e. pathetic si~ht. Even tho streets wero clear of toa'no 
and horses for traffic was stopped owing to the shelline and the possible subs -
quent damage to convoys. But ambulances had to get to their destination, al-
thou)h they tried to ]{e pus out. At each explosion a cloud of black smoke 
would ariso above tho house tops. Most of the shells seemed to be bursting near 
the square and alon~ tha main street. I didn't hear of tho casualti s. People 
had congro~ated in the fields or on a ohnrp hill at tho edea of the torm, to watch 
the err ct of the shelling and no doubt some of the loss fortunate ones saw their 
ovm houses destroyed before their ver.r eyes. ~~en after being wounded in the 
trenches there is no let uo, for the ambulances stood a chance of being hit, as 
they went through tho tovm, and that was the most pathetic of all, to think that 
these poor helpless forms, lyine stretched out inside, mi~ftt any minute be finish­
ed for good, rieht in sisht of hospitals and possible ultimate recovery. 

To-day (the lOth) it wns ver-J foggy at sunrise and overything drippin, 
v;et, but no flies thank heavens. La. tor tho sun came out and the heat vias terri-
fic,- by far the hottest day yet, and needless to say the little, black, crawling 
flies swarmed. Lots of troops and mitrailleuses passed throu~h Crombec at noon. 
Yesterday the Zouaves, who returned fro the trenches the previous evening, brou~ht 
a small pig with them, which had soaped from the G rma.n tr nches, and runnino; a-
cross the intervening space, had. tru{en refuc.-e within the French 1 ines. It seems 
stran~e that even the pigs can't stand the Ger-mans! e cot the soldier, in whose 
possession he now is, to brins him out from the pen ,- then wo tied a captured Gor­
man helmet on his hoad , blackened a mustache, lill::e tho Emperor's , and uhile the 
zouave held him, we took his picture. ~he pig struegled hard and squealed loud-
ly, but he had to submit to the ignominious trea.trnent. 

I was sent over to Y oesten to replace Robertson, rho so car needs over-
haul inn; o.nd R.lan followed to take Brewer's place. The rest of the sqaad here 
nov, is Budd, both Townaends and Gila. As I carne into the a"'lbulanco yard all the 
sights and sounds were familiar,- "taubes" were in the air, c~11mons wore boomin~ 
and shells \1ore burstine about them, as \'Jell as in the Garman trenches. Soon a 
call came to eo to the "poste•t of the 'Tirailleurs" and I '7lent down '''i th a "bran-
cardiertt. It was in mid- afternoon and the sun was bright. , .. Ia passed a. battery 
of 75's, the one that is so well hidden in the hed~a. The last time I came by, 
it had gone but no7 it has been replaced by a new battery. It is so woll hidden 
that I passed by several times before I discovered it although tho first ~n io 
within ~venty feet of the road. It is simply in n hed~e between two broad open 
wheat 'fields, but its concealment ~as cleverly done .rith the further assistance 
of additional bushes arranged in a natural manner. One day as I passed in the 
car, the nearest gun went off vlth a terrific explosion and I nearly jum ed ou1; of 
my skin. After that I Knew the exact location of one batte1·y at least. This 
"poste" was a new one to me and as the man went inside, I took a picture of it. 
hila doi:n~ it I heard that familiar descending "zirr", as a shall came by and 

exploded in the field behind me, with a ~ad report. That v~s the first time 
it has happened to mo 7lhile at a nposte". There aro sometimes lots of bullets 
whizzing by, but not often shells bursting so close. .~oanwhile, tho French nhells 
were buzzin~ throueh the air, abovo our heads, bound for the Ger.nan trenches and a 
few seconds later we could hoar them explode,- always wondering Yhat effect they 
had. . I returned with tr1ree badly v;ounded men and came through rlverdin"'"he . 
They still shell this town eve~J day and many fresh ruins were about since my last 
visit ton da;rs atjO· Troops .,.., re ever~'\vhere in tho reserve line trenches and it 
seemed there were a great many more than whon I \vas here last. On reaching the 
ambulance, the shells continued to fall, so three of us went dovm to .,et some pic­
tures and before the bombardment was over, we tnruln~ed to photograph aomo of the · 
bursting shells from tho trenches. 'hen we thought they had stop~od firin~ for 
the day , wo went over to the shell holes, visitin - three and du out tho brass 
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time fuses a~ trophies, for those make the moot interesting souvenirs of all and 
are source now, as they use many more percusion shells than time fuse or shrap11el. 
They ware all of one size, apparently th& 77 mm. These fus s, du~ out from a 
hole made by a shall burstin~ near us, whilo they are still so hot that you often 
can't hold thorn, make one o the most interestin~ souvenirs of all. i e also got 
some more from some of the peasants, livin:; near by, ·who -·,ere ready to part ·-t:i th 
them for a few sous. 

In the evening, I hs.d to tnko t1110 doctors to .irs. Turn r' s hospital at 
Rousbrugge to see an "infirn ier· , 1ho had a violent attack of appendicitis, and. 
than I continued on to {iller.'! with a "maladen, who \vas returning to his re iment, 
which is thoro res in~ from the tre.~.1ches. We wont b~r the 1rong road and ha.d 
much difficulty in findinr; it,- in tho dark without lights. It is eas;.r to lose 
the v1ay, uoin~ in the dark, alone narrO'.'l, ~;indinf;, cou..11tr~l roado vith numerous 
turn offs, especially on the uay home alone, \Jhan everJthing is tho reverse and 
looks oo difforentl,.l· It io always vory necocsD.rJ to ~:~·atch eve r land mark 
carefull.l• I picked up tho doctors on the return and v:o carne home slo\ll"' and as 
luck would have it had to pass two battalions of artillery, on a narrow road with 
d ep ditches on both sides. The dust was awful and we cmlld scarcel~r see a.t all, 
and so ·o crept along. It is a. ·weird fooling "'o bo cratVlin"' alon?; a road o.t 
nic~ht, and suddenly have a bis \'.rac;on loom up just in front.. It almost alwayo 
means jrumnine on the brakes hard, as it is impossible to tell at first glance, 
whether the cart is cor.1ing or uoing. Sometimes, as we cor.1e on them, the first 
\v.arninc we have is a li~ht flasr1ed in our eyes,- usually so bri ~ht that it com­
pletely blinds up for tho instant, and so makes it worse than ever. An acci­
dent is ver.r easy under these conditions and it is necessary to ta~e every pre­
caution to provont one, for with badly wounded men inside, it is a serious thing 
to have happen. 

AUGU5T 12 - 16. 

They bombarded Jlverdingha again to-day and we heard the shells burst-
ing with loud reports. ~ lso whilo a French aeroplane flew above us, the Ger-
mans kept shooting at it. Finally, a shrapnel casing fell dovm in t~1e field 
next to us, with a wild whistling sound, as it tore throu~h the air. There 
were several daylight calls to the "postas•• and there will be work to-night for 
all night, as there aro quite a lot of wounded. This morn ins Ryan brought in 
three wounded from the "Tirn.illeur -posten and when wo took them out of hio car 
one was already dead. To put a live human being into your car and then a quar-
ter of an hour later to take out a lifeless fonn is alv.rays a. terrible shoc1-::, no 
matter how often it may hannon. They ~~d to return over a terrible road, a­
cross the fields full of denp ditcheo and shell holes and the trip had been too 
much for him. He ·w1s shot throush the lungs and \vas in bad shape when put in 
the car. I went down for t\10 more a.t the eal!le "poste' but neither of tne.rn were 
bad cases. The picture presented there \7as n. typical one. An old ruined 
farm house nnd barns served as the "ponte" and about it were rnany Tiraillours, 
occupied in various ways,- some however only loafing and smoking. Bohind one 
barn were two of the movable mili ta~J kitchens, where the cooks v1ere busy pre­
paring dinner for tho men. On anothor side was a little grave;)rard dotted with 
a dozen or more rude crosses, sho7Jine where a few of the most receflt victims had 
been buried. L :vo so diers were in the act of puttine a. fow •1ild flowers, which 
they had gathored in the noarby fields, on a grave of ono of their comrades, while 
a third was busy di gin0 a new )ro.ve. r.rhe French have a great deal of senti-
ment and feeling and take great pleasure in decorating the gr~ves of their fallen 
friends. 

·:e returned as usual throu ~h jl verdin,e~he and it was pathetic to see so 
many houses all torn to pieces. One house,- a ty~ical example of many, had one 
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whole side blo\rn out, in fact it was literally cut in half. Upotniro tho plcturos 
·\'7ero on the vm.lls and a. sewing machine with chairs and tables in place. On the 
ground floor the dining table was in its usual place and plates and cupo ~ere there, 
as if the occupants had hurri dly fled about maal time. Of courae th re ?as rub-
bish about and broken pieces of crockery and rurniture were scattere in all di-
rections. Ve heard shells droppin in th tom durin?. tho mornin~. In the 
vening it began to rain n.nd for two hours it poured a.s it only can in Belgium. 

I had to make another trip to a t•poste" and goine across these soft clay roads, 
with no foundation of any ki ~. n a light car, is ticklish work, as they simply 
slide from one side to the other, and it is exceedingly difficult to k from 
going into the deep ditches on either side. Two of my men had bad head woundo, 
about the eyes, and w re so bandaged that they couldn't sec at all and we had to 
lead them up to the car and then put thorn ln. Such sights as those are the kind 
that are heartbreaking. ow th y oro lyin~ inside the ambulance here, stretch~ 
ed out on the strnw,- just silent figures. Before lone wo ~ill evacuate them 
further along the line and eventually they will r ach a permanent hospital. It 
s ems sad to think of th sa native Alg rlan troops, lying about woundeu in a stran~e 
land far from their homes . It is going to be a miserable ni)ht goin~ to the · 
"postesn because of the rm.1.d and rain and 1 t certainly will b dark. Townsend 
carne back with a. fine brass shrapnel h ad and also numerous shrc J 1 bullets, he 
!eked up near one of the French batt rios of 75's, located a chert distance in 

front of us. As I loft tho station hare this ovenins, the ~ re preparin~ or 
a funeral, which is however almost a daily affair, and as I stopo d in the village 
of Crombec to buy a bottle of mineral Tinter, one was just taking pluce there and 
the procession was passing throu3h the main street, in front of the church, on its 
\vay to th c metery. In front walked one of the "in irml rs" (hospital ord r -
li s), who carried the rude cross, \ i th ito paint d inscription, which ~~as short-
ly to be placod at the head of the gravo. Than ca~o tho cure, in his .:hite robes , 
chant inc; lowly, folloNing whom tero four more •inflrmi rs" carrJing tho rour-)lly 
made coffin. A few more uinfirmi rs" and one solitary soldier, hobbling alon, 
witn the aid of ·- otlck, complet d tho corte _.e. othing could have beep. olrnp­
licr, yet nothin~ could hnve been more imprasaiv • 

It certainly was a dark nil;ht as I thou'::ht. Ho ;ever, before wa went 
do\vn to the "posten, the rain stop ed and the stars came out, yet the darkneso 
alonr, tho wooded road~ ·as intense and ve had to cra;l along tho whol distance. 
It wao hard on the e res straininp; into tho darkness. Soldiers ·wore impossible 
to see until you wor already on them, but thoy could hoar the engine and so had 
some warning of our coming. The only way it was poosible to see a team ms by 
keopine your eyes elued on tho road, which was a little lighter colorod than its 
surroundings . Onco in awhile a large ik:'l.rk object <'Ould ap·; ar and tha·t was a 
signal to put on the brakes and stop, for it was impossiblo to tell whether the 
team was co in or going. If it didn't imnediately loom up, it was evident we 
1ero both going in .the same direction o.nd shortly he ~ould turn out ror us to 

:pass, ''hich was ticklish ·~Vork vi th the muddy, slippery roads and d ep ditch on 
the side, which was impossible to see. It wao weird the way thinBs loomed up 
suddenly. In 11 ttle holloYvs the mist was v ry bad, so that you couldn't sea at 
all, but simply \vent on low speod and trusted to luck that nothin~ wa.s in the way. 
For the first time I returned without any Younded f'rom this "ponte". 

I hadn't been in bed half an hour when I \vas ·waked up to take some "\/Ound-
ed away to the hospitals at Crombec. As ther were lots of tenmo alon~ tho main 
road3, it \vas necessary to go very slovly. ow and th n I pass d troops restin 
along the sides of the road and the only way I knew of their pro ence was from the 
lights of tho cigarettes and i)es, for nearly all the soldiers smoke at ouch 
times, and then the appearance of those glo ~ing cigarettes reminded one of n swar.m 
of fire- flies on n. June night at homo. Onco in a while a man would strilce a 
match and then there loomed up the rows of stacked r;uns and hud,,led forms of sol­
diers beyond, but it was only for an instant for tho match \rould speedily ~ out 

Arch
ive

s o
f th

e A
meri

ca
n F

iel
d S

erv
ice

 

an
d A

FS In
ter

cu
ltu

ral
 P

rog
ram

s



e"nd all \,Ol ld be in c1'1r"'mes<: once .1oro. It was n otran.;o foo inr.; to DUd :m l..t 
hnve a od:! of troopB rovonl0 . to you in tho d...1.r1{neo. n.nd then ~s andtlo 1:, have it 
1 1st to vie·-;. tater on when o f the 1 in rond, I lit tho sid. lights of the car 
but found it reallJ mado matters woruo, ns the gl· re interfor d with , y sir;ht nnd 
tho oil li htn ·.;eron' t ntronf"' eno 1,_,h to show nr eno~v;h nho'1.rl. Even ~t two 

2?. 

milos distance fro.n Ghe tro:nc.1on, i ·htn ... ro for 1idde11 on ~ho oaro nlonu t:1e roads. 
Th ['0 1nd o-r the rlf'lc shoot!" ::; t7as qu. t fr)qtlent n.nc rmch loucl r than um.'<" 1, so 
t1Ylt the tr .nches seomod rnu.ch nearer th3.:n t1 o:· r a.l y ·1re. Or~ r turn:n'; wont 
to .ed but not for long an nft r ~ 1 hour' n ol ep I vnn again cal·'.ed. One , , in 
the dar1~ness _ pa•sol bJ one o. t1o .o:try :>osts u.thout roalizin~ it, and o.s it 
se :nod too lato to stop, I . opt o 1 but O!)enou tho throttle -..vidr-~ to speod up tho 
car. I 1 1st ad111lt that I fol t 1. tt n rvoun • until I h.0 .. tl t.,one abou"j t vo hun-
c1r d ya:t'dr1, ao I had .n. foe lil ~ ·h ".:!"' . i~ht; t" 1~o r::. rhot ,-.t .o or not dincl s-:1 _; m..,r 
i anti ty. 01. t e .orn ~ .. 2., call ·.. mot a rnn.n, be ore ·.·.·o rcache'l the '''10steu who 
h·~d jnst be 1 shot bndi.: through t 10 jn.·.v n1.1 w: s nuf ariLg il .. tonsely, no t~ at .. , 
couldn't spea...:... or o·>cn his mo-tth, .or hi~ j:=t:r:1 bono i:an sr:1n.sh:-d. A bullet h'"'d 
h t him while \.'Or~:eln.; t ore alon" 11ith nome ot 1er ooldiorG r·~·>airine a connecting 
trenc.~, alon ,sido of our ronU.. · 1 are h:1v -. b .an q"l.l te n re ' si· ... ·tila.r cases n ar 
that san. 11lac roco1:tly .. 

noth r man diad in last .vaninr; o th retnrn trip"~ but 
so "'r I ,. Ford has ed a. clean r .. corrl. rr nn hiB broth ... r .,., n to wha._ is ft 
of t ~ tm o Lizorn '::tl d '\V r Yd thin. two hundrotl .JO.ru.~ of the Gcn .an trcnch~n .. 
· fuile crnv:ling around on their h"lnt s and k , ;.S to kce > fro 1 cxpooiu > thcmnolven, 

h " found a dee.d Gorr an, who h: l)oon lyln:; there olnc April, or 1 t ~as th n 
that the~; wer, drlvon out fro7'!1 th: .. t; tov:n by the ranch. ..hf),f alAo found .. 1.n o1(1 
ru."'tod Gorrnsn u.tn, ~- helmet cov r an( "rarious other nonvonLrs in th~ ieldf.· vhore 
4 or -:vn n dee. erat . fi~h :.n~ lt~ot sprl r;. I!avLt~ tho O!'llinr~ ff dut ... ·, o :inr. to 
b .. L .. g u all night, I . referred ~.,olnc x .. lori r.J r thor to r:l cp lJO", fO I --: .. · .I:t b· c · 
or the cl..urch o the farms \:her t e rhells f 11 ""7cdnoc-fuly afternoon nne a"'l-::ed 
r-everal Bele;i s if they h~.d pic.:od u:) nny copper fuse ho3.ds, 1)ut at fir~.t ~ot Ytl th 
1 0 s ccc s , so I \Vall .. od on do·~.r: .. to th<3 ea~e of a lnrg xpans .. , o broad fie c".s ~ 1 

li t nee to th•:: ri lo :ti-ro ir t1o trcnc e:, boyoncl.. About a mile fu!'ther on I 
conlJ. see the 1 ine of tree'" alon-; tho ser Cru1:-~1, where a.rn th11 trenches. /.11 
about were nothin~; but rulne<l fnm bu lcl.ings w..d treor cut off' short b; the s .. l·Jl s . 
Just b fore reac!':ing to\vn on the r ... tul"n I stopped to quec:,t ion nno th r el '-";'ian on 
vhe ~t,;;..~e subject of _use heads n .• .ld he told r e of n an, t.rho livod in n house I had 
just pnssod, .~ho had <lu _; u ots o tt fnf'eF> ron th rhcll hole~. At ·:1y re-
qucr:>t he conduntecl. me to tho in< 1vld:ta1, v:ho was (" "aknr. O:n tho .. ny c.n of leer, 
who hnd soon m pass his house twice before, sec od suspicious at sGeing me in 
company with n. Bolr;ian pe:J.nG.nt r:.nd so came out to sto}! o.nd question me, b 1t was 
thorou~hly satisfied ,,,ith my an wers. At the ba'cer's ,.,,·c iound a '\Vhole sac1{ 
o about fi~t;, time fusee. Th son ad bee:n _ ic ,..tno; the. up for month~. TheJ 
had a "corner" on the .nar'ret and. were hard. custor:ters for they .... .,,~nt d a ranc n.piece 
for them. Durlnc· the ne.,;,otiatlons, two yo<;.ne sol0.iers , - ~ iraillcurs , crunc in 
and 7 hc'1d a.~ a.musin.f' t ir.Jo trJin~ to drive a b3.r.:;e.in, which -,:vao v .. ry di_ fic"J.l t as 
the btlker could only ~pcalt Flemish. Their price ·,~;as sevon francs for ton. 
Finn.ll.r , I left e.s they ·~ould not como doYn in their price, but ac I 7/()..C! lea vir..:; 
for Crombec an hour later, thoro ~o be or the follo .rln woo1r, I ~nted them bo.d-
ly, so returned a.ncl icnominiously :paid their ... rico . The tv1o Tirn.illeurs \verc 
nn amusinu pair. One of them nve me a picture of himself, \'.'hich he signocl. 
He had it token to sho ; the "croix de terre" he ha.d wont which wns i"~1n tl on his 
chest. That one wa.s a sersermt but the othor, v:ho wa~ only eighteen, was a 
priv· te . He was in tho class of' 1916 but h..~d enlintcd be ore boi ne ce.llod. 

e retiree to a 1.·ine shop and opened a bottle of vin rouoe , - poor like most of 
the fro.nc- a- bottls ·wine, anc 'e had an nmtl.slne hal hour together, as tb.e~., ,._.ere 
a hilarious nair. To-night they :retu.rn to the tronchee neain, ;/htch the~r think 
no . ore of than. in ir. to 2'et a r rirJr. 'e pPrtea the best of friends 
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28 . 

and I promisecl to look them up four days later on their retiurn. I ;ront homo with 
the bag of time fuses slung over my shoulder , and it was n heavy load. Everyono 
\1-a.s wild at the return of a successful spoil hunter and muted to ot tho re!it, oo 
bac'l{ wo went with a car and got twenty more and later some others retun1ed for the 
balance. Thn.t Belgian made a fortune and no doubt found selline fuses much more 
profitable than bakins broad for the French soldiers. By this time the other 
cars hn.d cor.te to replace us and we had to return to Crombac. I thought I .·ould 
stay on at ·~·ooston for ray re~-;ular week , having co~ue three days ahead of ti. o to 
replace a r.1a11, but was disap!)Oillted o.nd had to return with the others. On noar­
ilg Crombec we found a company of soldiers puttine; up barbed. ire entan lomeuts 
and buildin~ trenches, in caso of nocossity later on. They are certainly taking 
wonderful precautions against the Germans breaking through the linea, for the re­
serve trenches nov/ extGnd about s i x 11ilos behind the first line tre. ches alon~ the 
Ysor Canal . 

AUGUST 17. 

Last ni .. ht about dark I ran my car over to Ambulance 2-45 o pass the 
night in it there, for this morning I h.."l.d to take ono of the doctors over to Slvor-
dinghe to do some ,..mrk. ·. e '>'lore \Wl..ked up by an "infirmior, at three in tho 
morning, but having only my boots to put on and no breakfast to oat, ~ were o f 
in a few minutes. Besides the doctor, a.n "in.f'irmier" came alonp; to stay with 
the car to see that noth.ine was stolen, for two days a.~o, when Campbell 7lent on 
the same trip, his dog wao t~ken. Althoueh he t;reatly regretted it, t 1e rent 

f .,: s squad ware as greatly pleased, as most of tho time t .. e doo; \7as 3.11 av.rful 
nuis ce. :e lit the head li::_:hts,- the first tlme I have used tnem, and so wero 
able to ~-~o along fast,- meetinz nothing on the way. Before roachinr- ·.voesten .10 

turned them out, as theo;r are forbidden on tho main road, and proceeded in the dark-
ness. li.'lvin,_, dri von that way often I was used to it and knew the road well , but 
the doctor ;as nervous and wanted me to blOYl my horn at intervals of n fmv seconds, 
like a ship in a fog. Ho~7ever, I persuaded hir:1 thoro 7as nothing to fear and so 
we continued on quietly. On reac!1ins Elverdiughe we loft the cn.r just inside 
the gates of tho nchn.teau". Before starting I askocl an .... nc;lish rttTlommyrt t ·u·ho 71D.O 

on sentinel duty, if it \vas all rieht there. Ro said perhaps it would bo better 
to put it a. little furtner insido and to hide it behind a clurn) of bushes, a.s undor 
a troe next to the gate wao mounted an eight inch nav{;;.l gJ.n, which !las placed there 
lo.st nieht! o 'Vie too1c his adv::.ce. Later ·when we returned 11 the middle of 
the morning, VIe founcl the BUJl so v1ell concealed by bushes, v.'hich were naturu.lly 
erouped about • that hnd we not knmvn of its existence we should have passed it un-
noticed. Even being aware of it~ resence, it was extremely difficult to see 
its outlines tnro1!gh tho bushes at only a distance of six or eight feet. They 
have now located the big Gennan ._,'"lm that has been firi:nc on ?operinche, and as th 
former location of this English eun wns too far a ;a,/ to rea.oh it, they ch:lnn;ed its 
pooi tion here only 1 st ni ht. Tho Tommy said that if the mornh£g v;as brieht and 
clear, so that thei. n.ero..)lan s could well observe the effoct or the Bhooting, they 
w0u.ld open fire on the Ger.:m.n gun. However, as it later turned out the morning 
was overcast until eight, an up until the time wo left Elverdingho , cbout ton­
thirty, we had hoard :no rf1!_)0l'tG ft-o !1 the gun so concluded it had not been :lir d. 

Loaded with cnnteon, Kod.::.l:, fiL'Tls, binoculars, chocolate, orru1ges , cheese, 
etc., we ctnrte off just about ~yli0ht. Our work was to visit all t,e kno, 
cemotories, of ·,;;hich tho doctor had charts, ~.7here ,.:yero m.'lrked t !L names or the 
buried soldiers in ordor to got th11 nnPGr.: of those b u·iell sL1cG t 11:• •:).!...) .;c...u made a. 
few months ago, and also to locate all the nov little cemoteries r.md scattered 
graves in thio rl"llf'tion o tho Wronc1 line which is about five kilometers in len,tn. 
It meant in covering this distance also oovorinP; a deptn of about a mile from the 
f'irst lino onchos bac1r ,- takinG in ~ 11 tho cemet rios at the vario·ts h.'=~lr dozen 
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29. 

or mor ttpost <; d s cours". Th trip had in it gre t possibilities of bein an 
int r stin one and as it lat r urn d out, it c rtainly v~a, for amon~ other things 
we sp nt two hours in the first lin tr nch s on tho bank of th Yser Canal, only 
thirty yards, or tho width of the canal and its banks, fro::n the Germans . 

The doctor want d to start in at nboya.u" .ffS. "Boyaux" -re the connect-
in trench s that run to the third, a cond and first line tronch s, startin, from 
a distance of about one and a half miles behind and all troops and individual 
soldiers are suppos d to k op in them when they are movin, about. Oth ~vise th 
"taubos" and G rman captive balloons would have too easy a time in seeing the dis­
positions and location of the reserve troops and at a. si~l the batteries across 
the canal 1ould open fire and cnus much havoc. As all of this rocion is as flat 
as the prairios in our ~astern country and trecl os except for a little clump here 
and ther , or a. single l in of t es on each side of some. mail road, it is vo~ im­
portant to keep in the "boyaux" to prevent beine seen by a G nnan sharpshooter and 
g t "pick d offtt. Kno dng- well the location of all the "boyaux", I led him to 
:fJ:8 and ~o started on our way just as it beco.n to et light in tho east. It was 
a typical dull gray morning, the sky being overcast and it looked li~e rain, yet 
a umber of birds were sincfng,- one in particular havine a beautiful song, and 
that gave things a more cheery aspect. ....he "boyau" instead of going strai,.,.ht, 
as one might imn~ina, zi~zagged and made little short turns similar to the cir­
cuitous course of an old Indian mountain trail out w st . Tho reason for this 
b ing of c.ourse for further safety from sh lls or shrapnel, for the G rma.ns often 
fire on tho "boyo.ux" in the hopes of catching troops on their way down; A · 
trench that wont perfectly straight and so parallel to their line of :f'iro ould be 
as good as no protootion at all, for the guns could rake it for its entire len~th. 
They are dug out threo to four feet deep and the earth, piled ither loosely along 
the sides, or in rows of sand ba~s sometimes to tho height of two to thr e feat 
in osad places, gives a good protection. Being tall I could in many places 
look over tho top, for the tronchos are due for the averaee Frenchman, who is not 
a six footer. Little ditches of about two inches d ep are dug along the sides 
of the bottom to drain the water and as the width is about two f et at the most, 
it means the center path is more or leas crowned, and in wet weather, owin~ to 
the clayey soil, you slip continually unless your boots are studded with nails . 
Every fifty f ot or more big ho1es are dug in the bank or transvers tr nches of 
about ten t at in length, at the end of which is a bi~ round cistern- lik cavern 
~hich takes care of the rain water. _he trenches are thus well drained and 

very well made . Often, near demolished towns, they are :ell paved with bric~_s 
or flat atones, so the ·~lking is much improved, specially in wet and muddy 
weather. 

On our way do·.vn we passed many farm houses in ruins. All the time the 
firine of rifles, cannons, bombs, torpedoes etc. v~s coin on ,- the various re­
ports of discharg and explosion Giving a great diversity of noises. Finally 
after walking some time we came to a spot whore the doctor understood there was 
a little cemetery of forty to fifty graves, which l1ad b on passed by unnoticed 
by them two days previously. So •1e jumped quickly over the po.rapot of the 
"boyau" and dropped in the lont; oorass and slowly worked our way on hands and 
knees to the protection of a ruined house. It was necessa~1 to proceed vith 
great caution, as the country here is flat and we w ra in plain si0 ht of the 
Germans, who were loss than four hundred yards away; and in the tr ee about the 
trenches ere plenty of 1ide awake sharpshooters. Once inside we looked about, 
but could see no crossen sticking up in tho ,ro~th of veeds and rass in the 
fields, which in peace times would have been erowing beautifully cul ivatad crops 
of t:heat or oats. Then for sav ral hundred yards, we crawled on all fours, or 
w nt along crouching low and then squattinl do\vn to rest. We kept about fifteen 
yards apart as an extra precaution a~ninst bein~ seen by the Germans. It \vas 
a. weird sensation as we paused in the deY soaked grass which concealed us and 
took in the situation. Already it ;as broad da.rlight, but as the sky was over-
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30 . 

cast, tho ricin~ sun nas not viGiblo. In front, along tho road, which ran through 
tho remains of the little tovm of Boesin~ho, 1as a row of beautiful big olm trees 
many of ~hich ha boen br~con of liko pipe stems by the big shells nnd beneath 
them tho ground was covered ~71th branches and trunks, lyin ; in a confused tangle. 
On our ri ht towardn tho Yoer Canal, a mist hung over the fields, and it eave tho 
scene an oven gloomier and mora dosolnt aspect. The noiso 7as incessant and 
at times wa.s almost deafening. Behind us we heard the reports of the French 
artillery while in front ca.mo the loud "booms" a.o the big sh 11~ or bombs burst 
in the German trenches. A continual "crac}:'* ttcrack" told of +;ho rifle firing 
along the lines, which at times wo.a very loud and ~ith the echoes it seemed terri­
fic. '!'he bullets sped overhead 1 histling as they passed and made a dull thud as 
they buried themselves in the earth or a loud whack as they came in contact with 
a vm.ll or a treo. Once we ex-r>osed ourselves too mu.oh and a Gorman sharpshooter 
apparently spotted us. for a bullet whizzed through the erase between us. At 
that e changed our Josition quickly. so to nvoid any more bullets he Inieht fire 
at tho same spot, and than squatted still for a minute. The doctor was a rather 
nervous man and at avery report of a French or German rifle he would jwnp 9 so n ed­
les!J to say he didn't have much rest. 

"e continued on our way as before, throueh the grov.rth of weeds and then 
'~1en near enough made a dash 9 one by one 9 and jumped over the parapet into the 
'•boyau''. But just as we did this, no bullet whizzod by our ea.ro as would have 
be n the case in n storJ book! In anoth r minuto · e reached the to\"m of Bocs-
inf!')le, the ruins of :hich we had seen in the diatanco for some time. 'i'Vhat houseo 
were still atandinf" hc'ld thoir roofo and . .'lalls also torn to pieces. We stopped 
at the "chateau , \".rhere formarl;y- lived the Cotmt of Boesinghe 9 o.nd here some sol­
diers cave u~ a cup of co fee, which tasted r.;ood as it was the first thine; wa had 
h.a.d since g ttin ) up. Tho c;rounds and houso, thoue-h VOl'".f simple com arad to 
r.1oot uoha.tcaux", .. ,ere at ill very bea~ltiful or at least w re one so, but now a.ll 
-;me a mass of ruins. Tho greenhouses and ero.pory soa.rcoly had a pane of elass 
left and· the la'vn was just n mass or big holes made bJ the exploding shells. 
Beautiful big troos ltad been cut down by the sh lls and the fallon timber all a­
bout ~ms a reminder of our trip in the mountains out woot in British Columbia laot 
summer. A soldier escorted uo from hore as a guide ae lt was confusin6, for the 
"boya.u" had ended and the remnininc; mlls of tho houses served a.s the nrotoction, 
with here and there o. pile of sand bags or furniture blocking up some hole in the 
masonry 9 caused by an explodinP" shall. Thus finding ono • s .'ID.y to tho trenches, 
throu~h this maze of ruins 9 \vas vory difficult. Here we w re about t ·:o hundred 
ya.rdo from tho Garman trenches and we could plainly s e their oxact location from 
cracks or little holes in the \lalla. On our loft vas the church,- nothing of 
which remained hut the lower part of the walls and tho bare winrlo v arches. Be-
fore leaving, wo ~ent all through the cemetery and around the church to seo if 
there were any now graves. but found only three. ..Iany were covered with the 
fallen masonry and so further identification of tho broken and splintered head-
boards ru1d crosses was i~noasible, but all these had been recorded, so it matter­

ed little. 
Hero the most intercstlne )art of our ork began as we started for the 

trenches, but not at first throueh a 'boyau", for there was a better arrnngemont. 
A street of a hundred yarcls in len th ran directly to'\mrds the canal and by con-

• necvlng all the houses on the rieht side, throu~ tho l0wer rooms, by big breaches 
made in their walls , wo had a fine saour passage- way. lt was a novel means 
but served its purpose ~ell and was certainly the first time I had ev r passed 
through a block of brick houBen in that ~ay. The doors and windo7s on the back 
aide had been filled with sand bags or in some cases merely covered with an old 
shu·tter or piece of furni turo. As the latter sel'vod onl_r to shut tho asoine 
soldiers from view and not as a protection against bullets, it was noceosa~ to 
stoop low on goine by. some 1 i ttle passages had ve~" lo\'7 barricades and o fline 
to my hei )1t the doctor \Jas ~;orried tha.t we would be seen by the German ohurp-
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shooters u1· attrac- their fire, oo .. e ke11t co!ltinu·'tlly lookil e; around an 7 s:-:1.~ring 

L1 an tler~one "baiss z-vouct!. But hls e...::tr·1. prec· ution'1 ore not n~ceL.,j._..ly for 
I \·;cs vor; :p::...rticuL.~r myself to l'~oep v:oll doY.n o 1t of si~t. Then .'C once more 
entered a "bo->-ro.1.tn, well bt il t a."rlu .. ave , \!i th higl parapets a.na. many quick tu:n1.s, 
ao as to be verJ safe and suddenly ~.re emerged. iu an or)en spac, behind tt.e trc::tch-
os. It wc.s so ULC:...'"Uec ted t.~t I an1t::ec a soldier if tli was the first 1 :..ne! 
He smiled m1d poin in·-; in front, aaid in a l:'[lth~r s1..1 1, ea. voic ,- t'.,n.t the Ger­
man troncne:3 wcr OLly ju~t on the other b.s. \. of the Ca.nr..:.l, n.bout thirty ,l,.._rctc 
o..:o.y. It didn't seem possible. Here the trm_chen are about as close togeth-
or as on any otl or 1.-a:rt of the wl ole line anCI. in their apoer .. rQnce an(' conptruction 
Y:era far different fron ·what I h?~d e.. ccted to find. The ro~nd v.as ver-J favor­
...... ble for it sloped c.v;[!..y fror tho canal ba.u.tc qui tc a bit, so that one coul<~ sta.nu 
upric;ht c.o.S far as ono h1.u a. ec! feet behind tl:e bic )ara.pet in front anc. still be 
unJ.er itr; protection and of course in isible to the Gonnann. 

First of all i<'> the l'ront pt'1r,;q)et which ..,t~dc perhay s scvon feet above 
the lGval of the ~o-md and as t~1o trer!ch ic due fou.r feet deep, thore is aTl 

eleven foot 'protoctiOl'h :1:he ut.ropet io made exclusively of' S[..n bac"'s, several 
in thickneos, oo ao to ri thst[.'.lld the e::plocion of tho lare;o bombs, ·which contain 
o e hundred f i ft;,- 1_')ounds of powclcr. In it arc 1 it tle loo1> holes but 'they are 
almost all filled up with leaves or m2.terial easily removable. The or..l-; obr.8r­
vc.tion ho los are little bi tc of thinc:s too small for the Germans to see n.t thirt .. 
yc.rds distance. Thoro in a oholf of t·:iO foot in width -crherc the bottc:-.1 of t: e 
all of the p~ra.pot bogino,- on n level with tho top of the c.ctual trelich, a.nd it 

is here that the mou on duty st~ntl w<....tchin0,- rifle in hanu.. 8omotimes tl""~iG 
trench m!.J:os o. detour behind tho parn.pet for ocver'.J.l feet and in thin e.ncle is n 
bomb proof du~;-o,.t or "abri r \"!hose roof is coverecl v1ith ,~lterrw.te layers of lor;s, 
san bng~, sheet iron o.:r.cl turf, so thic thnt the big bombs on explodinr; can not 
penetrate. For a depth of thirty feet in places there are n1.::'11erous such 'ubris'• 
ant thore is li -4·erally a , "1ZO or trenches, winc1_ing in anc. out amon" them, so that 
wo often would got tho ·1ronL tt:rl •;hich 770uld end in u blinc1 trench, ne;a.inst a 
w:.-11, or YJOLl stop at the entr( nco or an "abri". It ras surprising t:1c.t i':; 
\.'3.-s )Ossible to -;et lost so c:....r;: l~r in tho tronches. Tho picture the.t I so.w wr-ys 
an intorestinu one, as it was early in the ~ornir:.e, only about six o'clock, and 
ma.n:l soldiers lay under their blL~n~_ctn n.sleop on the shelf, u der tho protection 
of the :pn.rt:pot, c.l thouch most of the. V70ro unde:rr.;round, s:1fely hicaon in t le na.brio" . 
Behil .. d, about one hundred feot, wore .. 1any ~raves of men -riho had. b .en killed t. oro 
uncl .-ve ..... de a list of all the na.--:1oa on the head-boards. Ho·wever, as I fout.c the 
doctor could do tho .or% just ao e;...oily hLnsolf, ancl n.c there .rorG nu.'llerous thi1.._;s 
or i::1terost to see, I left him a~d to.lkod to the soldiers. BreDJcfast was in 
prof·ross, con:::dc:tinr:; or coffee nnd broad., and they kin<llJ gave me a c 11 \ti th a 
little bit of brancly il. it, which is issued to the:ll. .he sergeant hac c11ar<;e 
of tho supply and pours out discrimina.t ..,ly a little in each cup. I r-ave the."l'l 
m.i orn.n."'es and r.1ost of tho chocolate, Jhich I had brought for our lunch, uo lmew 
it me~nt more to them than to us, and also ao~c cigarettes with thich they wer 
thoroughly Jleasecl . hese French soldiers are certainly a rine ap recia'tive 
lot of men. Then I tool-;: Dome pictures but it was still early ancl the suP hid-
de!l in the clm.1ds ~de tl c trenches ver-J darJt so that it mcru ... t rnnkin"' lon) ti.ne 
e~:po..,ureo. he sergeant eave me a periscope a hand made one of a. simple boz 
with pieces of mirror, which hat1 n bullet hole throut;h the top, and J. atLlC-: it 
above the parapet and sau tho Go_. tre.lChos,- a high ,~·£111 of sand bueo e~:n.ct-

ly tho came ao \7erc those of the ~r~"'~1ch. Then I poe ::ed throuel a hole and also 
stuct: m- henc.l above the sand ba"rr;, cloce to a tree, ancl oa;; the t .. :·enchcr; t .-ice 
lith r ... y nrured eye, but I onl 'I• J::ep · it there for a oecond, a.o the,I nn.id more mon 

\H;::. e kil-ed in the tre1 chos in that way t!u't:n in any oijher. By thio ti .. t, thin'-,s 
were rather quiet • \:i t'1 onl~y no·.:· and then a li ttlo SIYlsmodic rifle firinu or so~-:1e 
crumone r;o.:np; off. }s wo -vrcnt on, p..,'1s1n [;,rouno of men sittinu o::: ntan(linr; 
n.bout, nn~r of ./om ~:ere juct cettinr; u ), aftor thei~ nin- t' s rest, \70 noticod 
the entire absence of officers. In fact we saw none until just before ~m left 
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·l, .. o t:!.~cnch.et, \'1lcll y·c L t n cu. t[l.l ...... nc n ::>GCOLl"'.. llm' 4~cuo..;.' , \;} o h· c~ ·u~:t v,a.L .tl up 
1C: • ro looJ!:h:c very oleop..,·. I no iced at i::terv~.ls. at out f .f · ~., fe t bchi;.1d, 

lit·lo qun.re fenced off with bct. ... •l d ri_o ;;,.l:.C. at first I ~.idn't r,ee ~m t .. cy v~·ore 

fo·r·, ·tho:n I noticed i each one l~y [~n 1.U1CX!!lO "ed German ... om1J, just · o !.t fell • 
... o. e of' them were of the 80 nm. type, cc.rryinb one huncJ.red 0.11..u.. scvent.l poun ~' of 
:powder t?..nd tho fences ·::ere built to 1 revo 1t ~~olcUers fron rtt n 1 :1::..~ on tho:. in t_lo 
uark a.1tt ha.vin., thE.!m e .. :plode. IJ.hat \vas one of tAl} r.10n ; 5.n ~c...roPtil~S' thin.;. of' 
nll. We came Jvo ono piece of the line o.bout fift,~~ ys.rds 1011._;, which 1n.s n 
rough loo1-ein~ spot. for this ~an vther most of the Cermun bo .... f-•ud torpedoo:;, 
·vn.ro:r.a from their trenches, le.nded. c.lv.rin~ tho n:i.~ht. Th erot:nd for a r~diu~~ of 
.ift./ y~rdn Vl[!.S full of deep holns ant.. all torn to pJ.ece",- e en the para ot war 
well battero<l and needed re:pairinc; ever:'" ni~ht; ~o keen 1 t inbo,ct. .lc ·;oro Ym.rn-
ed of this s..; ot before l"'en.chlng :lt !:l.lll1 told. to hnrrJ pnst 'ls two ir, 1)om~ ~> 1~ ... 
lc .. :ncleti there onl~r a few mi1utes eforo. -Iov.revcr 1 in ayJJ.cht, if ;,rou arc cRrc-
ul, there isn' !I nmch d.aneer., for not only can ~.,.ou hoar tho ro--ort \7hon the g'IU'. is 

dincharn;ecl., but as -:.roll you can soo the born" or torpedo cominc; throu~l the nir an'" 
so have u.bout t'.'iO seconds time ·~o ju: p out of the ·.'Uy. UEfort1mately none fell 
<...tlrlng our stn~r Dlll1 oo ! clidn 't h"J.ve tho sntisfactiOl. eof soeli.1g one~ In the 
ccnto2 .. of n.ll thin torn up ,:.>round. stood a 1 i ttlo short canno1~, v1i th its muzzle 
pointin0 nk:,'YJaru.n. It ·-:an lil-:e P. li t1~lo r;t.m use_ on a yneht for so.luti t[; ·pn.~-
poscs, for the barrel -;ras only about oi[jhteen inchoL long and t"wo ln ini'1eter. 
r.r::1.o tail o 'i~ e bomb, only,_ fits in the arrel, for :t t i~~ no~ noceosa:r":,r for thcr."'t to 
go more than fift .. / ·to a huLdrod ynr<lo., ... hey n:xe on beln~; dircharzod nimnl;l 
tosse<l up into the n.ir o.nd after tt\king n. semi-ci:rou.lar fli,:~t abov~~ o~;hn canal, 
tho:l fall f ~ft;;,'" ynrt G o.way behind the Gorman pr ro_pet. They arn composed. oi three 
-.y rts,- tho tail tL~t fits into the .nuzzle of the cnnl10n, the . in~ and the m..'lin 
1}ody of the shell contnlnin& the exr,losive cruueo. ~heno fi1 s hn.ve the sn.rne 
f ~nc vi on n.s the riflin·~ in n. c· nnon or L"ltn. for they ke .p t . dt0ll GQing hea(l o--1, 
by .1lakln~ it rcvol ve rapidly. 

Lo!ne of the men b.r'lvo m~:.do collections of vr;\rious 1<in< G of butto·ns off 
bOldior~ r tn ... ifor. s anrl c.s I started to do 11kouiso onl~r ycstcrda;y~, it seor"C(l li1(o 
a 2:,00u. chance here. r:uch tir1e I sA:;.· n r,oldier with a different sort, I of erod 
to exch:lnJe one of my rod croso button~ for one of hls as a. r:ouv~nir. Ncoclless 
to ouy nost of ~he .1 thou.ght it an cxcallent idea, 1Jut as all the troops hero '' .re 
the Firslj i c;i!":'lont Coloninlc the variety was ll.itod. ·~one o·r then ha _ cor>Jts 
of other regimonts iosued to tho11 ho; ever an so I m .... ;JlUged. to ,;ot f"our ·or f'l ve 
kinds of buttons. \'.J!len I had h_ishec" my coat \':n.s 1.~·ell strip .oc~ of rod cross 
but·t;ons, b·..tt on returai:ng, I se:.red on tho 11e.•.rly acquired 011es, \.hich ··· ro f.-t:peci­
ally fine 3ouvcnirs, bein~ obtained like th{ t from ooldiors in the trencl:cs, 
vlhile only thirty yo.r:s from the Ger1 ..... :ns. ..mch to my reeret tho work v:ao dono 
und so ·::e said good-bye and I'Gt"'..l:r--t'le\ by t' .e ?boyo.u.' whence '.;c : ... o.cl como. ~ oar 
tho "Ch-'1-teauu we I"2et the com:nan<5...:'l:nij (.-,,. jor) of the battv.lion, '\:hich iac n the 
trencheD, who was an xtremely pleasant rrk n, and he c.s)::o u to come into his 
qll.!l.rters at t:1e "chntoautt and 1'k1.ve a cup of c.offee. o this "'"7r:, read! 1;/ ;, ·re .d 
~s \:o hs.d had. nothinr; to eat yet.- only t"1e t'.JO cu,.,s o. coffee \lhich t_:..o t:"er .. eant 
h~d give..1 1-n in tho trenches • 

. Ve went into t!to hall, w.1ich e had fixed up as his quarters a.nd a .,trango 
looklnc place it; wo.s. On tho !...ide towardc the ~.~ronchor- ~.vere ilecl sand \ar;~ and 
ba.r.ricadon of all kinds es 2 protection ao-c~inst bullets and explodinr; nhellr-, for in 
cpite of the I ,i ... od condition of thP. tov:n, tl...e:~ Leep sholline lt all ths ti·11e, e.nd 
bulletn arc aL.'E.JS flyinG abot'tt. J.. 1e liouten~nt see in_.:; m.J ir-f;o ·&st in t! . furniture 
etc. sho·.lo0. me throus _ the roo .• lS anc".. y;c v•"3,d d abo tt a.:-nonr;ot the piles or <l ,brin all 
over the floorc. .:.hey ha save_ som~ of tLe nicer chairs, t·.:o rrlt".lrble ~ir11.rcs nnd 
tY!O beaut if :tl old chinooe vasos, bo :)icos o·:1c or t·;:o protty gi 1 t mirrorr. The Count 
of Boesint;he, th o~.n.er of' the {lcmolis 1ccl "cha.tea.u", t:cn ;arently io livin:~ in ::~.'?.ria 

1:!0'.1. hat rcmindn me, in tho t.•enche., I sa..,::. be"'.t- i.f<.tl mahoo; r.y ~·nd uilt mirror 
hnnt:nc-; nr> outside oro of the !'v.bris'' on the r.anc b~c; ... ., Yl E:'rc 1 t wnB ·use . b ;he 
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me 1 fo sf'~~ ·in~~. ~ 6. _lr;~ some 1pholr:t ... roc. c~ L·.i · c as .(~11 .. 3 nu.rnAroue quainA; '?Oo en 
chairs an~ t .... )les "'hat .:o"..l.ld have interested an~:on, with & '::nowl_tlge of' a_ tique 
fu itu.r~... ~'hat a s·~ro.nge oielt it vL-s! 'lso a m ... tal street letter pont-1)0X 
·wz.~ hun~ up on the oar. ba.;G ,- .. rob~bl~r tn.:: en fro.n t.1e ruino of Bonsi: .. ...,he. 

The Con n~dant ,13.~ a c .. arming ma'i. e1:d askod all abo-.lt th ~ ericaL " 1 .u­
lo.ncc an~ Y: .... cn he fo::t..'YJ.cl th::..t all the rivers -w re vol1ntccro e:r .. c. th~ co .. lli tlo 1~ 

~er -:: .. i '-: they v.•orke , ho ~.~:ns i !lTTlense y . leas d. ..\_no :.1~ nr,~:e. CJli.estio ::: a.-
bout t.nc Uni tee !2 tates n.n :hat lm.slnon..., :10 • .'oro en~;ag;ocl in nt :t0"!16 and ~eer10d 
grcc.IJly surprised ~t the fact of ("lo ma!1 ... ,. :nen. havinJ come ovor to (lo thi;J ~:ind of 
worl~. Soon it v.·::s ti.1o to loav~ herG. hir) iE! a str~:.n~o li. a,- ·neotinc lots 
of pleo.nant officers and men for po1he.p~. .n.lf an hour and thel~ .. srti:1L, 1ever to 
meet ac;c.ir. tc retu·:-n..,d by tho .1ay of tho ... ame "boy .... :o!'. '.!.'h.- r octor •;.rarto :Jo 
t~··c #9 to the ~ .. ilroad st:1tion of 'SooLinrz;ho., but G,s t:..ll tho men .:o r7tot s~.io lt 
\ •an dn..."'l~crous, owi1 g to vhe fact t4.a t the WLll o ·\; ro low n.ncl the mi traillet ses 
;ere kopt tr~ined on them fir in'; a e;ooc c.e~l at tho low r:potB, he loot his no1~c. 

Finally \·.e ended up at the "posto de secourtu or the Zouaves, tho one that 
I mvc been to so frequently from 7~ocsten. Here were somo more gra OS un., nf v'3r 

getti .. c:~ :111 t'H~ l_Nnes, we r.:::..t down and ate o~ r moal of 1>rencl and cheese arv ".'/lre, 
after Vlhich -;;e felt nuch better.. The sun was out bri£;ht now o.r..r I e;ot a fine 
picture, \"lhich I J1..ave 1\'D.n ·-cd. to uo for some woo~~('.', o.s thiL is a familiar spot to 
mo. The Ger.nnns \':ere firinc"• at th "boyau·, b~yo.1d ns, {-6, but ov.t of a dozen 
or fifteen shellc that whistled by uc, not on~ explod.ed, ·~hich shoved ho'.·.: inferior 
v;as the amuunition. Af"ter half c.n :r.our'n wallc, over a fn..rn.iliar roacl, through 
tJ e fieldrJ, e 2cach l tho "chaten.utt r~t Elverclinr;ho and started hone in our c".r, 
but as the doctor ·~.L-:..tc( to lunch ,,.,i th the othf]r electors at ~ oesten we ato:1 ed 
t119J:C and. '::.'OY.~l.sGnc1 , \'hO in in chn.rue of thH.t section, had. thoi~ lu..~ch h'"'"lf an 
hour ea1 .. lier, so I could hmch ·:.ri th them. _;ve:r~tono wa.s m1vious of rr.y tri J , for 
so mLm:/ hcvo made pl&ns \'li tr ti .. o o.octors to ~o to tho trenches a!1d then had them 
fail. I ,.·as luckier, for I m.:"lnn.c;ed to cet there without havi::.g yet tried to 
plat o.r..:.r s1..1Ch trips , a i mply the opportuni t~ tur-11eu. up and I grc..~ bed at 1 t. 

There ·,'2-s nothL1~ t;o do h: tho afternoon at Croubec. All of our cro,::d 
o:" :.;o·L"1C.: to~r-hcc;.de.l children ·::as r_ r01:md,- tho boys from five to ten all smo1-:ine 
ci__.nrettes,- at loaot all ·.,ho hn.t1 tlJ·:rn. We (lecide<l to cure fjhc fivo ye&r older 
and so gave him a cig_-...r to snoK:c but he wm t ri[;ht throun-h it much to our s·llrl. rice, 
at d finished it --.rithout a qualm! ... on the T?arin a.uto bu[;ses arrived later m1 in 
t- e ... ftornoon a.:nd. were il .lo ding their nidcB of meat. a mo.n fell an broke :...is leg, 
so ono of our cc~.A.·s ca.rri ... d hi·. of • It 1 ... stran&8 .ho,:! easily ono Cf.L mee~; ~ith 

such a.n accident an{' that it isn't c "O!l necet;.>r-ary for v.~e soldiers to )0 in the 
trcrchos to ;;.et hurt. There if~ a ne\1, but o:;,trovBE,''Cnt nchemo h0re in l'ntl1ding 
tho t ... cnchos nnd. nabrin". r.1ho.·l pile UJ! a J.0t of b:1.es fillec .. with Portl ~.nd cement 
and ·,·,hall the:,· are iL place tho:/ pour vm. tcr over t .o..l!l. oo that the~;r 1 ar _en like a 
w~ll of rock. .IothL g c~~.n penetrn ·c ·that kind of cor.otructio:~ ,.,hen 1 t it'< cover-
eLl 7li tl n dec~p layer of turf. _o-cl~J Sible;;· , H!lnoy '~nd Col ton l eft for Du.r.'l{er-
quo o .... their .'Tay ho.:'lo to Nov? Yorl<, and thc:u ;ore certainly a ha:p JY crew to h2v 
their \'.'01--Jt all done, for the:y a.l h~vo beon here a good many montho ,- one since 
oarly "'.7lnvcr. 

Three ne7T men arrivod to replace those ~;·.rho left ~.nci aro novr at ·voesten. 
ro _t ,:mG1c it will be our turn there 2.[:;<.:-i:n and .,,,e 'ldll have a full moon, as .;.::~ aid 
once before. which ·ill :1ako tho ni~)!t ·1ork tt 0re~t deal e~.sier. L•:J.nt ',taai: ·.va 
,,·ere there fo:r three d3ys and one of t_to men ( F-vrcn) bact "blessl3s" clio in hin CQ..r 
on t\:o different occanions. t o .. e o those timer.; -:.t the 1'ponte", they n 1t a 
man in<·ido who w~H as t.,ood HB deac1 and the jol tino of Lhe c:n" speo ily finis te('i. 
hi 1, for on nrri vin ~ e. fo·.1 minuton l·· tor the"' found .:1c h.:'1d die{l on the trip. 
R:,ran nid thoy put him in to cot rid o h · .. 1 and have hi~ <loath appear on the 
record~~ of the no.~tt hot pi tal, tor tho o.im is t·:-> have s fo·.J c1e, thn as .. ossiblo. 
-To doubt he 'vas x·ight. Ho ha.L muc?1 <.1iffinul t~r, as he c n' t npo:1~: [l 7.or of 

French and tv"!.e rathor iudi .1u.nt ove:c it. Yenterd'~~.,, I found him sittin, ln his 
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c r, i ~ ~ ~ nsivo 
211., t 1en • ·J;.m l1 

~h ... u i·.-n.~ all tho F nch he ea1•ec -t; o 1cno, ·· or 
o.t oes te. , .. o L p:oh to make req·· 1 t us . 
v:on't hav the "rn.t i.t. over on h :n" c ).~n ! 
puttlne; Men in ·5.s cD r, L no _,':" .... co~· .,ition to 
hi ... C'"_ in three r i:-y.., c'~ic ' t ceGm to !1:_

4
1cnl ~o 

he is 
t wo BOnte C ,r , ann VO~D C 

0 c.n't li',...G the icJ.on. Of t. oi r 
10 cl aths ~"n 

./'> he ".VD..S n. 

jA"'tO ·r clrin: .. inr; ~o mnc ... noron ·!:;0c \~ater, OVJ1 1g to ~11 t "'0 \.'O.t r 
L . the so ~ C'lCi -:.1 ~.rolls beb g tlan~ rou n., th..-'1.t I no·v disli :o the taste of or iu;;.x.l 

.- te"' a:1(1 it tr- o n. li ttlB whll . to ,_;e".; · ~.c ~u&tom e to 1 t Qu;.L1. E:l octorn 
m::H1o an L' ... lnl~roi~ of the variot beerf' l:"lt". o Ld ~.he .. so full of Mi crob s, O\'L ... c to 
~;ho i ·y~_re · ,nter use(l., t_ at ~.1ee :is n m r forbidden "io th€. soldiers f'.:nd a s ~·. > ish­
m .t, ',_l tho '- 'i1 0 shops c·re_ .. -.o r .. ;~ \ 1J~ r an- to :ll ~S n.ro closoO. for a COUIJlt- of weeks . 
An( all the + i.me He hav 1"onn ch·in. .n;: oe _ .. \'.:1 th our moa.l ~, · . ...1i. d .. ~ it w~s sa for 

li.t.1 all the "iJ .... l a nd c1:trt h~ these Belt:;i!:.n tO\.;:r: n .rJ the cw.n-
c;oro u .: wells anc1 WJ:'Ger >Uppl~r, it :t 'i ,·. ;rond ~- · ['-1" · m e can 1 i v 1 ort~. Bt-;_ t I 
tu. l10Ao thr)Uf;h m n,,.r e.ono. · .t:l.on~; the .. '" h A-ve g.,...(. nnally beco1 P u<:'od to it, so t 1a.t t o­
da.,~ these peo Jl r~ are . ln ost inrm1ne from ce t a ln k:luc s of c1ifoas n such 2.. 4 YJ> 1oirl. 
Certr:.i .lJ Poe in._; these ozeJ r:-. of tow- eadec younz ~tflrq, pla · ·inr-· aro1;. ", no on cou l d 
t i:n1 of them o~ bo tne un ,:-·"'i :i.ng Gl se ut h 18. t 1~ fr m ~.~heir loo :B a1 (t ron~· ch c rn . 

A U\H "" ~ . n - 2 '7 

~o-d"' ~~ :-na ... ec .ho en of the oi: ~h w 0 1 r." on -~h-: t .. e:::·q squad "1. d 
nlso it is just thmo mon-'chn a5o to-do. .. r thn.t I ro' chod "l ... ~in ,- a c f'-' thn.t I Yi 11 
1 n('; ::-omor.1ber :l!J one o "'or;,r vivit1 i~1 esnlor.n. Si x oks moro e.nd I wi l l bo 
bac1 in ,..,n.rlo, no the ti 10 ir just h~lf over. I h...'lvo boon fer;1 i g Jni ser ~ 
l ast fo ~: d:"'.;.r~ with n little fever and a cold, oo _ thin1"" if' I co .• 't t.,ot over .it , 
I will --;o to DLm!'"orquo on C"aturc"t~l,y o.n( t:l.~':e m~- turn thor0 •:.r..;nin , as 1m.ch ~.n I .,to 
to ~;iv. np my 7ee.::: at ~.7oorten. Thio n orninr, .il"GSland vm.s uoinG tn t[l.ko ~-1o 

doctor on h i r laot tri:p ttgrn.vo huntinc:;' , l)ut nfter goinc e.J. l tho ~. :a:, over for 1- .im , 
t o < octor lost hie norvo nt tho l.s.r~t ~i nte ~nc re sod to go. He io n. r.orvous 
man an tho d~;r ! 7ont \"ri th hlm he didn ' t c:::.ro r.n1ch for th.o job, ot_)ec i a ll;; 1;1hon 
there ··:arc any bullets V7hizzinr, arou.nt u.s. ~ fool r:rorso still thio evenirr.: with 
my iserablo cold and nlanned to to Dl.ln,terqu~ to-nor.rou, until I c::m ,et ·::ell, 
but x eel To·wnsond. persu dod me 1 o t to Givo u tho woo,: ~t "/oester , l.ih r ·:,r') ~hanf'O 

to- mor ow, so ! told him I ,~,ou.l"' --;o there .i. ! fol t bot tor i n tho morr .. :tnv.. 
~n wmlt :1rouncl to our caf& n.ftor supper, whilo ·~~~c" playe 1 tho p i ano , 

v1hich i n terribly ont of tune. IIo t:>lays rost i mo wonc1er u.l . ..J ~TI( it ~oundn c;ood 
to her!.r some of it once more. TJ_o onl. r trouhlo ir: that the p1ano is v ~r b::A,-
o-vidontl r nover hnvinr; beon tun~C. an be. ides tho keys ~tnJ do~:m ·.-u!"ln they are 
ntruc, ~ , so tha t i t renlly tnker1 t-:.o to nl.:-.y , - ono to ush. thH • eys ( o.m D-~-· ~ tho 
o fihcr to push th~m up ! 1: v tho c111rch. cloc · o fltri,: i "'lG eioht s v.;o left for that 
in tho hour when nll "milit'llresn hnve to leave the C8fGs . It wan just about 
dark and 2e we cmno o 1t \70 hon.:rc the 'U:rnhle of heavy \7heols :: ncl f.:~, .r n b['tter~y c;oing 
th:r.ou ..... h tov.n. HoTievor, an it turno out t 1ore ,.~ero n0 ';t.ln r:, only caissons on 
their .13."" to the batteries !lt ·'loeot n with a fresh su 1nly or nhel l G. It always 
thrilln me to GOO a bnttel'~~ Of c.rtiJ.lory SO b~r, D.l1C GlOCially in the dark .. ncl \•'hen 
it is a veteran one t, t h.-'.ls sen n1~nu- bo.ttlec. \',.;) rtop .. )ec1 to or;a;atch it po.ss., -
c llinc- out once in a while to tho m 1 • "Car;sev. leur la .... mtlo" or in ngl ish 
so' etimes "Give them ell" ! It ~J:~:a~ s rut-ase then. 

I turno in o[lrl~ ... a11c1 ln tho nor:1i.1r; my colc1 se('.mod better, so I docidcd 
to ch"J.nce it and r-;o -+;o . 'oeston, ln np to of t : A r:1 scr[l.blo, WGii, rt:;)i :" morn inc;. 
':'hi o woathor is o.\'7fu.l and it l o h.'lr ~. to ..,.ot tho boat of e. co . cl w:1en :70":t c .. rc al-
;-:o.ys chilly '='nt d..'1..11Jl• The su'r.T i37' 9 •.7hr .. t t oro ia o it, iv ove1 no·.~ .. n c. tho .ven-
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35. 

I 
ines are pretty cool. I noticed that thoy s t up. an iron stove in one of the 
oaf&s yooterda~~ so they must bo expoctinc cooler weather in September. Before 
leaving I had to fetch n man 1hose horse had just rollod on him and broken his loe. 
He was a Drag and o took him alo vor; slo~ly to tho hospital. Just beforo 
lunch the ~avonty-third Regiment of T rritorials went by on their way to Woeston. 
for their tour in th trenches. The men were an old cro1d, all in tho neighbor-
hood of forty or more and all havine mustaches of about the same color, it made 
them look almost exactly alike. thoy iere a veteran lot and certainly looked it. 
Apparently they had not suffarod many losseo, as tho r elmont seemed quite full. 
A band was with them and it ~as fine to hoar a stirring march played by a mili­
tary band once more. It stayed in the square and played as the troops marched 
by and then 1 ft with the last company playing "L Sambre at euse" and as tho 
troops turn d the corner the strnina wore soon drown d out by the tramp of feet 
on tho "pav tt road. Tho mon all had on their new metal holmets, painted blue, 
and they looked very practical and quite , od lookinc; besides,- but I guess th y 
aren't ve~J comfortable at first, jud~ing from the way the men vore them. As 
the Germans hav be n bombarding oesten with ~ s bombs, we hnve been issued gas 
masko a.s a protection. I think it will be harder to sot pictures of exploding 
sholls, as it will be more dan rous to got as close as formerly. 

Now I am glad I decided to otay as I feel a. hundred perc nt bett r to­
day. The air is cl ar and fresh this mornine, like u September day at home and 
you can't h lp foaling finely. Our gas masks were isau d to us this morning. 
Two days ago fifteen asphyiatine gas bombs fell, not a hundred yards a'vay, but 
only three exploded. Tho smell of the gas was not disagreeable,- in fact it was 
rather pleasant. Last week out of a doz n German sholls that I watched , none 
exploded, so they s om to have som very poor a.zmnunition. r,arly this morning 
the French 75 and 120 mm. guns, near our house, w re carrying on a furious bom­
bardment,- by far the hottest I have yet heard, so that it was hard to sleep as 
the noise was so terrific. I vent to operin)he with one ttbless~" and did tho 
marketincr for to-day, as well as various other errands. I netic d all tho shut­
ters were on the windoua and the stores closed, as I carne into Poporinghe . Also 
no people were about, neither w ro there an~~ te s on the mo.in street, ~hich usual-
ly is so oro dad with them. Havine to do the market in ) it YJas bad .,11th so ma.n. 
stores olosod. As I passed a croup of ~11sh Tornnies, I hoard tho~ whintlo and 
yell at me and thinking I hnd a flat tire, otop ... ed further on. lh never ou think 
you have ono you can always imagine you can feel it. But on examination all four 
~oro fotnd to be in good condi~ion. Lator on I hoard they w re bombardin~ tho 
tovm and were sholling the hous s on the riGht of tho road but the noise of my on-
gino prevented me from hearinC!' the shells. The Engliah had evidently intended 
to stop me and prevent oe from goin~ by that road. There are so many GUns boom-
ing on all sides and so many shells xploding that it is hard to keep track of them 
all. On returnin~ to oesten a furious fire was going on, directed against a 
G rma.n aeroplane, but wlthout resul • 

e tried our eas masks on nd no wond r they are good for not only s 
fum s can't pen trate the closely woven material but neither can the air, and in 
tho fo ~ minutes 1e had them on we nearly died of suffocation. Apparently, the 
mat rial is treated in some solution that neutralizes the f ects of the ~as, so 
it is very important not to get the manks vat . Tho 22nd, Sunday, "as tho noisi-
est day yot :md hour after hour from dayli_.)ht on, tho French carried on a furious 
bombardment with the 75, 90 and 120 mm. guns. Later in tho avenin~ several 
"taubes" flew over us fearlessly circling around again and again, in spite of the 
incessant and well directed artill , fire against them. ~ shrapnel bullets 
falline from the hoight Of a mile pattorod OX). tho ground all about US and around 
tho cars, and we picked up a number of them as nouvenirs. In spite of the hun-
dreds and probably thousands of shells fired, there vros only one wounded brou~ht 
in,- he was hit in tho ha d. About five, tho "tnubes" began signalling back to 
their lines and then the German artille~~ start d shelling, evidently trJine to 
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hit tho batteries which the "to.ubes" ~"ld beon trying to locate. This a.mmt1nition 
~ns good and all the shells exploded, Salvo after salvo was fired as we watched 
them burst but it was 1m ossible to tell what effect they had. 

~he French aviators h re refuse to go out to meet the German aviators and 
would turn around when too near them. Undoubtedly, tho machines here are inferi­
or to the Germans and eo probably the aviators have orders not to get into a fi t. 
The other afternoon they had one and the Gerr:nn.n was apparently driven back disabled. 
One "tnube" nearly got hit yesterday and the bursts were so close to him that h 
b came scared and dropp d a few hundr d feet quickly to a loNer level. This 
mornin I carried a poor man with the ;holo back of his sku.ll torn off and his 
brain injured. He Yas in a coma and was a hopeless cas , yet they wer goln~ to 
operate on a chance that some od mi~ht ro~ult. At first on getting up my cold 
sa mod better this mornine, but I )ot a chill on the half past four ride to 
vl teren and for the root of the day I felt worse than over, 1ith a fever and aches 
and naina all over. If it ~ots worse to-morro~ I shall eo back to Dunkerquo, 
where I can keep warm indoors and get ov r it ntiroly that way. Anyway I Tiill 
tuko my turn there next week and get n w start for the last month on tho job. 
The rest of the day I spent in my blankets~ curled up in tho straw in the attic, 
burning with a high fever and nohin.:> in ove~J nmscle. The doctor come to see , -
me that nieht and took my temperature, findin~ it ~as above thirty-nine degrees 1 ~ y 

Cent. 
For tho next few days I stayed there, eating a little soup or tea brou~t 

to me twioo a day by ono or the men . I n ver felt so miserable in my life, espec~-
ally as the quarters and conditions w re rather uncomfortable. In spite of my 
sore throat I was unable to ~et any gargle until the .third day and then the "infir­
mier" ror!~t it, so I didn't get it until my throat began to get bot ter! Colonel 
Noble , a cha~ing elderly glish~an, who has a London auto-buss here fitted up ;ith 
hot ~a tor boilers to make tea and soup for the soldiers, was vero~ nice to me o.nd 
sent up some soup and crackers and once he brousht it up himself. One afternoon 
we had a hot bombardment and for half an hour a Ger.man gun sent over a lot of 150 
mm. (6 inch) shells. They all whizzed by the house like express trains and land-
ed in a field across the road, loss than a hundred yards away. I was too sick 
and miserable to care how close they came, and they ~aren't but a few feet away as 
they paesod the attic. The last one I thou~ht v~s coming through the house, it 
was so close, for tho building trembled as it passed. It only landed fifty yards 
ay~y and not twenty-five from the ambulance. Fortunately it didn't explode or 
it t·:ould have shattered the hospital,- which is only a small wooden frame building,-
lightl;>r constructed. All this .n: .. s told me later by the men. 1\s the first 
shell struck they cranked up their cars and ran them do\m the road out of dnn~er, 
but mine was left behind as there was no one to take care of it and fortunately no 
shell came close enough to hurt it. hero wao a foot-ball game going on amon, 
the "inf'irmiers" in the field t.a.longside of' the runbulance and when th first shell 
struck in the edge of the field theyall n forth trench sand du uta,- dis-
appearing like a lot of rabbits. One poor woman ran down the road carrying a 
youn~ baby in her arms, and being met by her husb~nd, transferred the child to his 
ca.ro,- he being the faster runner. On all aides people flGd and all the ,.·,oundod 
w r immediately moved out of the ambulance and cn.rried off. · One poor "blessot 
\Voae on the table having hir. dressing chan0 ed, and tho doctor continued finishin·~ 
the job. perfectly cool, while the shells war whizzing past. About the middle 
of the bombardment, :Ryan ran upstairs ancl wanted to 1rnow if I hoard the shells and 
knew we war bein > bom rded! That wao the only humorous v nt . nd miserobl as 
I was I couldn't help lauzhing. It ,1oulcl have taken an awfully deaf man to have 
miss d. those loud .vhistlinn; sounds. The shallo that f 11 1· .Jt ue k: back o ~s 
a d didn't explod all have little barbo 1ir foncos built about th ~. so there 
will b no danger of anyone run11in · into th m in tho dark, for any fur her ,jar is 
liablo to cauo them to go orr. Probably th se shello that didn't explode uill 
b treated in he same rn nner. 
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The next morninE; a "ta.ube'' flew overhead and dropl1ed four bombs that ex­
ploded ·w th a terrific noiseft One went through a house a f ~~ doors away and tore 
thincs up pretty badly. In the afternoon, one six inch shell whistled by and x­
ploded in a potato ~atch on the other side and less than seventy-fiv yards from 
the runbulance. Strangely enouc;h no more fell. 'rhe "medecin ch f" thil'l_lts things 
are gettins too hot now, so h is goinN to move the hospital in a f w ~~ys a mil 
down the road. The first thine before lon~, a shell ill drop on tho ,lace an~ 
there will be nothing left of the bulldinr, and no n ed of moving. There io not 
much doubt but the Germans are tryino; to hit this place, as th ir "taubesn have 
flown ov r here so :nuoh that they know perfectly wall its location. I ass 
this is about as hot a place on the line, where any cars ~re stationed. 

One dn.y there was a t rrific bombardment la.stinc all day long and tha 
hous s shoolr continually from tho reports of the r;uns all about us. Later we heard 
the Germans had smash d in o. section of tho French trenches alon the Yser Canal 
and the latter w re forced to evacuate them, but during the ni~ht they had return-
ed and rebuilt thorn. The Germans apparently haven't much ammunition to waste a­
bout here, as they don't f'iro one shall to twenty that the Fronch do, and what shells 
they do fire are of pretty poor quality, as many do not explode, but merely burJ 
themselves in the ground or else followine a serpentine courao just under the sur­
face for a few feet they jump out and lay on top of the erass, perfectly whole and 
unocratched. Until one sees the round torn up and deeply furro·ved just beyond, 
it looks as if these shells had been ~ently laid on the grass by hand. The first 
one I oaw puzzled me as to how it eot there. Of fifteen shells they fired one 
afternoo11, only three exploded and tho only casualty v~s a dead ·ole! These Ger­
mans are remarkably accurate shots! Before leaving Saturday, I took a photo~raph 
of a soldier squatting alongside of one of these unexploded shells, on which way 
perohod a little tame sparrow, Hhich he had raised as a fledgline fror.1 ito nest. 
I hope 1 t comes out well, as it ~:ill e ?.n amu~ing picture. 

The last time I went dovm to the "poste do secours" just before I was 
laid up, we smelt very distinctly the aophyxiat1ne gas fro1 the Geman shells, which 
they had fired, and each trip the men say it is strong,- especially so on damp, 
misty nights. Ono evening near tho end of the week, we had tho greatest excite-
ment and hottest bo~bardrnent yet and we are b ginning to think that tho shells 
which diru 'J exp ode w re sent in by the Germans with that very intention, as a 
sort of decoy,- to make the people indifferent and careless. That nieht I felt 
so much better that I cnme dov;n to sup~er,- to the farm hottse across the street, 
where we regularly eat. All previous times the shelling had taken place before 
our hour for sun)er, so we had begun to think that the Germans had forgotten us. 
About quarter of eight as it was gottin~ dusk, and while we were waiting for our 
coffee at the end of the moal, a loud zirr o~ that tall-talc descendin scale caused 
a lull in the conversation. Then came a terrific craoh, as n shell exploded be-
hind the !.Louse, which made us juror> to our f ot and rush out. i7hat happened in the next 
hour would take pages to describe and besides the pathetic as 1 11 as the bloody 
sights, there were many funny incidents. At ouch times, when shells are burst-
ine only a few yards away, the only sana thin~ to do is to seek shelter and to cot 
there by the shortest and quickest way. Ao I rushed out the door, tho first men 
who had gone out, suddenly remembered thoir hats and were hastily returning for 
them. Then eve~Jone made for their respective cars to take them ai~ay, ms the 
orders of the nmedecin chef" are to run them down the road a few hund.rotl yards out 
of dan~er as soon as a bombardment of the to\vn beeins, so that they ;ill not be hit. 
We had no sooner loft the house when two more shells struck, f'or they were coninc 
in pairs now, and from the crash thay mttst have exploded close to tho shod, only a 
very fe 1 yards from us. From tho piecoa that flew throu~h the air past us, it 
1as evident that they couldn't have bo0n far a:way. 'lhy no one was hurt was a 

mystery. All this happened in a space of seconds, althou~l it tru{os longer to 
tell it, and it was not until later on in the avenine, when wo 1ere all to~ethor 
again, that tho details came out. 

Everyone cranked up his car and jumped in,- ownsend beine the quickest 
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and first to get away, hoadod for the little pascn.ge-;7ay over tho ditch into the 
street. But Gile in hio haste sto.llod hie eno;lne o.t the vor::l entrance i tnelf 

38 . 

nd so everJOne war, hold up. "Crash, Crash" camo t·wo more ohella, all ooemine to 
strike around our arm house whcr we hnd just been ea tine; and 1 oro pieces sho· . .,er-
ed about us. So thick wore they th.-:l.t the next mornine in the area v1here the ca.ra 
\wOre, YiO foun the gro 1nd li torally COVC!'ed ·;;i th picCO'"' of rhell. Gilc quicl-:ly 
started his car and going ovor the pa.onar-;c-wuy, relieved tho cons,oestion n.nd one by 
one the m n drove down tho ntrect. Ieanv:hile Ryn.n was worlcin > or all ho was 
worth cranking his Ford, but it ~7ouldn't ntart, when ouddenly it occu.red to him h 
had noe;l cted to tur:n o·1 ·the s\;i tch! It io unny how eas~l 1 t io to forget things 
und r the otr ss of xcitement. ~hon as the onein stnrtod, hio car jmnp d for­
war as those Fords oft n do nnd it wn.s a comical sight to s,c Ryan in front of 
his car, \',·i til f ot brae d and armn xtond d, pushin:, against tho radiator tr:lin..., 

to hold baclr his unruly ttbus''. How v r he r;, s push d slo\':ly forward sev ral 
feat bofor tho car quiet d doln and cruno to a standGtill. Sometimeo thea 
tactics are impossible and the only solution is to j~~P ir-to the car im~cdiataly 
and put on tho brakes before any d.ru~n. .. )o en. be (lone. But thio delay ·was in 
real! ty only a matt r of o condo and he ·..as speedily off, disappearin~ around the 
corner. 7e c rtainly lau~hed over all these incidents nftor they were ov r but 
at the time we didn't think of. that si(lo. As the cars went by out o 
zone, men , women and children, horses and teams streaked doVrn tho road a-~~ fron 
town, everyone terrified at the loud double O}..rplosions that followed the [;hastl ,) 
vhistlino- of the shallr, as they cruno throue:h tho air. To see the civilian pop­
ulation runnin('j' dO\;n the street was pathetic • but to soo tho doctors and. "infir­
miers", who woro off duty, walking arvay, each ono trying to look brave and fear­
loss and each one afraid to be soon v;alkinc.,; faster than tho o·ther, al tl: oue;h they 
all would have preferred to have run, was most hu~orous. Starting for the due-
out another pair of shells burst, a 1 o~ them ~n the same place , around our eating 
house noxt door an<l I crouched in a di ch 1hile the "eo ln. to d ' obua" sho 'IGrod a­
bout me, fortunately only being hit by small piecos of dirt. 

As I reached tho door a soldi r ap •oared dragging a comrade who had been 
batlly wounded and we pulled him in throuC?;h the entrance into the under round shel-
ter. Half u dozen man had be on kicl{ing a foot-ball behind our house .vhen they 
heard tho first shall whintle. Ordinarily thoro arc twenty or thirty there to­
wards dus c after their sup or, but fortunately to-ni?;ht thoro were onl:.r a few • 
.l' s thc~r hoard the noise they all turnod to run and juEt before the shell a truck 
they fell on their faces flat on tho ground, - the oafeot possible pooition. One 
unlucky individual, thinkin~ ha had time to roach the p~otcction of. a nearby wall, 
continued runnine. His jud~ont -r;as wrong and ho ron deliberately· into the shell 
which burst less than five yards in front of him. Hio conrodo ran baoJc to his 
rescue and dragged him into tho dugout. Ho was laid on a stretcher and there was 
no doubt trot he \7ao fatally l:urt, o.s he was a muss or blood and his foetures '-'ere 
hardly discernible. Thoy immediately cut off all his clothes and such a sieht I 
never saw. Both of his arm::; a.nd even his lees, f~om his toes to his llips, tmre 
a mass of wounds, more than sixty in :?11, for the small :pi ces had literally plough­
ed· into him and he looked lil{O a mnn lvho had been hit by a charge of big; shot from 
an oieht bore shot gun at close range. Fortunately there \T.as no wound in a vital 
spot and only a. half a dozen small ones · hi c o t O...'l oc • The ·. orst were 
several on his forehead, but they did no t first sig!t qppe r b very danecr-
ous ones. How a man could be hit so mc.ny _times wit: out ooin instn.ntly killod 
was a myst ry, especially as h 1as facing the sholl , whe~ it burst, as v ry wound 
was on his front side. They pai nted him all over with iodine and then the "mede-
cin chef" stood over him and by the aid of a lantern wound yards ad yc:rds of 
thick gauze o.rottnd him. Meanwhile, the shells were continually burstinQ in 
pairs outside,- scattering the pieces in all directions and tho effect ~as tarri-
fyine;. One of tho ••infirmiorsu, standin . next to me, was \:oun<lod in the lo , 
as a piece flew through tho ontranceo 
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The oth.er men were more for"liunate anc.l all escaped ·vi th only minor wounds. 
Ono who had the presence of ~ind to fall flat, did oo jutt in the nick of time as 
he was as ncar to tho sholl as 1as the badly ~oundeQ soldier, but because of his 
position, was only hit in a fa: places. A gash on his forearm and several wounds 
in his neck and cheek 1ore all he received. But being within five yardu'Of the 
nhcll, when it burst, ha 'l~M3 covorod lith earth and the combination of the terri­
fic crach at such close quarters, -vd tl tho bic; clods of turf fa.lliuo; upon him, com­
pletely shattered his nerves and -;.rhen he entered the dugout he was trembling with 
fear. The shocK h[l.d bean ter:rif ic to hirn and he didn't ruo 1 wh ther he was only 
sera tched or badly wounded. In his n rvous, axe i ted con<li tlon and talk in:)' vehe­
mently, he was quite a contrast to tho poor man v:ho had been riddled through and 
throu&h, and \~as lying on a stretcher wi tL the 'medecin chef" in attendance stand­
ing ov r him. He sufferod in silence, novor mur:mtrine; or complain in ... the ·r.hllc , 
or even in any way sho·ving the ar;ony ho was endurin~. No . ..- and then he addreosed 
a fe,N words to the doctor in a quiot cal111 vu~r and 'ilUs appreciative for o.ll that was 
beind done for im, so typical of the braver./ of these wondorful French soldiers, 
'l o often in their dyinr; momentn or u.nder tho stress of the most hellish pain. mur­
mur n. word of thanks to tho one who has tried to nake him comfortable. 

As three of the men returned another nholl whistled anc1_ they all ducked 
for sholtor. Ryan and Tovmsend dropped into a little shallow refuse ditc11, but 
at nieht when you can't sao, you appreciate especially under ohell fire, any do­
pression in tho ground, no matter ·what i·ts use and· what it may look l"iko in day til e. 
Gile, made for another ditch, but in his hurry slipped and fell on the .bare ground, 
ten.rin._:; a great hole in his trousers, and slid all the way, disappearinG head first 
over the edge and as some one said, "if he had been on his way in fro ·1 third base 
he would have made homo plate easily! After a. while things subsided and To moand 
brought his car up and carried away the v:ounded sergeant. F~cept or the space 
between his hips and tho lower part of his chest, which was bare, there was not an 
i2ch of his body that was not banda ed. ~ven his toes and fingers were wrapped up 
a1 .. <l all that was visible of his hca were his nostrils. 

Everyone was pretty oxci tecl, as it looks as if ·the G :rmnns mean business 
now and aro :,oin~ to cloan up tho tmm entirely. Ryan left for the ust,al eight 
o'clock visi t to the "poste", durine; tho excitement, but as it happened the last 
shells had jut' · fallen. He had: to pass through the village and as thoy left, tha 
"infirmier" d til him began sha'l{inr; hands with his comrades and saying goo· - bye, so 
that he got uneasy ana boe· n to · ... ·ish he too ho.d someone to say good-bye to! · is 
muffler io cracked and his ene;ino makes an -.vwful racket, .so that goiu9; throu~h town 
h couldn't tell wh ther any shells ·sore f·lling or not, but h imagin,d they ':1 ro 
and that vas just as bad. He i·· vet-."' arnusin~ and sees tho humorous ide of ov ry-
thing that happens. r,iJl n we later a.iscovoreu. that the socond sl ell had hit only 
ten -reot f'ro n our en ting house, as --; wer(' runninb away rro 1 t and that the first 
on pane ad just ov r the roof, we \ or b ginninr; to think ho·\v lucky we ·.-:-er not to 
hav all beon killod, f'or we cort·dnly would hav beon if the hell had been 
lit 1 n arer. / s it vas , it kill 6. \"O horses and a pie in th shed ad 'oinin 
th so we h.-"l.VC been about as close to b rstino· fl ells as ~tny on can 1) 
and . t b alive or at lcnst ·~'i thout b ing oeriounl.r ·.ou.ndeC.. . 1 o :r ~·in.doua 
\,'ore blown i o.nu Hil~ n sai , 'vi·ch 1i · u·· :lal humor , "than1r hoaven.r. tic flien ca.."'l 
r; t out now" ! c omcono e;.,·onted that it vot.ld. b well to be car .L ul a.bout eat-
inf.,. a1 y of tho loaf of br ad 1 ft 01 trw t~.1)1 , , ·· ·· mi ';11~ hnv a lot of smLll 
piecos of las~ in it. But sorn one ~aid he tho.l ;n it wa.~ rtr~r:1cb more to h ... 
point as to ·;here ·:.'c ate ra h r t. , .. 1 ·what /C r:.to" ! And he certain! ha.d the 
ric;ht idea. 

The next morning \10 ·,•:ont e.rou 1 to see all thG bul.loingf shattoro 1 b~r th 
bur tin sh lls anci ound somo hod been r1r vty bndly demolished. One shell burst 
in the mal . otre t and tora a biu hole in the ''pav ". , ve:rnl otheJ: n burst i tho 
potato patch junt b .hlnd our houno, so t11a.t o ·, tho· hav burst on o t:·r:_.r side: of 
both our sl opine house ~--d a til.'~ 10 se, from ter foot to one hundr d ..,,.arrls a • 
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That is ma!{in{j conditions prett:1 hot ·o livo under. 
to\7n o-day and on can hardly blam th~~. ~ost o 
c llo.ro, ;hioh b ins to mak us t 1 that our attic 
plac • Tow v r in a. w da s wh n th hospital 
so aa to b clon r to it. 10-day is our last o 
giv ord rs to mov b foro th buildi g and oars ar 
~.,.,ond rin > \.hat it will brl r;; forth. 

40. 

J ts of p opl mov d out of 
thoso 1 ft no., al p in their 

is rath r n pr carious r sti e 
o w will havo to mov too, 
r as the "m' d cin ch " has 
all blo·.m up, nnd 1 all 

Last nleht whon w v.· nt to b d the bi Fr noh guns ., ro doin'"; a lot or 
tirinc, but moot inter sting of all, w r the mitraill uses, ;vhioh ,, ra going fur-
iously in tho tr nch s for an hour. It was tho f'irot timo thn '' have heard 
th m so ~ 11 and it oounded lik an attack. To b able to h ar the rifl shoot-
ine ove~J night, as w la in b d, sho11's ho v clos to things wo r ally are located. 
Lat in the afternoon th G rmane pp r d th batt ry in front of us with shrap­
n 1 and it ~m.s pretty to \~;atch the ·white puffs of powd r as tha shells burst among 
th tre s, a littl ways off. A Belgian artill ~nan look d at th un xplod d 
150 rmn. G :rman ah lls, which f 11 a rew days ae;o, and said that they had been cap­
tured from th B 1 ia s. Possibly they may have been fix d by th m so as not to 
xplode, b fore they were oapVur d. All nft moon was spent in ~oving he in-

terior furniahin~s, supJlies to. or the hosuital and our o~n belongings too, so 
that by this venin~ the a~bulanc will be in a safe location. It certainly 
~as a cood example of being sh llad out. This eveninz we heard that the serge­
ant who I.k~d bean so badly wounded last night by tho first shell, died in the hos­
pital at Crombec soon aft r arriving. Poor man was mor seriously v.-ounded than 
wo thought. 

All day the feeling was intense, ev ryone xpocting any minute to hear 
a shell whistle followed by an explosion. After having soaped so many times 
and this beino our last day, everyono had a sort of presentiment that at the last 
l!lomont someone miGht get hurt, just as w wer on the point of oovin ~ from the 
dangerous spot. At sevon, many of the civilians moved to the edge of town to 
avoid tho shells and then the feeling was Most intense of all, as that was tpe 
hour the Ge:rmans had picked out tho last two nights. l!."voryone finished $"r 
supper hurriedly and no time was \JO.sted over coffoo at the end! But nothin 
happened and we went down to our new quarters peacefully, about half past seven. 

It was a beautiful ni ~t and the moon, now almost full, rose sl ly 
above the tranche&. In the past I have always aesoaiated it, either out 7ast 
amon~ the mountains or at home, 1ith peace and quiet. But no one could have 
any au · estion of such to-night. en it rose it came from o mioty cloud and 
1a.a of a reddish color, so that it served as n reminder of the bloody scenes 

which vere bein~s enacted beneath it. The picture fascinated .me and for half 
o.n .. lOur I walked up nnd~ tho road, in front of tho ambulance, listenin~ to the 
booming of the French o~s nearby, followed a few seconds later by the dis-
tant reports of their xplodinB shello. In the east, the sky, in spite of the 
brilliant moon, vmo illuminated by the li~hted fusees from both sides and the 
rifle fire, which was incessant, was no 11 and then punctuated by ·the "rap rop rap" 
of a mitrailleuse. Here where I stood it as peaceful enough but ~hero the 
shells were falline and the bullets were whistlinu it was a question of hov long 
one could exist. Thio ~as my last night at the front, and thi is the picture 
that will always remain in my mind. If one could only have ntirely closed his 
ears. how tranquil it ould have seemed, yet ho\ deceptive of the real conditions 
on o.ll sides. 
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