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AFS: Creating Space For Dialogue

By Paul Shay, Former President AFS International

IVI ore than most events in recent

history, the war in Iraq has generated
conflicting opinions and strong emotions.
This has led to a number of suggestions
that AFS speak out against the war. My
response is that AFS should continue

to refrain from taking partisan positions
on current affairs. Why? Let me illustrate
my point with the Red Cross, another
organization that promotes peace and
also maintains strong neutrality. This
neutrality allows the Red Cross to

have the confidence of the people

Howaida El-Said (Egypt 1982-83) and Ortal Zukerman
(Israel 1982-83) during their exchange year in Lodi,

california. that benefit from its work, and also
of those who support its work. The same applies to AFS.

A key factor in our success is the space for dialogue we have created, a space in
which people can meet in spite of their differences and learn to understand and
appreciate one another. If AFS takes positions on current affairs, we reduce the
size of this space, and those who have another view on the issue might feel
judged and therefore not feel comfortable taking part in AFS.

In order for AFS to successfully carry out its work, we need the support of
many individuals and organizations, ranging from volunteers at the local level,
to schools, to immigration departments, to national governments. If we take
partisan positions, we could lose the trust and collaboration of some of those
we need to work with, therefore reducing the scope of our action.



This does not mean that our work is not political in nature.
The promotion of peace and understanding is political, but
we work for long-term impact, touching people’s underlying
world view, rather than focusing on the events of the
moment.

Nor does this mean we can work with anyone. There are
some whose values are so opposed to ours that a fruitful
relationship is not possible. But our experience has shown us
that we can work with a broad range of people and organiza-
tions across many cultures and backgrounds. Our challenge
Is to create a space that is as large as possible, to encourage
an even broader dialogue among differing views than we have been able to accomplish so far.

| am not pretending that the war in Iraq has not raised a number of profoundly important issues.
It has, and these issues should be discussed and debated. The most important contribution AFS can
make is to ensure that the space for such discussion and debate exists, and that this challenges
people to think about important issues, to develop their ideas through exposure to a range of
views. We received a great quote recently from a mother that makes this point in a way only

a mother could:

“Yes, my son is having a wonderful time in Germany. Although, he was harassed by other kids about the
US war, he was able to watch CNN and ask his brother, who is a West Pointer, and was able to ‘answer’
most of the questions from German kids.

| thank the lord and AFS for this adversity in his life, so that he is now paying attention to our country and the

world, rather than just his hair. Thanks again.”

Creating Space for Dialogue Over the Years - Some Examples

Soon after the end of World War 11, AFS brought students from the former hostile nations-
Germany and Austria in 1948 and Japan in 1954-to the U.S. Students were placed in many
different families, including Jewish families mourning their European relatives murdered

in the Holocaust.

First published as an International Update Letter, May 6, 2003

By 1956, the German AFS program had more than seven hundred participants-including
Hilde Speer, daughter of Albert Speer, architect of Nazi Germany.

AFS offered programs in the Republic of South Africa despite the country’s racial strife. One
of the participants, Margaret Marshall, is now a justice in the Massachusetts Supreme Court.
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In the late 1960s, AFS encountered anti-American
sentiment in Latin America but, nonetheless, kept its
programs going to provide chances for cross-cultural
education in that region. AFS also continued its
work in Chile during the dictatorship of the 1970s.

AFS continued its programs in South Vietnam during
the 1960s and the early 1970s despite pressure on
the organization to become involved in the politics
of that war.

AFS opened the program in Cyprus to both Turkish
and Greek Cypriots until 1976, when the island was : :
formerly divided into two separate entities. P A —— —

AFS Returnee chaperons aboard “Arosa Kulm” in 1956: Row 1: Christina

. . - . Lundquist (Sweden), Anne Combes (France). Row 2: Eckard Heintz (Germany),
AFS brotht Israells, Jordanians and Egyptlans Into Hanna Knoke (Germany), Fioretta Bracci (Italy), Anja Luukanen (Finland),

Hilde Speer (Germany). Row 3: Klaus Lorenzen (Germany), Niels Sabbelov
(Denmark).

the program despite concerns about peace in the
Middle East.

AFS started the teachers' exchanges with the Soviet Union in the 1970s and began year long
student exchanges in 1988, before the fall of the Iron Curtain.

AFS carried out a program in Yugoslavia from the late 1960s to 1992, when civil war forced a
shutdown-but not before students from the former Yugoslav republics were brought together
for a peaceful dialogue.

AFS started programs with China for teachers and other adults in the early 1980s and in 1997
started sending students from China on year programs. In 2001 the first AFS students were
hosted in China on a year-long program.

Seeing a need for more cultural exchanges with countries with significant Muslim populations,
AFS-USA in 2002 pioneered a three-week home-stay exchange program with Saudi Arabia with
funds from the U.S. State Department and, in 2003, started the YES program sponsored by the
U.S. State Department that currently provides dialogue for students in Indonesia, Egypt, Turkey
and Malaysia.

More specifically, Arthur Howe Jr.—Galatti’s successor

and himself a World War 11 driver-emphasized the neutrality
of AFS in his memorandum to the Trustee Members in
January, 1967:

“I also foresee the desirability of our retaining to the degree possible a non-
political position, avoiding alignment with any nation or block of nations

Arthur Howe Jr. while vigorously pursuing our purpose of promoting understanding between
people and enriching the insights and skills of young people who will play a major role in shaping the future”.
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AFS Honors Its 2003
Galatti Award Winners

Galatt Award |

I he Galatti Award, named after Stephen Galatti the founder of the 2003

AFS student programs, is the most prestigious commendation awarded
by AFS. The award is presented annually to one or more AFS volunteers
who, over a sustained period of time, have provided outstanding sup- =
port to AFS at the grass roots level. We are pleased to introduce three AFS volunteers from
three countries who represent the very best of AFS.

Maria Dolores (Loli) Gonzalez Diaz de Cerio — Bilbao, the Basque
Country, Spain

Ever since Loli got in touch with AFS as a host family fifteen years
ago, she has believed in the AFS mission and worked as an extremely
committed volunteer heading the Basque Country chapter (2000-
2003) and serving as student and family counselor, giving orienta-
tion to host families, volunteer trainer and finding families in the
local chapter in the Basque Country. Loli's family is actively
engaged in AFS and her four children went on AFS programs.

She has also provided significant help with the development

of AFS Spain’s national program policies and strategic direction.

Loli personifies common sense and wisdom. She gets results

through commitment and diplomacy. She has a wonderful ability

Loli Gonzalez Diaz de Cerio to work with people with different political ideas and backgrounds
and confront them with reality and make them understand AFS's goal of peace in the world,
being respectful of our different national identities and history. She serves as a source of inspira-
tion to volunteers of Intercultura Spain.

Norma Delicia Fernandez — Resistencia, Chaco, Argentina

Norma has been an active volunteer in the Resistencia local chapter in Argentina upon returning
from her AFS experience in 1976. Since 1983 she has contributed to AFS program growth in
many different areas such as recruitment, selection, preparation and orientation of participants,
promotion, school relations, volunteer training, serving as the Resistencia chapter President
and on a national coordination board of chapter representatives, and helping with chapter
development in other parts of Argentina. Winning a special scholarship in 2001 to study in
Colombia, she wrote her thesis on “La solidaridad, una globalizacion necesaria” (Solidarity,

a much needed globalization).

Norma provides leadership and inspires commitment to AFS in Argentina. She is convinced
that the AFS mission is possible and works hard each day to achieve it, looking after small
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details and big steps of the AFS organization in her community and country. Her continuous
efforts and dedication have been an example to other volunteers in her chapter and for AFS
Argentina.

Catharine (Cathie) Ann Currin - Saratoga Springs, New York, United States

Cathie’s lifelong commitment to AFS began in 1977, when she hosted her first AFS student.
She subsequently hosted 19 other AFS students/teachers for a semester or a year. Cathie serves
as AFS Regional Council chair, Northeast Regional Council and
Area Team Chair, Eastern New York AFS. Cathie has served AFS
with commitment, dedication and great skill and impressive success
in many different ways finding, preparing and supporting host
families, students, teachers and volunteers, as local and regional
representative. She has found time to support volunteers in Russia
and Iceland as well.

In addition to filling many volunteer positions, Cathie is also one
of the key champions in AFS-USA of the AFS Global Educator
Program. She was a Visiting Teacher to Thailand in the summer of
1990. Volunteers from around the country call on her for guidance
as they work with the Visiting Teachers and potential applicants.
She has received public recognition for her work with AFS teachers
and students. The Capital District Council for the Social Studies
gave her the Partners in Education Award and the US China Peoples Friendship Association
presented Cathie with the Friendship Links Award. The Galatti Award recognizes and honors
Cathie’s lifetime dedication to AFS.

Cathie Currin, March 2003

AFS Wins International Award

We are excited to share the news that AFS (worldwide) has been chosen the Overall Winner
in the Social Achievement category of the 2003 Associations Make a Better World awards
program. The program, run by the American Society of Association Executives, “recognizes
outstanding examples of associations who make a significant contribution to societies and
economies world wide.”

This award honors the role that AFS organizations have played connecting Muslim and
non-Muslim peoples in a wide variety of settings. In the application for the award we described
individual projects undertaken by AFS Iceland, Indonesia, Egypt, Brazil, Costa Rica, Malaysia,
China, Turkey, Hungary, Belgium, Russia, Germany, Thailand and Italy as well as the large
grant-funded initiatives of AFS USA. This is truly a tribute to the work of AFS organizations
around the world.

The award will be presented in December 2004 in Barcelona, Spain. AFS programs and
projects will be featured in a number of publications of association executives in different
countries during the next year.

THE JANUS/FEBRUARY 2004 5




Ed Masback and Geir Lundestad at the Norwegian Nobel Institute,

Oslo, March 2003

Driver News

Ed Masback Jr. visits AFS in Norway and New Zealand

Ed Masback Jr. (ME 37), Life Trustee and an AFS
ambulance driver in WWII visited AFS Norway in
March 2003. Ed and his wife Phyllis met with volunteers
and visited the National Archives of Norway (AFS
Norway donated AFS organizational records to the
Archives). He also met with Dr. Geir Lundestad
(Norway to USA 62/63), Executive Director of the
Norwegian Nobel Institute.

Ed Masback and Tachi Cazal, Director of Program and
Partner Services (and currently serving as Interim President
of AFS International) were in attendance at the AFS New
Zealand's Council 2003 held in Papatoetoe, Auckland
with the motto “One Team - One Dream. Working
Together for Growth”. Masback presented the Volunteer
Award to Robyn Boothby and reminded volunteers and
National Office staff of the proud historical roots of AFS. Masback also participated in a
special function in Wellington attended by a number of the diplomatic corps, school principals
and host families.

AFS Chile 45th anniversary

Ed Masback (ME 37) journeyed to Chile where he was a guest speaker at the
celebration gala dinner marking the 45th anniversary of AFS Chile. Masback also attended a
volunteer meeting in Santiago.

Ambulance Drivers attend
the Intercultura Italy event
in Taranto

Dr. Jock Cobb (ME 26), his
wife Holly, Chick Squire
(ME 37) and Paul Rodgers
(ME 32, FR 8) traveled to
Taranto, Italy on invitation
of Intercultura last October.
All three drivers were in
Taranto during their
wartime service. Cobb

Chick Squire with AFS students hosted in Rome, October 2003
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was a guest speaker at the
opening of the AFS photo-
graphic exhibit on 16 October
2003 celebrating the 60th
Anniversary of the Arrival of
the AFS Ambulance Drivers

in Taranto. The U.S. Vice
Consul from Naples and the
drivers participated in a
roundtable session “Different
views of a common mission” in
Taranto City Hall where they
received a special commemo-

rative plague. The exhibit Jock Cobb, Chick Squire and Paul Rodgers receive a commemorative award,

Taranto, October 2003
featured Cobb's photographs
of AFS in the Middle East, North Africa and Italy and student program photos. Both Cobb
and Squire were interviewed on Italian national television. While in Italy Cobb met with
the Mayor and volunteers of the Irsina chapter and Squire attended a meeting with Rome
chapter volunteers.

AFS Switzerland Benefit Gala in November 2003

Ward Chamberlin (ME 37, CM 100, 1B 59-T), Life Trustee and an AFS ambulance driver

in WWII, was a guest speaker at AFS Switzerland's 50th anniversary celebration “Journey of
a Lifetime 1953-2003"
held on 8 November in
Ruschlikon. Victor
Oporto, International
Chairperson and Dr.
Jacques Moreillon
(Switzerland to USA
57/58) addressed more
than 140 AFS returnees
and supporters at the
Benefit Gala. The Gala
raised funds for more
than two full scholarships
for the next generation
of AFS students.
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Celebrating the AFS
Journey in Australia

In August 2003
Howard Mayhew (CM
96, IB 60-T) and his
wife Janet were the
guests of AFS Australia
at a number of special
celebrations held in
Sydney, Canberra and
Melbourne. Mayhew

AUS Partner Director Theresa Collignon, Howard and Janet Mayhew with former Board Members Susan
participated in an AFS Tiffin, Maurice Henderson and Charles Baré, Sydney, August 2003

Australia fundraising tour and met with AFS diplomats, alumni, sponsors and volunteers.

He was a guest speaker at the VIP Event at the Australian War Memorial in Canberra and
also met with Sydney high school students. His visit to Canberra was covered on Australian
national television. Mayhew shared his remembrances of the liberation of the Bergen-Belsen
concentration camp in Germany. Nick Minchin, Australian Senator and Returnee 70/71,
Charles Baré, the former Board Member of AFS International and Richard Spencer, the
former AFS President were also present.

Richard Nelson attends the AFS Honduras 40th Anniversary and the Annual Network
Meeting in Panama

Richard Nelson (CM 60) was a special guest at the AFS Honduras 40th anniversary celebra-
tion event held in Tegucigalpa last September. Nelson spoke about the history of AFS and
the value of voluntarism. Paul Shay, President of AFS International and Lisa Cohen, Program
Manager also attended the event
which honored Omar Gutierrez,
the founder of AFS Honduras

in 1963. In the beginning of
October 2003 Nelson met with
AFS Panama volunteers at the
AFS Annual Meeting in Panama
City, where he spoke to about
100 former Panama returnees and
Partner representatives.

C

Richard Nelson with Milda de Gonzalez, PAN Partner Chair and Plinio Benavides, Partner Director
at the 2003 Annual Network Meeting in Panama

8 THE JANUS/FEBRUARY 2004




Announcements

« Jaime Salinas Travesias: Memorias 1925-1955 (“Journeys Memoirs”)
Tusquets Editores, Barcelona, 2003, 559 pp. ISBN: 8483109182
Jaime Salinas (FR 4), the son of Spanish poet Pedro Salinas, was nineteen years old
and a refugee from Franco's Spain when he joined the American Field Service in
February of 1944. He served as an ambulance driver with the French Section Il
in France from November 1944 to June 1945. Salinas draws on his AFS experi- |
ences in Chapter Il of this autobiography. The publication was researched in the ==
Archives and includes photos of the Section. Salinas’ autobiography won the prestigious
XVI Premio Comillas 2003 award.

« Following Orders World War Il and more

Dorrance Publishing Co., Inc, Pittsburgh, 2003, 122 pp. ISBN: 0805961267
A memoir by David S. Hendrick Il (ME 4, FFC), an AFS ambulance driver who
served with the British and Free French Forces in North Africa, Middle East and
Italy. The book is based on Hendrick's war experiences as an AFS ambulance driver
with the British and Free French Forces in North Africa, Middle East and Italy.
Hendrick received a shrapnel wound at the “Mad Mile” section of Route 6 during
the battle of Cassino, Italy in 1944.

« Looking for Trouble: An AFS Volunteer in Italy 1944-45

by Bill Cantrall (CM 92). Publication details (later) at http://webs.csu.edu/~cantrall
From the Preface by Paul Shay, Former President AFS International: “Bill Cantrall has carefully
pieced his own colorful experience into the military history of the period, detailing his inter-
actions, both friendly and contentious, with the British, Irish, New Zealand, Polish, Indian,
Gurkha, Italian, South African, and American soldiers he lived and served with and the
Italian civilians he came to know and care for. The title is apt indeed, for more trouble finds
him than he was hoping to find. Not everybody loves him. Irate colonels are rampant. Every
day is a struggle. There are almost more rules than ways to beat them. But there are friends
to save you when you really need it, and comrades to sustain you for life. While much may
be learned from his knowledge of the people, the times, and the historical context, his very
personal story is as absorbing, complete, and readable as a novel. There is plenty of excite-
ment for war buffs, but the persisting humor and humanity make it a book for everyone.”
Look for Irving Penn’s picture of Bill on the cover.

« Battle for the Abbey: And Other War Memoirs

by Adrian Flakoll, iUniverse, February 2004, 248 pp. ISBN: 0-595-30668-3

To order call 1-877-288-4737 or visit www.iUniverse.com
Featured are memoirs written by AFS WWII drivers. Thomas Durrance (CM 42) tells the
story of the early assault on Cassino, providing the signature story that inspired the title
of this book. John Wright's (CM 40, FR 8) diary of the campaign in Italy with the British
8th Army and then with the French army in the final stages of WWII provides an almost
daily view of drivers' service. Walter Doyle (CM 41) gives us a report of his stroll through
Rome with German POWs in July 1944.
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e Individuelle Bew&hrung im Krieg: Amerikaner in Europa 1914-1917

(“The European War as an American Proving Ground, 1914-1917")

by Axel Jansen, Campus, Frankfurt/New York, 2003, 334 pp. ISBN: 359337285
Axel Jansen puts the efforts of the American Ambulance Field Service during World War |
into a larger social and political context of American efforts on behalf of the Allies. Jansen
focuses on Americans in Europe before 1917 as he seeks to understand the motivation of
Americans going abroad to aid the Allies before their country entered the war. Why did
American volunteers hesitate to call for American intervention? Jansen finds out that the
volunteers' ambition was based on individual aspirations for personal “sacrifice”. Jansen
suggests that the phenomenon of American volunteers in Europe indicates that these
Americans viewed the war from an individualistic and universalistic standpoint instead of a
political one. His book includes chapters on AFS founders — A. Piatt Andrew and Henry
Sleeper — and on driver William Gorham Rice, Jr. Axel Jansen is a Returnee (Germany to
St. Louis 1987/88), a volunteer in the Frankfurt chapter and a former member of the board of
AFS Interkulturelle Begegnungen e.V.

The National World War Il Memorial in Washington, D.C. opens this May

The National WWII Memorial’s formal dedication ceremony will take place on May 29, 2004 at
2 pm. Events celebrating the Memorial will run over Memorial Day weekend 2004 from May 27
through May 30. The Memorial will be open for visitation sometime in mid-April, 2004. The
Memorial will register the names of individual Americans who participated in the war effort and
died in service during the war.

You can visit the Memorial's Web site http://www.wwiimemorial.com

AFS Oral History Project Update

AFS Archives would like to thank all the drivers and early AFS participants and staff members
who participated in the AFS Oral History Project. To date, more than 70 individuals have
helped preserve the AFS legacy in this way. For those drivers who have yet to send their contri-
bution, please remember that your personal memories of your service with the AFS are of
immense value to us. If you would like to participate in the project or donate documentation
that tells your story, please contact Eleanora Golobic, Archivist, AFS Intercultural Programs, 71
W. 23rd St., 17th FI., New York, NY 10010.

We look forward to the continuation of the videotaping of AFS ambulance drivers' oral histories
begun in 2002. This urgent effort furthers our mission to create a lasting legacy of recorded
interviews of AFS Founders. The Archives is an official Partner of the Library of Congress
Veterans History Project and is recognized on the Veterans History Project Web site. Please let
us know if you would like to be contacted for an interview. For further information on the proj-
ect please visit the Library of Congress website below.

http://www.loc.gov/folklife/vets/
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WWII Last Post

Lewis M. Allen (June 27, 1922 -December 8, 2003)

AFS is sad to
report the death
of Lewis Maitland
1 Allen (ME 32,
FFC, CM 97),
who passed away
at 81 on
December 8, 2003
in New York. Born in Berryville, Virginia, Allen served with
the American Field Service in 1943-45, first in the Middle
East, North Africa and Italy, and later in Germany. In April
of 1945 Allen participated in the liberation of the Bergen-
Belsen concentration camp in Germany. Allen received the
British medals: The 1939-45 Star, Africa Star, Italy Star and
France-Germany Star and the War Medal 1939-45. He was
also awarded the Bronze Medal and the citation from the
2nd Polish Corps. Two of Allen’s brothers, Howard and
Douglas were also with the AFS during WWII.

Lewis Allen in Italy, May 1944

Allen was a Tony-winning producer of hit Broadway shows
that included “Annie” and “Master Class”. His biggest hit
was the musical “Annie,” which opened in 1977 and became
the 18th-longest-running show in Broadway history. During
more than five decades of show business, Allen was nomi-
nated for seven best-play Tony Awards and won three, for
“Annie” (1977), “I'm Not Rappaport” (1986) and “Master
Class” (1996). His plays included “The Ballad of the Sad
Café,” “Annie,”, “My One and Only,” “The Iceman Cometh,”
“I'm Not Rappaport,”, “A Few Good Men,” “Tru,”, “The Big
Love,” “Master Class” and the revival of “I'm Not Rappaport”
(2002). Allen’s theater career began with “Mrs. McThing”
(1952) and his final Broadway production was the 2002
revival of “I'm Not Rappaport.”

Allen also had a prolific film career - he produced Francis
Ford Coppolas Oscar-nominated film “The Connection”
(1974), both film versions of “Lord of the Flies” (1963 and
1990), “Never Cry Wolf” and “Swimming to Cambodia”.

Allens lifelong friend and frequent Broadway collaborator
was Robert Whitehead. Allen is survived by screenwriter Jay
Presson Allen who collaborated with her husband on “The
Prime of Miss Jean Brodie,” “Tru” and “Big Love.”

WWII LAST POST
2003/2004

Carl H. Adam, ME 8, ME 16, FR 8
Norman W. Adam, 1B 1
Thomas M. Allen, ME 30
John L. Armstrong, ME 32
John Barhydt, ME 15
Trumbull Barton, ME 2, CM 68, FR 8
David G. Briggs, ME 16, FR 4
Richard Chadwick-Collins, 1B 1
Beverley D. Chaney, ME 24, FR 1
Buckner W. Clay, ME 4, IB 6
William C. Clifford, CM 96, IB 60-T
Henry G. Cooper, ME 4, FFC
Hugh A. Crumpler, IB 1
John M. Day, ME 16
Thomas J. Drane, CM 92, IB 59-T
Francis J. Herald, ME 32
John C. Hodel, ME 4, FFC, CM 53, FR 3-T
Arthur L. Howard, CM 43
William Gallant, CM 96, IB 60-T
Arthur G. Guyer, CM 93, IB 59-T
Robert W. P. Johnston, ME 1
Lloyd Kelly, CM 74
John R. Lampert, CM 86, IB 59-T
Joseph W. Lippincott, Jr., CM 54, FR 8-T
Alden T. Mackay, 1B 13
Gordon E. McNamee, CM 93, IB 60-T
Houghton P. Metcalf, ME 1, CM 86
Julian P. O'Leary, ME 4, FFC
Joseph H. Peabody, ME 16
William W. Phillips, ME 32, IB 61
Roger Pierce Jr., ME 4
Harold J. Pummell, CM 94
Samuel A. Rogers, ME 7
Herman T. Taussig, ME 2
Donald. C. Titus, CM 49
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New Program Initiatives: YES Program

AFS-USA inaugurated the
new Partnership for Learning
Youth Exchange and Study
Program (YES Program) in
August of 2003. Made possible
through grant support of the
U.S. Department of State
Bureau of Educational and
Cultural Affairs, the AFS

YES initiative supports
constructive opportunities for
increased dialogue between
the US and countries with
significant Muslim populations.
AFS works with the AIFS
Foundation (American
Institute for Foreign Study Foundation) and PAX (Program of Academic Exchange) in
administering the YES program.

YES program provides an opportunity to reaffirm the AFS mission promoting peace and
cultural understanding. AFS YES participants will have an important role in building cultural
bridges in the Muslim world as they come to the realization that the world peace is a common
goal, but our ways of striving for it and living it are different. YES program will prepare
tomorrows generation of leaders working for increased tolerance and understanding among
the worlds citizens. AFS Partners in the USA, Egypt, Turkey, Malaysia and Indonesia worked
hard to ensure the successful launch of the program. YES program participants reflect a wide
range of socioeconomic and cultural backgrounds within their own countries and are hosted

in communities from Bangor, Maine to San Francisco, California. In the inaugural program,
academic year 2003/04, AFS brought students from Egypt, Indonesia, Malaysia, and Turkey.

In 2004/05 it is planned for students from the Philippines and possibly Saudi Arabia to participate.



